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1. Illustration 


INTRODUCTION 


The Mysore Kingdom under Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan spread 
over 2,00,000 Sq Kms area. It included the region south of the Krishna 
River, most part of Karnataka, Rayalseema of Andhra Pradesh and 
5 districts of Tamilnadu north of Dindigul. The population of the 
Kingdom was 60 lakhs of people of which 35 lakhs lived under Hyder 
Ali’s and Tipu Sultan’s direct rule. Others lived in Andhra Pradesh, 
Kerala and Tamilnadu. The Annual income of the Kingdom rose from 
1.29 crore to 3.30 crore of rupees during the Muslim rule.! The 38 years 
rule of Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan witnessed incessant warfare. Very 
often the boundaries of the Mysore Kingdom were redrawn. Tipu 
Sultan was the son of Hyder Ali, a ruler of Mysore Kingdom was born 
on November 10, 1750 at Devanahalli in Karnataka. He was an 
illustrious son of his heroic father. Hyder Ali served as a Faujdar in the 
Dindigul Fort.2 He was the Commander of the Mysore army that 
controlled the Palayagars of that region. Hyder Ali had been 
summoned to Mysore owing to dispute between Devaraj and _ his 
brother Nanjaraj. He found the troops in a State of Muting due to 
arrears of pay*®. Hyder Ali reached Mysore and suppressed the 


revolting soldiers by paying them all legitimate claims. He disbanded 


More than 4000 Men from the army. Then he managed to gain the 


support of the Mysore army and used the throne of the Kingdom. 


When Mauryas ruled over India Mysore Kingdom was Marked 
as land of Sathyaputra (Then Satvahana empire flourished in Deccan) 
Chandra Gupta Maurya expanded his empire by bringing most part of 
Karnataka which fell under him in Dakshinapatha. This region 
contained vast deposits of gold, iron ore, copper and other precious 
stones. Therefore was an important source of minerals and it was for 
this reason that it came to be converted as a part of territory by the 
Mauryan empire. When a severe famine came to North India, the old 
emperor renounced his throne in favour of his son Bindusara and came 
down all the way to Karanataka with his followers. He embraced 
Jainism. Emperor Asoka become a follower of Buddhism and erected 
many Pillar inscriptions through out India and some of them are found 
in Karnataka*. The Satavahans ruled over South India including 


Karnataka. 


After Satavahanas, Ganga, Kadamba clans ruled over this 
region. Subsequently it fell under Chalukya Empire. The Rastrakudas, 
the Kalyana Chalukyas and Hoysalas were the successive rulers®. 


Finally the Wadaiyar clan ruled the kingdom of Mysore. It was a 


tribute to the Maratha rulers. Chikkadevaraya was the last king of 
Mysore from whom Hyder Ali took over the Kingdom. Tipu Sultan, 
one of his ablest sons was asked to take over the administrations by 
Hyder Ali himself.¢ Hyder Ali once wrote to his son “I leave you an 
Empire which I have not received from my ancestors. A sceptre 
acquired by violence is always fragile. Meanwhile you will not find any 
obstacles in your family, you have no rivals among the chiefs of the 
army. I do not leave you any enemies among my subjects you have 
nothing to fear as regards the internal affairs of your state.” Tipu Sultan 
ruled over the Mysore Kingdom for more than 17 years. It was an era 


of factional wars which rocked the Tamil Country’. 


Significance of the Study 

The present study roughly covers a span of seventeen years from 
1782 to 1799. During this period Tipu actively participated in many 
invasions. He involved himself in administration. Since the late 
18t century was the initial period of the East India Company in the 
southern part of the peninsular India, this study will expose how there 
was a favourable atmosphere for the Mysore power especially Tipu 
Sultan to reveal his warlike qualities. It will also be beneficial to 
estimate the then prevailed political situation in south India under 


various native rulers such as the Nizam of Hyderabad, the Marathas, 


the Nawab of Arcot and the Palayagars. As the availability of the above 


facts and circumstances gives significance for a detailed historical 


estimate, and as such the scholar undertook this work. 


Objectives of the Study 


1. 


To making this study a continuous and meaningful one 


the gaps should be reorganized. 


To highlight the extra ordinary abilities and the war like 


qualities of Tipu sultan. 


To trace the thoughts, ideas and activities of Tipu since 


1782. 


To investigate invasions the Tipu in Mysore region. 


To examine the invasion of Tipu in Salem and Coimbatore 
districts in the east and Kudagu and Weynad districts in 
the west and to analyse the annexation and consolidation 


of his territories. 


Area of the Study 


This study will give importance only to Tipu Sultan’s wars with 


Tamilnadu between 1782-1799. While doing so, the political situations, 


the causes and consequences of the wars also will be covered. Further 


the role of the "natives such as the Marathas, Nizam of Hyderabad, 


Nawab of Arcot, Raja of Travancore also will be analysed. Tamilnadu is 


one of the states of the Republic of India. It is the southern most State, 
which has Chennai as the capital in the north, Kanyakumari in the 
South and is flanked by the Western Ghats in the West and the Bay of 
Bengal in the East.§ This Study is confined to a period of the last two 
decades of the 19 Century. Traditionally the Tamil Country had the 
following boundaries: Tiruvengadam in the north; Kanyakumari in the 
South and the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal in the West and East 
respectively. So “Tamilnadu” means the traditional Tamil Country 
where the majority of the people speak the Tamil Languages, which is 
as old as Greek and Latin. Tamizhagam is the literary name of 
Tamil Country when Britishers formed the Madras Presidency in 1801. 
All the districts beyond Madras were called Tamil Districts. On January 26, 
1950, Madras State was formed and it was renamed as Tamilnadu in 


1969. 


Period of Study and limitations 

The entire study covers the wars and invasions undertaken by 
Tipu Sultan during 1782-1799. It was the period of the personal rule of 
Tipu after the death of his father in 1782, and his death in 1799 at the 
battle of Srirangapatnam which was the fourth Anglo-Mysore war. 
The primary sources of information, in the form of Government 


Records, are scanty. Since the period taken up for study is only 


17 years, not so much of descriptive analysis is possible. Anyhow all 
the relevant facts required are criticized and enough discussions are 
undertaken. However Tipu, with Hyder Ali, fought many battles 
during his early life. So those periods between 1767-1782 is also taken 


for consideration of my study. 


Methodology 

The present study is an attempt to analyse in depth the work of 
Tipu Sultan’s invasions to uplift the poor and needy. The research 
method employed in the present study is historical descriptive and 
analytical method. An orderly and relevant narration of events Tipu 
Sultan’s invasion and their contribution based on relevant data. This 
work also attempts to analyse how for the invasions in Tamilnadu have 
been helpful to the poor. However, caution has been exercised in 
assessing distorted statements. Thus the researcher has been endowed 
with the task of reconstructing the history of the Tipu Sultan’s 


invasions in Tamilnadu 1782-1799. 


Sources of Information 
For authenticity and credibility this piece of research is 
undertaken based on the facts available in primary as well as 


secondary sources. The sources employed are given in the end notes at 


the end of every chapter. Finally a compiled and consolidated 


Bibliography is also appended. 


Poona Residential Papers and the letters and correspondences 
available in them are used as primary sources and they are utilised as 
contemporary sources. The facts available in the relevant Military 
Sundry Books too served as primary sources. Diary of Fort St. George 
of that period was of great use to find out the narration of events. 
Military Miscellaneous papers are other primary sources used to get 
the details. The Military Country Correspondences volume two served 
the purpose of understanding the wars between Tipu Sultan and the 
British. The Assumed Revenue Records relating to the territory of the 
Nawab of Arcot was another primary source which helped to compare 
the economic measures undertaken during the period chosen for study. 
Public sundries volumes, Judicial Sundries, Secret Department files 
got from the proceedings of the board of Revenue, Information 
derived from the Consultations of Board of Revenue and the facts 
about the decisions taken by the alien rule with regard to Tipu are 
utilised for the appropriate discussion. But for the facts from the 
Military Consultations, the study would not have been a complete one. 


The Proceedings of the East India Company, the consultations of the 


Board of Revenue the details contained in the Baramahal records, are 


taken into consideration to know the activities of Tipu. 


Salem District Manual by M. Lefanu, A Ramasamy's Madras 
District Gazetteers, Nicholson's Coimbatore District Manual, S. Arther's 
A Manual of North Arcot District, Satyanath V. Kamath's Karnataka 
state Gazetteer, W. Francis Gazetteer of India, W. Francis, Madura 
District Gazetteer and B.S. Baliga, Coimbatore district Gazetteers, and 


Rajannan Salem Encyclopedia. 


In addition to the above sources, a number of published works 
on Tipu Sultan and the other rulers of Mysore are also utilised. They 
too helped the scholar to have knowledge about Tipu, his rule, his wars 
and his contacts with other native and foreign rulers. They are utilised 
for continuous narration of facts uninterruptedly. As they are having 
regional and personal details they are utilised with all caution to avoid 
exaggerate versions and redundancy. Mohibul Hasans History of Tipu 
Sultan C. Hayavadhana Rao's The History of Mysore, M. Miles History of 
Tipu Sultan, M. Arokiaswami's The Kongu Country, C.M. Ramachandran 
Chettiyar's Kongu Nattu Varalaru, J.R. Henderson's Coins of Haider Ali 
and Tipu Sultan, B Sheik Ali's Tipu Sultan, B. Vasantha Chetty’s, Studies 


in Karnataka History G.S. Sarderrai's The History of the Marathas, 


V.K. Raman Menon's History of Mysore V. Jalaja Sakthi Dasan's Tipu 
Sultan A Fanatic, Kate Brittle bank's Tipu Sultan's Search for Legitimacy, 
V.Jeevanandham's History of Tipu Sultan, G.N. Dhar's Authentic 
Memories of Tipu Sultan, Meadows Taylor's, Tipusulthan a Tale of Mysore 
War, Mark Whilk’s, History of Mysore, Fazl Ahmed's Sultan Tipu, 
Vasanthi Sankaranarayanan's Tipu Sultan The Tiger of Mysore, 
ES. Hanbha's Tipu Sultan, Gulam Muhammed’s Hyder Ali and Tipu 
Sultan, H.D. Sharma’s The Real Tipu Sultan, Murray Hammick's, History 
of Mysore, K. Appadurai’s Thennattu Porkalangal, H.V. Sreenivasa 
Moorthy and R. Ramakrishnan's The History of Karnataka, K.N. Swamy's 
History of Srirangapatnam, E.W. Thomson's Last Siege of Srirangapatnam, 
Francis Buchanan's A Journey from Madras through the countries of 
Mysore, Canara and Malabar, Narendra Krishna Sinha's Hyder Ali 
W.H. Hutton's Marquis Wellesley. J Malcolm's The Political History of 
India (1784-1823) Suja Uddin Sarkar's Tippuvin Arasiyal (1) A. Allain's 
The Account of the Foreign rulers of Mysore (1799) etc. are referred. All of 
them are included in the foot notes and Bibliography. A number of 
other published works which are not mentioned here due to want of 


space, in the footnotes and bibliography are also read extensively. 


Thus this research work entitled “Tipu Sultan’s Invasions in 


Tamilnadu 1782-1799”. This study is based on the facts available from 
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the primary and secondary sources. This portrays the military activities 
of Tipu during the 17 years which led to his fall in 1799. From the 
above it is proved that Tipu Sultan, the military genius and patriot 
could not succeed against the British who were always cunning and 
clever in keeping the neighbouring native powers against him. 
Anyhow Tipu was able to give stiff resistance to the British who were, 
endeavouring their best to establish their rule in the Indian sub- 
continent especially in the peninsular India which comprised of the 
Mysore Kingdom. Tipu, because of his war like qualities, was a terror 
to the British for nearly two decades and only after the fall of Tipu in 
1799, the British formed the full fledged Madras Presidency in 1801. So 
this thesis centers on the military activities of Tipu, which have not 


been hither to precisely, delineated. 


Chapterisation 
The entire study is covered in eight chapters excluding the 


introduction and conclusion. 


The facts about the study is introduced by the introduction, the 
scope, objectives, area of study, period of study, methodology, 
chapterisation and review of sources will all find place in it. It 
will offer the details about the general plan of study of this research 


work. 
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The first chapter “Tipu Sultan’s Early Life and Wars” offers the 
war like qualities of Tipu’s. It traces his birth and growth as the son of 
Hyder Ali. This study also gives an account of his Military training 
from his expeditions. As he was a patriot deserted by the native rulers 
and strangled by the alien rulers this chapter is assigned. It will inform 
us how Tipu achieved glories by using his military traits during a short 
period of time and met with a catastrophic end quickly. It will also 
disclose how he rose to a high level by his personal valour and 


diplomacies and fell due to lack of army support. 


The second chapter “Tipu Sultan’s Military Administration” 
gives a detailed account of the Modernisation of Mysore army under 
Tipu’s Administration. His father left him an army of 1,80,000 Men. 
It was reorganised and well trained on European Model and the details 
are found in “The Fathul Mujahidin” a book written by Tipu on 


Military administration is also discussed. 


“The battle of Dindigul” is included as the third chapter to 
describe his policy of expansion and consolidation with the same 
objectives of estimating his military achievements. The Dindigul Fort 
was occupied by Mysore Kings. Hyder Ali was the Commander of the 


garrison. This chapter discuses the circumstances leading to loss of 
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Dindigul Fort in the Anglo-Mysore war. Further it traces the attempts 


of Tipu sultan to consolidate the Palayagars in that region. 


The fourth chapter “Tipu Sultan and Madras territories” deals 
with the Anglo-Mysore relationship. It gives a graphic description of 
the invasion of Mysore army of the territories occupied by the British 


and its results. 


The fifth chapter “Tipu Sultan in Baramahal” tells how the 
Nawab had changed sides with the British. For that a survey had been 
made between Tirupattur and Salem is known as Baramahal. The 
Nawab of Arcot was friendly with the Kingdom of Mysore. Baramahal 
became the battle ground for Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan against the 


British. 


The sixth chapter “Tipu Sultan in Coimbatore” discusses the 
expeditions of Tipu into the Malabar and Coimbatore region. It covers 


his relations with the Tranvancore Princely State. 


The seventh chapter “British Policy towards Tipu Sultan” 
describes the activities of the British troops in Tamilnadu. Their moves 
were effectively countered by Tipu. The war preparations of the 


Madras Government and the diplomatic activities of the Mysore rulers 
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are discussed. It also tells how Lord Cornwallis captured a lot of 


territories from the Mysore Kingdom. 


The eighth chapter “Last days of Tipu Sultan” covers the History 
of Tipu and tells how he was isolated. It also descript how the tiger of 
Mysore was cornered in the Fort of Srirangapatnam by the invasion of 
the Kingdom. Further the chapter discusses the results of Tipu’s rule of 


the Mysore Kingdom for 17 years. 


In the final concluding chapter the facts analyzed in the previous 
chapters are summed up comprehensively. It will portray all the 


findings in a condensed way. 


14 


Endnotes 


1. 


Saki, Making History, Vimukthi Prakashna House, Bangalore, 
1998, p.72. 


V.D. Mahajan, India Since 1526, S. Chand & Co Ltd; New Delhi, 
1976, p.85. 


Military Consultations, Vol. 117, 1780, p. 127. 


Vasanthi Sankaranarayanan, Tipusultan, The Tiger of Mysore, 


Macmillan India Ltd, Chennai, 1997, p. 15. 


K.A. Nilakanta Sastri, G. Srinivasachi, Advanced History of 
India, Allied Publishers Private Ltd., New Delhi, 1986, p. 326. 


Mohibbul Hasan Khan, History of Tipu Sultan, Akbar Book 
House, Calcutta, 1951, p.10. 


Military Consultations, Vol. 106A, 1785, p. 72. 


Kabir Kausar, Secret Correspondence of Tipu Sultan, Light and 
Life Publishers, New Delhi, 1980, p.30. 


Chapter I 


TIPU SULTAN’S EARLY LIFE AND WARS 


A Prince in the Making 

Tipu Sultan, the illustrious son of Hyder Ali Khan Bahadur and 
Fakhr Unnisa was born on Friday November 10, 1750, at Devanahally.1 
Tipu Sultan was descended from the Quraish of Macca. His ancestors 
had arrived in India by sea in the end of the 16t Century, says 
biographer Mohibul Hasankhan. Fath Muhammad was his 
grandfather. He, served as a Jamader (chieftain of 200) invaded 
Trichirapalli. Hyder Ali served in the Mysore Army. After the defeat in 
that battle Nanjaraj appointed Hyder Ali as the Faujdar of Dindigul in 
1755 where a strong man was required to crush the refractory 
palayagars of the districts. He improved the troops, organized his 
artillery, and established an arsenal under the supervisor of the French 
engineers. After the birth of Tipu, his father Hyder Ali became the 
Faujdar of Dindigul.? By making use of his military powers, Hyder Ali 
created an autonomous army to be under his control. Subsequently he 
subdued Bednur and Canara. During that period, the Mysore Kingdom 


had to face financial crisis due to the invasions of the Marathas 
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between 1753-1754 and 1757-1759. It also had to face the causalities 
caused by the Nizam of Hyderabad in 1755. Chicka Krishnaraj 
Wodaiyar, the ruler of Mysore and Devaraj and Nanjaraj, who 
controlled the administration, could not solve the political distresses.° 
This offered an opportunity to Hyder Ali to make himself as the ruler 
of Mysore. Hyder Ali became strong and powerful in Mysore after the 
birth of his eldest son Fath Ali.4 This had made an impact over Hyder 
Ali to bring up his son as a true warlord and real Sultan. His mother 
was so specific in seeing her son as a ruler in the spiritual service of 
God.> His father too conceded to the wish of his wife and wished to 
make his second son Abdul Karim as his successor. But the second 
son’s incapability and inefficiency encouraged Hyder Ali to announce 
Tipu Sultan as his heir to the throne.® He was imbibed with the spirit of 
warfare which enabled him to know about his father’s valour at 
Srirangapatnam in 1760, and at Bednur in 1763.” He was even allowed 
to be with his father during the First Anglo - Mysore War with the 
British fought between 1767 and 1769.8 His father’s earlier conquests 
and the wars with the British were witnessed by Tipu? and that offered 
him an experience in wars. That in turn made him to be an undaunted 


champion against the British. 
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As Hyder Ali was desirous of making him a valiant ruler, he not 
only infused military bent of mind in him but also was keen in offering 
sound education for making him as an all-round personality with a 
developed body and mind. Tipu Sultan was also receptive and 
attentive to his Scholastic career and in particular showed enthusiasm 
in acquiring the knowledge of warfare and military training.!° As 
Hyder Ali was uneducated, he was unwilling to allow his son to follow 
him without proper education. He was trained in the arts of riding, 
fencing and shooting. His appearances in battles along with his father 
gave him immense, training for making himself a successful military 
genius in future. Being a Muslim Prince it was essential for him to have 
religious knowledge and rules of Islam and Hinduism. By his 
ecclesiastical knowledge and theological studies, Tipu was aware of the 
fact that he had to rule over the Hindu population which was majority 
in the society. As the society included other religionists including 
Muslims he paid heed to his father’s advice and followed the policy of 
religious toleration in all practical religious pursuits. This was also 
possible because of his preceptors called Maulvi Glaidullah who offered 
Islamic knowledge and Govardhan-Pandit who trained him in Hindu 
theology. Both of them brought up Tipu as a devotional scholar and a 


ruler aware of India and its religious faiths. He was a linguist and good 
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at Arabic, Persian, Urudu, Hindi, French, English and Kannada. At the 
time of the completion of education Tipu was a learned scholar and 
warrior. He had his own library to widen his horizon of knowledge." 
As a true and well read scholar Tipu maintained the ideas till his 


death. !2 


In 1774, Hyder Ali planned Tipu Sultan who was at the age of 24 
to get married to the royal family of Inam Saheb Bakshi of Arcot. Due 
to the opposition of the members of his family, that proposal was 
dropped. So Tipu was to get the hands of Rugqayya Banu, the sister of 
Burhamuddin, one of the military generals of Hyder Ali. It was mainly 
because of the fact that she hailed the valour and strength of Tipu by 
calling him as tiger.!> Anyhow both the ladies became the wives of Tipu 
in 1774. Rugqaya Banu died in 1792. So in 1795, another women, called 
Khadijia Zaman Begum married him. But in 1797 she and her son, died, 
soon after her delivery.!* Tipu had twelve sons viz, Fath Hyder Ali, 
Muin-Ud-din Sultan, Abdul Khaliq Sultan, Muiz-ud-din Sultan, 
Muhamman Suban Sultan, lukkullah Sultan, Gulam Ahamed Sultan, 
Gulam Muhammed Sultan, Sarivar ud-din Sultan, Mohammed Yarin 
Sultan, Jamal ud-din Sultan, and Munir-ud din Sultan‘. There are 


controversies over the lineage of his daughters. 
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Military Training 

Tipu Sultan was trained in military techniques by General Ghazi 
Khan .He gained true discipline and traits in military warfare due to 
his training. By his participation in the wars with his father, he gained 
practical experience.!° The military training of Tipu, acquired from his 
father, enabled him to assist his father in subduing aside the opposition 
of the Jagirdars, the Sardars and the Palayagars.!” His accompaniment 
with his father to Malabar offered him the opportunity to engage 
himself in his maiden war at Balam in 1766.18 Though he was defeated 
the Palayagar of Balam was very adamant and refused to surrender. 
Tipu along with his father and General Ghazi Khan directly involved 
in the war Tipu observed the occurrences of the battle with the support 
of Ghazi Khan.!9 When Tipu were ordered to go to the nearby forest to 
capture the associates of the Palayagar, he successfully completed the 
work. As the dependents were captured, the Palayagar found no other 
way than to surrender. Hyder Ali, appreciated his son for such an act, 
offered him an army of 200 men to be at his disposal as bodyguards. In 
addition to that Tipu was made as a Jagirdar of Malavalli, Konanur, 
Dharmapuri, Pennagaram and Tenkanikkottai. This was the early 
reward and opportunity granted to Tipu to maintain independent 


charge of landed territories. In addition to that Tipu obtained financial 


20 


assistance from those territories for the maintenance of 500 horses.” 
He was emboldened to face distressed critical situations during wars 
and by his brave mind and strategic skill, he was able to take right 
decisions.*! Further Tipu never harmed women and children during 
the wars against the enemies. He was so specific that a war should 
never be extended to other areas beyond the battle field. Even though 
he won many battles, he never decided to plunder the properties of 
innocent people. Due to his earnest behaviour he decided to release the 
children and women of Balam. Further he, without any hesitations did 
not collect any ransom for their release from confinement. Tipu was 
always distinctive in nature when compared to other heroes of that era 
in dealing with the enemies and their families. He was always 
generous and kind hearted in dealing with them. Once when Maqbool 
Khan, one of his Generals endeavoured to misuse the wife of the 
vanquished ruler of Balam, Tipu directed to release her. When it was 
not obliged Tipu, without any hesitation, shot him dead. This brave 
and just act was maintained by Tipu throughout his career. Thus his 


practices of war from the initial period were flawless and honest.” 


Subsequently Tipu Sultan engaged himself in many wars with 
his father and enriched his qualities of war. He was recognised and 


regarded as an eminent warrior and efficient General. His valour and 
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courage encouraged him to inscribe tiger as the emblem in his flags.” 
Tiger was acknowledged as a symbol of him and it was found its place 
in his flags, banners, guns and clothes. The uniforms of the soldiers of 
his Mysore army too had the symbol tiger. It was a customary practice 
of Tipu to wear a golden coat with a tiger emblem, red in colour. Even 
when he was 10 years old, his seven years old wife Ruqayya Banu 
called him tiger. In memory of that incident Tipu was much fascinated 
to have tiger as his emblem. As he was so attached to his mother, 


Tipu was a promising man of affection towards his family members. 


Tipu’s Role in Hyder Ali’s Military Expeditions 

The First Anglo - Mysore War offered an opportunity for Tipu 
Sultan to gain experience as an independent military commander. To 
check the growing popularity of Hyder Ali, the British took steps with 
the assistance of the Nizam of Hyderabad and Marathas. Further 
Hyder Ali was an enemy of Muhammed Ali, the Nawab of Arcot, who 
was an ally of the British. In 1766, Hyder Ali attacked Malabar, the 
allied area of the British. All these causes made the First Anglo - 
Mysore War as an inevitable one. The British suspected the designs of 
Hyder Ali, in Carnatic and the Marathas could not tolerate the 
expanding power of Hyder Ali, who did not pay Chauth tax to them. 


By using his diplomacy Hyder Ali was able to separate the Marathas 
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and the Nizam of Hyderabad from the British. Then Tipu reached 
Madras and plundered that city and its suburbs. The Madras 
authorities who were unable to stand against the challenges of Tipu 
demanded for peace. So the Treaty of Madras was signed on April 4, 
1769. The strategy and diplomacy of Hyder Ali allowed him to expose 


his son as an eminent commander. 


Here one has to notice another role played by Tipu sultan at the 
time of the commencement of the war. On June 11, 1767, Hyder Ali, for 
having negotiations with the Nizam of Hyderabad, sent Mahfuz Khan 
and Mir Ali Raza along with Tipu. Horses, cash and jewels were also 
sent with them to be presented to the Nizam. He was highly moved 
and elated and offered a warm welcome to Tipu. He also honoured 
Tipu by conferring titles such as "Nasib Uddaulah" the fortune of the 
state and "Fateh Ali Khan Bahadur." Tipu by using his own personal 
diplomacy, was able to make Nizam of Hyderabad as a friend of 
Mysore and an enemy against the British.2° After that he returned to 
Srirangapatnam on June 19, 1767. He was sent to Madras along with 
General Ghazikhan, Mir Ali Razakhan, Mubudem Saheb and 
Muhammed Ali.?” Tipu, by making use of his own diplomacy, diverted 
the attention of the British in Madras. Tipu overcame Col. Smith at the 


battle of Chengam.?8 Such a victory encouraged Tipu to proceed 
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further. But the unfortunate defeat of Hyder Ali by Col. Smith at 
Tiruvannamalai warranted Tipu to retrace his original plans of moving 
to the south. He immediately proceeded to join his father. The entire 
army under his control also accompanied him.?? On the way Tipu 
overcame the English Generals called Major Todd and Major Fitzerold 
and reached Vaniyambadi where his father was in the camp which was 
16 kms away. Then Tipu along with Hyder Ali decided to capture 
Vaniyambadi and Tiruppathur and then wanted to proceed towards 
Kaverippatnam.*° They successfully carried out their plans and 
Vaniyambadi and Tiruppattur fell in their hands. Anyhow their plan to 
subdue Ambur was thwarted by the British captain Calvert. So Tipu 
and his father had to return back to Kaverippatnam.*! Tipu, being a 


real fighter could not be idle. 


Tipu Sultan and Ghazi Khan proceeded to Malabar on December 
14, 1767, to assist Luft Ali Beg who was fighting against the English 
force at the Malabar coast. After giving a stiff resistance to the British, 
Tipu retired to Bednur mainly on receiving the message that 
Major Garwin and Captain Watson had captured Mangalore on 
March 1, 1768. Tipu reached Mangalore on March 7, with 1000 horses 
and 3,000 infantry. But he was unwilling to fight. On 15 and 16 March, 


he made unsuccessful attempts. But on May 2, 1768, Tipu captured 
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Mangalore Bazaar and Fort. Subsequently due to the withdrawal of 
British forces from Mangalore, Hyder Ali and Tipu, with redoubled 
native forces captured Mangalore. It was a diplomatic victory for Tipu 
because with a small army he was able to achieve his ends. All these 
events occurred before the signing of the Treaty of Madras on April 4, 
1769. These activities proved Tipu's military powers and _ his 
preparedness to face any calamitous situations in an undaunted way. 


Thus Tipu was a true soldier of real qualities. 


The Mysore Maratha relationship was not so congenial during 
his early period. In 1769 due to lack of cordiality, the Marathas started 
the war by invading the Mysore Kingdom. Tipu Sultan, who was at 
Bednur, was directed to come to Mysore by Hyder Ali, to arrest the 
advances of the Maratha forces. Tipu too obeyed his father and with 
8000 forces proceeded against his enimies.*? The Mysore army could 
not resist the attack of the Marathas. They had to flee to save their lives. 
Even Tipu was not an exemption. He and Sayyid Muhammad 
escaped and reached Srirangapatnam. Tipu's endeavours to suppress 
Trimbak Rao, the Commander of the Maratha army became futile. 
Anyhow he inflicted heavy damages to the positions of a contingent 


from Poona.*3 
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After the death of Peshwa, Madhava Rao, Hyder Ali and Tipu 
Sultan wanted to get back their territories which they had lost to 
Marathas. Tipu was entrusted with that task. Tipu too carried out his 
duties earnestly and brought Chennaroyadurga Maddagiri, Sira and 
Gurram Konda under his control. Hosakote and Bellary were also 
attacked.34 Thus the feuds with the Marathas too enabled Tipu to 
enhance his military capabilities. He was able to understand the war 
strategies. It is evident that he could not reconcile with his enemies. 
When his father was alive, he was trained in military qualities and that 
helped him to fight alone after him. Even though he depended upon 
the French during his later days, they deserted him completely because 


they had to safeguard their position. 


Tipu Sultan could not either reconcile or Co-operate with the 
British on any account in Srirangapatnam. From 1763 to 1782 Hyder Ali 
and Tipu Sultan jointly and after that until 1799 Tipu alone made 
Mysore as their central pivot.*° Among the four major powers of 
southern India the Marathas, Nizam of Hyderabad, Nawab of Arcot 
and Mysore, the last one had the capability of self rule by an 
individual.” After capturing Sittalturg, Harappanahalli, Malabar, 
Kuthi and Goorg regions they were able to stabilize the Mysore rule. At 


the battle of Savanur, Muhammed Ali the Mysore General drove away 
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the Marathas in 1776. At the battle of Raravi in 1777, the Mysore army 
was not able to rout the Marathas and the Nizam of Hyderabad’s, but 


was capable of bringing that area under its control.%8 


Hyder Ali Raids in the Carnatic Region 

At the initial stages of the war Tipu Sultan, after capturing Arni, 
Timiri Tiruvattur, and Karunguli besieged Arcot. Hector Munro was 
the British General*? and Col. Braithwaite, Harpolk, were working 
under him. On September 8 and 9, 1780, at the battle of Perambakkam, 
the British were defeated. Hyder Ali captured the canons and the 
arrested British soldiers and Col. Bailey were sent to Takkolam prison. 
On September 10, 1780, at the battle of Perambakkam (Pullalur) Hector 
Munro, the British General met with a disastrous defeat. After his 
return to Madras, Hyder Ali captured Arcot in November. Tipu was 
crowned as the Nawab of Arcot. During November 1780, Hyder Ali 
was able to capture the Senji Fort and the British Col. Macaulay was 


imprisoned at Srirangapatnam.*° 


On June 18, 1781, Hyder Ali, mainly to defeat Sir Eyre Coote, 
invaded Chidambaram. The latter was defeated on July 1, 1781, Hyder 
Ali met with a defeat at Parangipettai (Portonova). Further Hyder Ali 
met with a defeat at the battle of Pullalur on August 27, 1781. 


September 27, 1781, the battle of Sholingur was fought. As Tipu was 
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concentrating on Vellore, Col. Long requested Sir Eyre Coot to assist 
him. On his arrival a fierce battle took place at Sholingur. Tipu was 
incharge of the left wing. The central wing was under the custody of 
Hyder Ali. Count-De-Lally of the French was controlling the right 
wing. But the Mysore army had retreated to Kaverippakkam. Vellore 
siege was also given up by Tipu. Sardan Khan, the victorious Col. of 
Hyder Ali, at Malabar lost his life in the battle of Sholingur. This 
affected the prestige of Hyder Ali and Tipu. During the month of 
November 1781, Nagapattinam was taken away by the British. In 
January 1782, Col. Braithwaite's efforts at Tanjore were destroyed by 
Tipu. Sufferin, the French General February 17, 1782, attacked Pulicut 
which was defended by Sir Edward Hughes. Utilising this opportunity, 
Hyder Ali, with the French support, captured Cuddalore from the 
British.*1 Actually this battle was fought at a place called Annagudi on 
17 and February 18, 1782. Tipu arrested Col. Braithwaite after a long 


battle of 26 hours. He was also wounded in the battle. 


The battle continued. On April 7, 1782, at the battle of Trikalore 
at Malabar, Hyder Ali's army man Sayyied Hactum was defeated and 
killed. On May 31, 1782, at the battle of Topigar, Hyder Ali defeated the 
Marathas. On June 2, 1782, he chased the British towards Vellore. 


On June 8, 1782, at Nedungal Hyder Ali defeated the British army and 
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imprisoned Lieutenant Kruizer. On November 29, 1782, at Banyani, 
Tipu Sultan was able to defeat Col Habberlon. But Col. Macleod and 
Col. Habberlon® defeated Tipu. At this critical juncture on December 7, 


1782, Hyder Ali died.*# 


The death of Hyder Ali at Narasingarayanpettai at the age of 60, 
was kept in secrecy as suggested by Purnaiah, the minister for Finance. 
But for the officers no one knew about the death of Hyder Ali.44 This 
news was dispatched to Tipu Sultan through Mahamirza Khan. Tipu 
who was dealing with the British at Ponnani was asked to come back to 
Arcot immediately.* Tipu after leaving his assignment to Arshad 
Bagkhan left on December 20, 1782, and reached Srirangapatnam and 
carried out all the funeral ceremonies of his father. At the age of 32 he 


became the ruler of Mysore.* 


Invasion of Mangalore 

After the demise of Hyder Ali the theater of war was shifted to 
the western front. In May 1783, by using his diplomacy, Tipu Sultan 
recaptured Bednur. But when he proceeded to Mangalore, the position 
began to change.4” Though Hyder Ali's death did not hinder Tipu's 
enthusiasm in war, his opposition to the British did not reduce. 
Anyhow Tipu had to face the British on all sides. Dindigul, Karur and 


Aravakkurichi were captured by Col. Long, and Col. Mathews 
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suppressed Malabar. While Tipu was devoting his time in Mangalore, 
Col. Bullerton captured Palghat in November 1783 and occupied 
Coimbatore. He was advancing towards Srirangapatnam, the capital of 
Tipu. But he was recalled by the home authorities.4* After capturing 
Mangalore in March 1784, the Treaty of Mangalore was signed. By 
deviating from the provisions of the Treaty, Tipu controlled Coorg, 


Dharkhand Chittoor, Darwar, Arni and Badami. 


Even before becoming the real ruler of Mysore, Tipu Sultan was 
engaged in the Third Anglo - Mysore war during 1790-1792. At that 
time Lord Cornwallis 1786-1793, was the Governor General of Bengal. 
Though he was desirous of following a policy of non-intervention, he 
could not avoid the war with Tipu Sultan. He was aware of the fact that 
Tipu's ambition, his alliance with the French would certainly lead to a 
war. He was also interested in showing that Tipu was an aggressor. By 
arresting the alliance between Tipu and other native powers such as 
the Marathas and the Nizam of Hyderabad, Lord Cornwallis wanted to 
single out Tipu before indulging in a war with him. He pointed out 
that the alliance made between the British and the Nizam of 
Hyderabad in 1766, against Tipu signed earlier survived even in 1789.‘ 
At this juncture the Travancore ruler purchased Cranganore and 


Ayacottah from the Dutch and by that the safety of Mysore could be 
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threatened easily. In this deal Tipu, who was making negotiations with 
the Dutch to purchase these territories, met with a failure. Anyhow 
Tipu demanded the surrender of those territories by the Raja of 
Travancore because the chief of Cochin was an ally of Tipu. Further 
Tipu was infuriated because the Madras government was directed by 
Lord Cornwallis to extend its support and co-operation to the Raja of 


Travancore.°9 


Under such circumstances Lord Cornwallis directed Malet, the 
British resident of Poona to start negotiations with Peshwa 
encouraging him to fight against Tipu Sultan. So on June 1, 1790, by an 
alliance Peshwa became an ally of the British. In the same way on June 
4, 1790, the Nizam of Hyderabad too came to the side of the British by 
an alliance. By these two alliances, Tipu was isolated from the other 
local powers during the middle of 1790. The alliance between the 
British and the ruler of Coorg and the Bibi of Cannanore were also 
detrimental to the efforts of Tipu. The French Revolution which was 
initiated in France in 1789 also avoided Tipu from seeking the support 
of the French.*! Tipu as a diplomat realised that the situation was not in 
his favour. So he decided to avoid, the confrontations and requested for 
peace. But Lord Cornwallis turned down that appeal and the Third 


Anglo - Mysore war was commenced. General Meadows was specific 
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in avoiding the arrival of Tipu to the south. In the early months of 1790 
he decided to execute his plans by controlling Karur, Aravakkurichi 
and Dharapuram. His attempts to attack Mysore from the South 
east also was a failure. Tipu's protection of the Gajjalhatti Pass was 
also against the British.5* So on September 13, 1790 Col. Floyd was 
forced to retreat and took refuge at Coimbatore. This was an initial 


victory for Tipu. 


So Lord Cornwallis himself came to Madras and took the lead of 
the British soldiers. Tipu Sultan was attacked from all sides. General 
Meadows started the attack from the south, Abarcampy attacked from 
west. Nizam of Hyderabad and Marathas were encouraged to attack 
the northern boundary. Lord Cornwallis himself enlisted a force from 
Vellore. By passing through the Ambur pass, Lord Cornwallis defeated 
the forces of Tipu at Arihera on May 15, 1791. After capturing many 
areas he was able to subdue Bangalore. But Cornwallis had to give it 
up due to the shortage of food and supply of arms and ammunitions. 
But Lord Cornwallis, after capturing many Forts of Tipu advanced 
towards Srirangapatnam, the capital of Tipu in 1792 with the support 
of the troops of Marathas and Nizam. Tipu, who resisted the attack 
powerfully, was well aware of the fact that it could be impossible to 


oppose the mighty alien yoke. So the Treaty of Srirangapatnam, was 
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signed in March 1792. By this Treaty Tipu paid a war indemnity of 
Rupees 312 crores. Two of his sons were left as hostages under British. 
The English, the Marathas and the Nizam of Hyderabad shared the 
acquired landed territories among themselves. Malabar coorg, 
Dindigul and Baramahal came under the British. The north western 
Tungabhadra river area and north eastern territories beyond Krishna 
river of Mysore were taken away by the Marathas and the Nizam of 
Hyderabad respectively.*4 It should be remembered that Tipu was not 
totally evicted from power. He was effectually crippled and his other 
opponents were formidable as usual. Tipu was just able to safeguard 
his Kingdom from extinction. He had to face irrecoverable losses and 
was forced to face the Fourth Anglo - Mysore war in 1799, which 


brought Tipu's career and life to an end. 


Events Leading to Fourth Anglo - Mysore War. 
The Treaty of Srirangapatnam, humiliated Tipu Sultan greatly. 
By sending emissaries to Kabul, Constantinople, Arabia and Mauritius 
he not only wanted to have commercial contacts but also decided to 
strengthen his position diplomatically. He was even elected as a 
member of the Jacobian club of France. He had contacts with Nepoleon 
and arranged for the training of his army by French Generals and 


experts. He even sought the help to have a strong and powerful navy. 
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At this juncture Lord Wellesley, the great Proconsul became the 
Governor General of Bengal in 1798 at the age of 37. He was able to win 
the support of the Nizam of Hyderabad by making him to accept the 
subsidiary alliance with the British in 1798.5 This encouraged 
Wellesley to have Tipu's absolute submission. The annoyed Tipu could 
never yielded. He concentrated on strengthening him by eliminating 
the earlier ravages of war. His Forts were strengthened. Strict discipline 
was introduced in his infantry and cavalry. Stern measures were 
undertaken to revive the economic prosperity of the State.°” Though his 
aims to gain the support of his contemporary French ruler, Louis XVI 
did not succeed, he was keen on achieving his ends by constant and 


repeated attempts.°*® 


The French Generals in India, by their strict training, converted 
the native army into a well disciplined one.5? They made arrangements 
to get an army from Maturitius. When it was readily obliged and a 
contingent of 99 men landed at Mangalore in 1798, Tipu Sultan was 
unwilling to allow them into his territory and even directed them to 
show their enmity to the British in their own territorial possessions. But 
their success in defeating the British induced Tipu to include them in 
his army. Thus Tipu made all efforts to strengthen his resources in all 


possible ways against the British. In the meanwhile, Sir John Shore 
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1793-1797 the Governor General who followed the policy of 
non-intervention had also left India. This too changed the attitude 


between Tipu and the British. 


Richard Wellesley, who succeeded him in 1798 bid farewell to 
the policy of neutrality adopted by his predecessor. Due to his 
ageressive policy and the policy of subsidiary alliance, as seen 
earlier, added up the British territorial possessions in India and he 
adopted the policy of expansion and consolidation through wars also.°* 
Simultaneously Lord Wellesley was specific in curtailing the ever 
growing powers of Tipu. Lord Wellesley was infuriated by the 
proclamation of General Malartie, the Governor General of France and 
Bourbon made on January 30, 1798. By that the French had already 
informed that as requested by the ambassadors of Tipu, military 
assistance will be offered to Tipu to expel the British from the Indian 
soil. When Lord McCartney, the Governor of Good Hope, 
authenticated the release of the Proclamation, Lord Wellesley had to 
take cautious steps against Tipu, who was not at all interested to be a 
slave of the English and opposed the system of subsidiary alliance.® 
Lord Wellesley was particular in keeping Tipu aloof from any contact 


with the French. When Tipu was specific in keeping contact with the 
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French, Lord Wellesley decided to take stern measures against Tipu™ in 


June 1798. 


On June 20, 1798, Lord Wellesley issued an order to the British 
army to assemble in the Coramandal Coast and Malabar region. By 
doing so, he planned to move towards Srirangapatnam to have a 
sudden attack of Tipu. But as the army was not ready, he had to 
postpone his proposed expeditions of Mysore for a period of six 
months. Such a space of time was conducive for Lord Wellesley to have 
an effective war with elaborate preparations to minimise the powers of 
Tipu.© Though the Nizam of Hyderabad had acknowledged the 
subsidiary alliance, the pesewa was ready to extend his aid and 


assistance at times of troubles between the British and Tipu Sultan®. 


While preparations were progressing on both the sides, the 
British had an upper hand by winning the support of the native power 
the Nizam of Hyderabad with them. While Tipu Sultan was intimated 
about the success of the British at the battle of Nile in Egypt by a letter 
by Lord Wellesley dated November 4, 1798, Tipu who could not be 
provoked by such affairs of things in Europe, congratulated Lord 
Wellesley for the victory of the British. The letter of Lord Wellesley to 


Tipu Sultan written on November 8, 1798, accused Tipu's deviation 
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from the Treaty of Srirangapatnam. It also informed that Major 
Devoton would meet Tipu, on behalf of the allies and Tipu should cite 
the exact reason for that.” By understanding the ill motivated suspicion 
of Lord Wellesley, Tipu categorically pointed out, as a reply, that there 
prevailed ample security and there was no need for an envoy. But on 
December 10, 1798, Lord Wellesley compelled Tipu to write a reply to 
his earlier letter. Tipu who was so clever and cunning whiled away the 
time without writing any reply. In December through a letter he 
pointed out that the disputes could never be solved by an Ambassador. 
Tipu also felt that by doodling time till July 1799, he could obtain 
sufficient forces from the French to make a successful attempt against 
the British. He was capable of estimating the skill of the British by 


imposing a subsidiary alliance with the assistance of Major Devoton. 


On January 9, 1799, Lord Wellesley approved the plans of Tipu 
to have an alliance with France through an ambassador. In that letter 
itself Lord Wellesley warned Tipu by stating that unnecessary and 
unwanted delay of affairs would bring about dangerous and untoward 
consequences. This letter was followed by another one dated January 
16, 17997. Even in the reply letter, Tipu pointed out that Major 
Devoton could not be given a warm welcome because he had already 


left his headquarters for hunting. The delaying tactics did not bear any 
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fruit because Lord Wellesley had already sent General Harris with 
10,000 British troops 6,000 infantry and 6,000 Cavalry of the Nizam of 
Hyderabad. By these measures Lord Wellesley wanted to keep him and 
his capital from the dangers of Tipu. But Tipu was stubborn and 


adamant. 


After giving instructions to General Harris to acknowledge the 
arrival of the ambassador sent by Tipu Sultan, the war was declared on 
February 22, 1799. The Court of Directors of the East India Company 
after little hesitation, approved the idea of war of Lord Wellesley.”! The 
army from Bombay was also directed to co-operate with General 
Harris. At the intervention of Captain Mahoney Vira Raja, the Coorg 
Ruler too expressed his willingness to support the British. In the above 
circumstances, the British army, under the command of General Harris, 
started from Vellore on February 14, 1799. On February 20, another 
British army led by Arthur Wellesley, the future Duke of Wellington 
and younger brother of Arthur Wellesley, started from Hyderabad to 
join with the already marching army of General Harris. Another army 
led by General Stuart started from Cannanore. A vast army led by Col. 
Read and Col. Brown too started to Srirangapatnam from Trichirapalli. 
The Maratha army known for its allied forces supported the British 


though the Marathas did not participate in the war”. They all marched 
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towards the Mysore Ruler's territory which shrank in to half under his 


possession after the previous war. 


Tipu Sultan also made preparations for the war by gathering his 
army at Arakery. He had made arrangements to send him messages 
about the movement of the British forces. Tipu, after dividing his army 
into three parts, kept one under his custody and the other two were to 
be lead by Futtah Hyder, and Damar-ud din-Khan.”? Nawab Damar 
ud - din - khan was the high command of the Mysore army and Mir 
Sadiq the Diwan was directed to comply with all the directions of the 
Generals.” The British Army made elaborate arrangements with 
utmost care under prominent Generals. Tipu fulfilled his share equally 
in an effective way. While the British were interested in gaining 
territories after crushing a formidable enemy, Tipu was trying to 


maintain the statuesque mainly to keep the prestige of the natives. 


Britishers Endry Through Baramahal and Coorg 

On February 23, 1799, the British closed the passes of Baramahal. 
On February 28, 1799, General Harris devoted his attention to 
Kariamangalam. Tipu Sultan employed Purnaiah and Mir Miran to 
check the advancement of the British army.” On March 1, 1799, the 
British army from Royacottai brought under their control the minor 


Forts available at Nildurg, Anchittydurg, Udayadurg and Ratnagiri. 
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Tipu then realised the precarious condition that forced him to resist the 
invasion by himself eventhough he could not receive the expected help 
from the allies and the French. He strengthened all the garrisons and 
proceeded to Periapatnam to face the attacks at Coorg.” He observed 
the movement of the opponents to Siddeswara by using Col. 
Montresor. Another set of the British army stayed at Siddapur. Tipu 
decided quickly and took actions to stop the movement of Col. Stuart 
who was moving through Kannambadi and Periapatnam. On March 5, 
1799, Tipu directed Purnaiah and Syed Saheb to check the movement 
of General Harris. But unfortunately, due to the betrayal of Purnaiah 
and Syed Saheb, the work was easy for General Harris and he entered 
Mysore on March 14, 1799. Then he moved to Kelamangalam and from 


there to Bangalore.” 


On March 6, 1799, Tipu Sultan engaged himself in the battle of 
Siddheswara. He was assisted by his Generals such as Syed Gaffar, 
Hussain Ali Khan and Mohammed Raja.”* Though they displayed their 
Valour ferociously they could not achieve anything. The new army 
under col. Smith also caused damages to the army of Tipu, who had to 
retrace his steps. At Malavalli also Tipu's army was routed on March 
27, 1799. Tipu reached Srirangapatam, fought and died in the battle 


field itself. Anyhow it will be apt to describe the other incidents which 
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took place prior to that for the sake of continuity. General Stuart, who 
played a significant role was responsible for the victory at Siddeswara, 
because he strengthened the British army under the control of 
Montresor, General Hartley was directed to notice the different 
movements of the army of Mysore. Anyhow General Hartley, Col. 
Montresor, General Stuart and Lt. Col. Dimlip were able to make 
breaches in the army of Tipu, who met with irreparable losses. 
Mohammed Rasa khan alias Benki Nawab, a relative of Tipu lost his 


life while fighting in the battle field.” 


Even after his failure at Siddheswara Tipu Sultan was an 
unshakable force and a talented warrior. He began to concentrate on 
preventing the march of General Harris who was proceeding towards 
Mysore from Madras. The news about the march of Harries through 
Kankanhalli made Tipu to march to Malavalli on the banks of the river 
Maddur. On March 18, 1799, he wanted to stop General Harris from 
crossing the river. But Tipu who decided to have a battle in the plains 
proceeded to Malavalli®° On March 27, 1799, the armies of both 
confronted each other. Tipu attacked the right and left wings of the 
British army which had infantry and cavalry. But within an hour Tipu's 
army was totally defeated. Further he had to bear the death of 2000 


men and enormous casualties. But the casualty in the British army was 
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only 66 men.®! Such loses in Tipu's army affected the General Morale of 
the army and disorder began to creep in.82 On March 30, 1799, he 
reached Srirangapatnam, and on 4th April he noticed the movement of 
the British army. Though he planned for an attack, he controlled his 


feelings on knowing the superiority of the British army. 


On April 5, 1799, Col. Shaw and Lord Wellesley were directed by 
General Harris to attack the strong holds of the Mysoreans. But they 
could not bring out anything tangible although they attacked 
Sultanpet. The efforts of Lord Wellesley, Lt. Col. Bowser, Lt. Gol. 
Haliburton, Col.Shaw and Col.Wallace gained victories. Thus the 
British army was capable of acquiring the territories around 
Srirangapatnam. Further the attempt of Floyd to meet Stuart was also 
stopped. When Tipu ordered Qamar-ud-din-khan to stop the 
advancement of the British army he refused and on April 14, 1799, the 


British army penetrated into Seringapatnam.® 


After April 16, 1799, the position, became unfavorable to Tipu 
Sultan. The proper and actual siege of Srirangapatnam started on April 
17, 1799. On April 20, Col. Macdonald was able to make use of the gun 
power. Alarmed at such activities, Tipu opposed the activities of the 


British through a letter to General Harris.*4 Tipu's letter did not bring 
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any response. So Tipu by writing another letter informed General 
Harris about his intention to maintain peace with the British and 
requested him to make arrangements for negotiations through a Vakil.® 
On April, 22 1799, General Harris despatched a draft of Peace Treaty as 
a preliminary one. By that Tipu was directed to give 50% of his 
territories and the war expenditure to the British East India Company. 
Tipu was to send two of his sons as hostages. Further Tipu should 
leave the Fort of Srirangapatnam, to the British to be under their 
custody till the actual peace treaty was signed between the British and 
Tipu. Tipu was insisted to execute the above things in 24 hours. Such 
humiliating, harsh terms and conditions prevented Tipu from offering 
any reply. Tipu became confused and finally decided to fight facing 
victory or defeat. Tipu, who never cared for a life without fame, 
pointed out that "it was better to die like a soldier than to live a 


dependent on the infidels"®® 


Battle Field in Srirangapatnam Fort 

On April 21, 1799, Tipu Sultan depended the Fort with great zeal 
and enthusiasm. The loss on Tipu's side was heavy. The supportive 
French troops too met with reverse and setbacks. The position of Tipu 
was precarious. His request for peace through the letter on April 28 


was replied in the negative and General Harris informed that it would 


43 


be impossible to alter the conditions referred earlier. He even refused 
to receive the embassies without any hostage. The war too continued 
ceaselessly. On May 2 and 3 the British, by their rigorous activities, 
were able to make penetrations into the Fort of Srirangapatnam. At this 
critical juncture when the British forces suffered for want of food the 
operations were delayed. But Mir Sadique, the Diwan came to help the 
British. He also postponed the attack until noon by engaging 
conversation with the British. In the meantime the required war 
preparations were got ready. Tipu, who stayed at a choultry in the 
northern side, issued commands to his Generals and defended the Fort. 
On May 4, 1799, under the command of Major General Baired 2,494 
Europeans and 1,882 native soldiers were got ready in the trenches to 


revive the attack.8” 


When the attack started Mir Sadiq left the place along with his 
troops to distribute their salary. The position became beyond the 
control of Tipu Sultan. As there was no proper opposition to the 
English, Tipu's loyal commandant called Sayyid Ghaffar lost his life in 
the attack. At that time secret signals were given to the alien forces by 
the traitors of Tipu. So it was easy for the enemies within seven 
minutes to hoist their flag on the top of the breach. Tipu's army met 


with heavy causalities. Subsequently Col. Sherbrooke and Col. Dunlop 


44 


attacked the ramparts from different sides. The left wing was giving a 
stiff resistance. The English officials who were engaged in that region 
met with heavy causalities. Major Lampton was driven out from that 
area. But within an hour the position became an adverse one. All the 


areas except the palace came under the control of the British troops.* 


On May 4, 1799, from morning onwards, Tipu Sultan was busy. 
He issued orders to repair the breaches. As he was a pious and devoted 
Muslim, after undertaking the religions adulations, the news about the 
death of Sayyid Gaffor reached him. He rushed to the western part just 
to witness the fluttering of the British flag there.8? Tipu made vain 
attempts to collect his soldiers who were running away mainly to 
safeguard themselves from the fire of the British. Tipu who fought like 
an ordinary soldier on foot was wounded. But after mounting the horse 
which was also wounded, Tipu rushed to the eastern part of the 
palace”. Mir Nadim, a traitor due to his villainous secret contact with 
Diwan Mir Sadiq, an ally of the British, refused to open the water gate. 
At such a critical stage, Tipu with all courage fought against the 
enemies. But he could achieve nothing and gave up his life due to a 
bullet shot through his left breast. Mir Rasa Khan, his Personal 
assistant also met with the same fate of his master.®! But the English 


were unaware of the death of Tipu. Major Allan, who was directed to 
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enter into the palace, was able to take the members of the Royal family 
as captives. But after a long search, the British were able to identify the 
body of Tipu in the battle ground with severe injuries and heavy 
wounds. On May 5, 1799, the body of the heroic Mysore tiger was 
taken on a procession to Lalbagh and there he was cremated at the side 
of his father Hyder Ali's grave. Tipu died at the age of 50, after ruling 


for a period of 17 years and four months.% 


Sword of Tipu Sultan 

During the course of the war between May 4 and 6, 1799, the 
British army committed a lot of atrocities such as looting and burning 
at Srirangapatnam. The treasury was also looted. Along with jewels, 
the golden throne of Tiger Tipu was also carried away from the palace. 
Only on May 6, 1799, col. Wellesley effected peace. Purnaiya, Dumar- 
ud-din Khan and members of high level officials of Tipu also 
surrendered. The princes were paid an allowance of 2,24,000 pagodas 
annually and were sent to Vellore Fort. With the death of Tipu the 


Muslim Rule in Mysore was also brought to an end.® 


By the war the British made it clear that no ruler should emerge 
in Mysore like Tipu Sultan to oppose the European enemies. Further 
the conquest of Mysore was an eminent activity and brilliant success to 


the British powers.® This victory fetched the title "Marques" to Lord 


46 


Wellesley. The sword of Tipu was sent to London. On June 22, the 
conquered territories were divided among the British and its allies. The 
British attacked the entire Canara, Wynad, Coimbatore, Dharapuram, 
Srirangapatnam and Patna. Tipu's territories beyond Tungabhadra, 
Western and Eastern ghats became the British properties*®. Nizam of 
Hyderabad, who assisted the British in the eviction of Tipu got the 
territories such as Gurramkonda, and Doab Districts.” Panaje and 


Bellore areas were granted to the ruler of Goorg.% 


Krishnaraja Wodayar III, the Son of Krishnaraja II and 
Lakshmanan were made as the ruler of Mysore with restricted areas. 
He concluded the subsidiary alliance with the British on July 8, 1799.9 
It is obvious that Lord Wellesley was correct in his estimation that the 
suppression of the power of Tipu would make him to have an easy 
access to subdue the Marathas and the Nizams of Hyderabad. Tipu, 
who was loved mostly by all his people till his end, did not submit 


before the enemy and offered his own life for the sake of his country. 


Tipu Sultan to sum up was the ablest son of a ferocious Hyder 
Ali the defacto ruler of the Mysore Kingdom. The Wadiyar king of 
Mysore was dethroned by Hyder Ali who was only a Faujdar. In the 


disguise of suppressing revolt in the kingdom Hyder Ali gained 
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support of the army and captured power. He made his son Tipu Sultan 
his heir by giving necessary education and military training.!° During 
his expeditions against the enemies, Tipu accompanied him. At the age 
of 17, he became a commander of a wing and fought along with his 
father. As a prince he was given maiden assignment to attack the 
Palayagar of balam. The rebellious chief was defected and taken 
prisoner Subsequently when Hyder Ali marched towards the Fort. 
George along with his powerful cavalry, Tipu joined him as a 
commander. The ravages in the Carnatic followed by the capture of 
many forts ended with the coming of Sir Eyre Coote, the British 
commander in to the scene. After the death of Hyder Ali in the 
Carnatic, Tipusultan carried on the flame of enmity towards the British 


in south India. 
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Chapter II 


TIPU SULTAN’S MILITARY ADMINISTRATION 


After the Second Anglo - Mysore war 

The peninsular India during the second half of the 18'* century 
witnessed drastic political changes. Especially in Mysore, Hyder Ali of 
Mysore was coming to the forefront as Faujdar of Dindigul in 1755. By 
increasing his armed forces, he became the master of Mysore by 
keeping Srirangapatnam as his capital. In the political rivalry between 
the French and the English, Hyder Ali’s role became significant. The 
First Anglo - Mysore war 1767- 1769, the Second Anglo- Mysore war 
1780-1784, the Third Anglo- Mysore war 1790-1792, and the Fourth 
Anglo- Mysore War 1799, led to destructive political scenes in the 
Mysore region. Under such circumstances Tipu Sultan, the son of 
Hyder Ali and Fathima, emerged as a significant and powerful ruler. 
The word ‘Sultan’ included in his name itself indicates that he was 
known as a born prince and ruler.! Hyder Ali used to visit Dargha of 
Aulia, a saint for getting a good child birth to his wife Fathima. 
(Fukr-un-nisha). A male child was born in 1750, and was named as 
Tipu Sultan Hyder Ali was a subadar in the Mysore Army. But his 


ambition was to make his son a Sultan. 
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Aulia Tipu Sultan, trained properly by his father Hyder Ali in 
his military pursuits, was able to acquire military traits by using his 
own boldness. He was able to inculcate discipline and fidelity in the 
minds of his soldiers. He despised the use of palanquins as a means of 
transport because it was to be used only by women and invalids. He 
was able to explore his valour. After assuming the title Padshah in 
1787, he released coins in his own name with cyclic years and months. 
His innovations in various fields exposed him as a man of practical 
genius.? He was a fascinating personality due to his bravery and daring 
qualities.> Though Arshad Beg Kham was in charge of Malabar as civil 
and military Governor, he was capable of estimating the actual political 
situation of his country and introduced tranquility and contentment. 
Tipu introduced his reforms in all his territories except Malabar.+ 
Thus he proved his capacity to discern things and was able to 
face oddities of any nature boldly and set them aside in diplomatic 
manner. For instance during December 1788, when there was a 
rebellion of Nairs in Malabar due to the maladministration, Tipu took 
direct action. On January 20, 1789, he himself proceeded to Malabar 
and by dividing his troops into many divisions, chased the rebels and 
suppressed them after hunting and they were compelled to face 


conversion.° 
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Tipu Sultan was careful in avoiding his military pursuits from 
interfering in his family activities. While he was in Malabar, he 
celebrated the marriage of his son Abdul Kalik with the daughter of 
Dowager the Chief of Cannanore.® On par with the policies of his father 
Hyder Ali, Tipu was also keen on acquiring Travancore. Due to his 
father’s long absence in Travancore, due to his diverted attention 
towards the British between 1780-1789, Tipu concentrated his attention 
on Travancore and on May 8, 1790, he reduced the garrisons of the Raja 
of Cranganore and demolished the Fort. But he could not proceed 
further and was forced to retreat to Srirangapatnam. In the meantime 
he had to face his formidable enemies such as the British in the Third 
Anglo - Mysore war from 1790-1792.’ Even after the French Revolution, 
while the French and the British continued their wars in their colonial 
settlements, Tipu diplomatically opposed the British in India and had 
negotiations with Louis XVI of France.8 He was also interested in 
maintaining the decorum of his country. He executed apt services at 


the appropriate time. 


Tipu’s Enmity with the British 
He had his own firm convictions which were essential for a true 
ruler and military general. After the Treaty of Mangalore at the end of 


the Second Anglo - Mysore War of 1784, Tipu Sultan was so firm in 
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destroying and drove away the British from the Indian soil. 
Subsequently Tipu was determined in his efforts for the removal of the 
British even by having peace and negotiations with the Nizam of 
Hyderabad and the Marathas. When the British devoted their attention 
towards the Carnatic, Tipu, with a standing army of 4000 soldiers got 
the support of the French,? by making payments of huge sums of 
money and commercial concessions decided to execute his scheme of 
driving away the British from the Indian soil.!° Tipu was always 
offensive and carried out things by his own personal intervention. He 
believed that such an action would not only exhibit his sincerity but 
also make the allies to gain the hopes of success and eventually the 
common enemy would get distorted.!! Though Tipu was deprived of 
his leisure time, he was unmindful of such prerogatives and showed 


interest to his own aims and objectives. 


Tipu Sultan was specific in destroying the Carnatic for the safety 
and security of the Mysoreans. By that Tipu opined that he would face 
the English army, which was advancing even by leaving or destroying 
their baggages. Tipu determined to utilise the antagonisms of the 
native palayagars in his favour against the British. But when he failed 


and when he was not able to get the French support, he proceeded to 
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Bangalore to remove the British.!2 Thus Tipu was capable of estimating 


the prevailing condition aptly and took prompt decisions. 


Mobilizing the Army 

From 1784, Tipu Sultan had been adopting his own strategies. In 
his Saker Khodadad (God given government) the role of the army was an 
admirable one. He even included the non captives in his army. Those 
who were brought from the East coast formed a separate group called 
Asad Ilahi. The Portuguese Christians also known as Nazarenes captured 
from the west coast were included in his army. They were formed into 
battalions of 500 each. Christians were converted to Islam and they 
were called Ahmadi Corps. The prisoners from the Coorg region were 
also converted and were formed into elight Risalas of regiments. 
Obsolete Persian and Tukish words were substituted for all French or 
English words of command. On the basis of the writings of Zain - ul 
Abidin called Futhul - Mujahideen Triumph of the Holy Warriors, a 
Manual of military administration of the army made it a well 


maintained one.!3 


The numbers of regiments, companies, battalions were not 
constant and uniform. According to time and need, they were changed. 
Tipu Sultan was giving all sorts of training to all the soldiers. It enabled 


him to make changes in infantry, cavalry and artillery. Men of specific 
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caliber were selected and formed into a separate group called Kushoon 
and they were placed under the control of special and separate officer 
called Sipahdar. Under the colonels called Risaldars there were ten 
Jowkidors or Captains. The Bakshi, and Mustasaddis were also included 
in the Kushoon. The Risalas were commanded by a Risaldar. The Jugs 
were under the control of the Jugdar (or Jougdar). Under these divisions 
there were Sarkhals. Jamadars, Dafadars and Yayakdars.‘4 The above facts 
indicate that Tipu was particular in maintaining a disciplined and well 
knitted units of armed forces. For the cause of improvement of the 
army and to introduce the spirit of emulation among the components 
of the army, he was alert and earnest.!5 He never allowed his personal 
attention to deviate from the treatment of his forces. Because of that at 
times of war and peace the superior virtues of his army were kept 


intact. 


His praise-worthy military genius emanated from his own 
individual talent and caliber. As he was able to notice the laudable 
features of the French and British military forces, Tipu Sultan divided 
the military administration into two categories namely the Mirmiran 
Department and the Mirsudar Department. While the first was in 
charge of the total general administration of the entire army, the second 


was enlisting and recruiting the native local troops within his region. 
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The latter one was also in charge of the inspection of defense forces and 
the maintenance and upkeep of Forts. It was even entrusted with the 
duty to supply all food and provisions along with weapons required 
for the troops in the Forts. At the highest pedestal of the armed forces 


the Sultan was the Chief Commander of the army.!¢ 


In this regard it will be apt to have an idea about the other 
officials attached to the army. By adapting European models, regular 
horse regiments were also constituted. Teeptar was equal to that of a 
Major while Subadar was an Adjutant. They were also known as 
Youzdar and Nakib respectively. Nakib was also called Yussakehi and 
Shurbuhuru. The Yussakehi was included in the Kushoon and Shurbuhury 
in other wings. The Mokubdhar were commanding the Cavalry. The 
regular infantry was known as Bar Cutcheri or Jush Cutcheri. The Ushkeri 
Cutcheri was the regular horse forces. The Bundeh or slave cutcheri was 
the regular horse forces. The Bundeh or slave Cutcheri was known as 
Azad Ilahi Cutcheri. They were all experts in using rifles. All needed 
facilities were provided to them. He was particular in improving 
infantry and artillery at the expense of cavalry.!”7 By following such 
uniform and standardized system, Tipu sultan was able to excel the 
military qualities of his contemporary powers. Anyhow Tipu’s 


resources were inferior those of the British. That too could be cited as 
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one of the causes for his fall along with those of the betrayal of his own 


men and the weakness of the army. 


He had made arrangements for the upkeep of the lower grade 
officials. The former even enjoyed the right to punish the flaws of the 
lower. Thus Tipu Sultan’s arrangements were based on terror and fear. 
A Court Martial was also there to try the cases of military officials. The 
role of Sipahdar was quite an appealing one. He maintained a regulated 
master roll. As he was the inspecting authority of men and material, he 
commanded respect and fear from others. He conducted regular 
parades on European models. He was even prepared to get written 
opinion of the Risaldars regarding doubts, difficulties and problems. 
Every act of the armed forces were executed with mutual consent and 
compromise. No factionalism was allowed among the troops on any 
account.!8 The system of disbursement of the salary was a prompt one. 
Bakshi was incharge of preparing the pay bill of the troops. The amount 
needed was collected from the treasury at Srirangapatnam. The 


payment was made regularly on the first day of every month.!9 


But after his failure in the Third Anglo - Mysore War 1790 - 
1792, and after the Treaty of Srirangapatnam in 1792, the position of the 


army was changed. It comprised of 7000 cavalry, 30,000 infantry and 
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2000, artillery. In 1794, the strength of the army was further minimised. 
It consisted of 6,450 horses, 23,800 infantry and 3,500 artillery. Tipu 
Sultan spent nearly 24,30,180 pagodas for the maintenance of the army 
and 5,70,331 pagodas for keeping the garrisons and Forts. Though he 
was forced to reduce his military strength, it was not below the 
optimum level. But the loss of the whole of Salem district, except Hosur 


Taluk and the loss of army had crippled him partly.2° 


Strategic Forts and Roads 

From 1767 - 1799, Col. Smith and General Meadows had fought 
against Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan in the Kongu region especially at 
places like Baramahal, Salem, Attur, Sendamangalam, Namakkal, 
Tenkanikkottai, Karimangalam, Dharmapuri, Krishnagiri, Rayakottai, 
Sankagiri durg, Satyamangalam, Erode, Bhavani, Dindigul, 
Coimbatore, Dharapuram etc. All these places had Forts which were 
treated as a means for both offensive as well as defensive wars. They 
stand testimony to the engineering skill of the Mysore Muhammaden 
rulers, Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan.?! In the same way Tipu was quite 
interested in road making,” for sake of military operations and 
movement of people and commercial foods. Tipu felt the need for good 
roads. During the period of Tipu the Sathyamangalam to Avanashi to 


Coimbatore road was formed which became a familiar route between 
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Mysore and Coimbatore. He also laid the road between Bangalore and 
Salem touching Hosur and Dharmapuri.% In addition to that Tipu 
introduced wheeled traffic at Malabar for satisfying multipurpose 
needs. Tipu, as a humane ruler, treated his soldiers with sympathy. He 
protected and encouraged them for the sake of the welfare of the 
kingdom.”4 Any how the State was known for its military despotism, 
and the traders and even the common people were afraid of the 
officials, for they were men carrying always a sword with them. Hyder 
Ali and Tipu due to their military qualities kept officials under their 
tight control. Tipu, as a military genius, was ever prepared to be on 
the move to meet with any emergencies at times of war. During the 
Second Anglo - Mysore War in 1781, when the English was so firm in 
defending Vellore, the rebellion broke out at Thalaicherry and Tipu 
had to rush to the west coast. But when he heard of the death of his 
father Hyder Ali on December 7, 1782, he proceeded to Srirangapatnam 
by leaving the western coast open to the English. But Tipu within a 
span of seven years between the Third 1790-1792, and Forth Anglo - 
Mysore wars in 1799, had been strengthening all the fortresses. Though 
the strength of his army was reduced, Tipu due to his own self 
confidence and expected help from the French, determined to continue 


the war. On the side of the English, Captain Reed was made as 
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Collector. He kept the 15t battalion under him. At Pennagaram 


Captain Turing was incharge of the fourth battalion.”6 


At Sankagiri the 224 battalion was managed by captain Grang. 
In Salem a battalion was controlled by Macdonald. At Athoor Col. 
Campell was incharge of a force. On February 11, 1799, General Harris 
started and after crossing Kanganahalli and Senji. Tipu Sultan’s 
expectations of the arrival of General Harris were duped. Though Tipu 
wanted peace, he could not concede to the demand of payment of four 
crores of rupees, four sons and four officials as hostages. Tipu even 
after his miscalculation, continued the war alone and paid for his 
own life as penalty in the Fourth Anglo - Mysore War in 1799.27 
Further eventhough he failed in the Third Mysore war 1790 - 1792, 
he made all possible efforts to strengthen his own powers to 
overthrow the British power. The British diplomacy was mainly to cut 
off the Mysore powers from having any approach with other native 


powers.”8 


Tipu Sultan Became the Ruler 

Tipu Sultan, like his father, was interested in adopting the policy 
of expansion and consolidation of the Mysore power. On December 29, 
1782, when he assumed change as ruler after the death of his father at 


Narsingarayanpet, Mysore was in a critical condition. But Tipu 


66 


converted that disaster into a renowned victory by using his own 
personal military traits. Eventhough the British had subdued 
Hardarghar, Bednur, Hanavar and Mangalore, Tipu cut off the 
communication of General Mathews with Madras armies. Not only 
that, Tipu arrested General Mathews and his men. By his gradual and 
steady progress, he enhanced his landed possessions after winning the 
British marginally. But due to the desertion by the French at this critical 
juncture, Tipu could not enjoy the fruit successfully. He lost the 
opportunity of becoming the master of South India. Further the 
Mangalore Treaty signed on March 11, 1784, though maintained the 
statusquo among Tipu and the English, it testifies to the military traits 


of Tipu.” 


Tipu Sultan had faced many difficulties at a time. While he was 
engaged in the Second Anglo - Mysore War 1780 - 1784, attempts were 
made to remove him from power. Tipu, by using his military caliber 
suppressed his opponents and defeated Raja of Balam, who too 
rebelled against him. Tipu had to oppose the Maratha leader Nana 
Fadnavis who had made an alliance with the Nizam of Hyderabad. 
After the loss of some territories, Nana Fadnavis, made alliance with 
Tipu an alliance, in 1787.°° Such facts reveal Tipu’s superior virtues. As 


he had to fight with this enemies throughout his life time it could be 
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inferred that his valour alone did not save him. From that time 


onwards Tipu never succeeded.*! 


Being a statesman he gave appointments and authority to all 
according to their merit and efficiency irrespective of their caste and 
creed. Even his non-Muslim citizens were treated generously. He was 
a religious tolerant. Despite his numerous wars he never neglected 
either agriculture or welfare of his people.%? Since the 18 century was 
congenial for military activities and adventures, Tipu Sultan was not an 
exception with regard to south India. Out of necessity Tipu had to 
concentrate of raising and maintaining an efficient military force. As he 
was aware of the need for a navy, in 1796 he established a Board of 
Admiralty and planned for a fleet of 22 battle ships. Dockyards were 
also founded at Mangalore, Walajabad and Mohidabad. Though he did 
not succeed in his attempts, he convinced himself by saying that he 
could evict their resources in the land. Due to his own personal traits 
his soldiers were loyal to him and were always disciplined.** This was a 
commendable quality with regard to his military administration. His 
military activities prove that he wanted to have an autonomous power 


for himself .34 
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War with Neighbouring Powers 

Tipu Sultan after the death of his father became more vigorous. 
The British government of Madras was desirous of having negotiations 
with Tipu. He was always ready to repulse the attacks of his enemies. 
While he was engaged in Mangalore, when General Mathews captured 
Bednur, Tipu reacted immediately and recaptured Bendur along with 
General Mathews on April 30, 1783. Further while he besieged 
Mangalore between May 4, 1793, and January 30, 1784, the Governor 
Macartney could not do anything for peace. But by propagating the 
news that the inefficient English demanded peaces. Tipu was capable 
of making them to review their course of action thoroughly. This 
proves that both Tipu and the British were unable to supersede each 
other and Tipu, the shadow of God was able to bring peace for the 
remaining half a decade between the Second Anglo - Mysore War 1780- 
1784 and the Third Anglo - Mysore war 1790-1792. Tipu was able to 
think that except destroying the alien enemies there would be peace 


and tranquility for him.% 


Tipu Sultan was always prompt and decisive both at times of 
war and peace. On May 21, 1784, when both the Marathas and the 
Hyderabad Nizam designed for a joined attack of Tipu, he was calm, 


serene and left undisturbed. He demanded Bijapur from the 
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Hyderabad Nizam and compelled him to make an annual tribute as a 
vassal. The opposition shown to Tipu by Hyderabad Nizam encouraged 
the former to commence a fresh war. Further Tipu was eager to get 
Kittur and Nargund from the Marathas. During September 1785, Tipu 
was able to succeed. It was possible for Tipu because he was able to 
have a strong army composed of young Muslim Leaders. So after long 
exchanges after May 21, 1786, the position became favourable to Tipu 
who was known for his firm and adamant convictions. Adoni came 
under Tipu, Savanur too came under his control along with Haripant.*¢ 
Thus the thoughts and the actions of Tipu coincided with one 
another.°” As it was an essential prerequisite for a military genius, Tipu 
was capable of keeping the Marathas and the Nizam of Hyderabad 
under control. But when they joined together with the British, Tipu’s 
position became precarious. By the Treaty of Yajen drafted between 
Tipu and Nana Fadnavis with the mediator Holkar, the former had to 
accept the following provisions.** 1. Tipu had to pay Rs. 48 lakhs to the 
Marathas in two installments 2. He had to return Badami, Urguard and 
Kattur to the Marathas. 3. Adoni had to be handed over to the 
Hyderabad Nizam. 4. Savanur should be handed over to the Nawab 


under the protectorate of Marathas. 5. Tipu had to release all the war 
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captives. It is obvious from the above facts that Tipu had to face heavy 


hardship during the last decade of his life. 


As a true diplomat, to counter the English in India, Tipu Sultan 
sought the support of the French, their European rival. As both were 
the fighting forces in India, Tipu exploited their enmity in his favour.°%? 
The French, the aggressive and deadly enemies of the British, designed 
to play their role in India along with Tipu, who was having high hopes 
over the French. The French Revolution, 1789 which stood for liberty, 
equality and fraternity, was accepted by Tipu and opposed by the 
English who had unshakable faith over the crown and monarchical of 
Government.*° Anyhow at the far end of his life, Tipu was unable to 
gain their support in time. While the natives such as the Marathas and 
the Hyderabad Nizam were supporting the alien British, Tipu, the 
powerful nationalist had to fight alone. Though Tipu was expecting 
help from the French the Maratha Nana Fadnavis was prepared for 
war. Before that Tipu invited the French, ruler Louis XVI to invade 
India. Tipu’s failure to gain support from the French did not stand in 
his way against his enemies. In May 1790, he introduced Col. 
Meadows. But after the arrival of Lord Cornwallis at Madras on 
December 12, 1790, the position began to change in favour of the 


British. During the Second Anglo - Mysore war Badri - ud - Zaman 
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Khan, a reliable officer of Tipu defended Diwan in April 1792. At this 
Juncture Tipu decided to receive the neutrality of Maratha but in vain. 
Anyhow Tipu’s spies were capable of preventing the intelligence news 
reaching either to the Marathas or to the Nizam of Hyderabad or to the 
English. That made the English to retreat for a short while only.*! Such 
fluctuating fortunes did not prevent his fall at the end. Though Tipu 
acted effectively according to time and need, he was unsuccessful 
because fortune was against him in the form of the natives such as the 
Marathas, the Hyderabad Nizam, the Raja of Travancore, etc. Further 
by the constant enemity of Lord Cornwallis and the encircling danger 
compelled Tipu to withdraw and he signed the treaty to bring the 
Third Anglo - Mysore War to an end in 1792. Even for negotiating the 
Treaty Tipu sent his Diwan, Purnaiah. This reveals that Tipu never 
hesitated to take suitable steps to maintain the decorum of 


administration. 


Tipu Sultan in Tanjavur and Arcot Region 

Another opportunity is provided to estimate the military 
qualities of Tipu Sultan. After the surrender of Col. Braithwaite in 1789, 
Tipu brought Tanjore under Mysore rule for a period of six months. 
Tipu was able to get a huge amount. As pointed out by Fr. Schwatz, the 


abduction of 12,000 children by Tipu in late 1784, caused distresses 
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largely.*2 During the Third Anglo - Mysore War 1790 - 1792, when the 
British, the Marathas and the Hyderabad Nizam engaged in the war, 
Tipu cleverly decided to oppose every one of them separately and 
single handedly. At that time Col. Munro was able to see the sight of 
the Srirangam Fort and sieged for 30 days but could not penetrate. 
Thus the military arrangements were quite defensive in nature. It took 


a long time for the enemies to overcome Tipu. 


As rightly observed by Lord Wellesley, Tipu Sultan and his 
military strategies served as a model for others. He also added that it 
was their fortune to have the other enemies as cowards. Then British, 
by adopting the technique of divide and rule, by corrupting the 
officials of Tipu took them to their side. So in 1799, Lord Wellesley 
informed his higher authorities that they could overcome Tipu after 
that. To evict the alien British power from this land Tipu was willing to 
have an united front of the natives against them. By contacting France, 
Turkey, Afghanistan and Islam rulers, he had planned to enhance his 
commercial pursuits and military strength. So in 1798, Lord Wellesley 
was more particular in suppressing Tipu than having wars with the 
northern rulers.“4 If he had waged a war with northern rulers, Tipu 
would have possibly become the master of the peninsular India. 


Further Tipu was the first South Indian ruler who attempted to 
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suppress the British rule in India with the support of the different 
nations of the world. By contributing money to the American War of 
Independence against the British, he had pinpointed that such fights 
should continue till the end of autocracy. He did not belong to any 
hereditary dynasty which offered him the opportunity to oppose 
colonialism. He was so critical that the colonial rule in India could be 
removed only by the establishment of a trained modern army.* The 
soldiers and Dalits were enjoying land granted by him. He believed 
that scientific development, industrial progress and commercial 
growth would be the basis for a strong rule military regime. It is worth 
to note that Tipu, due to his better understanding of the political 
situations, ordered his land revenue officials to give a gun to every 
peasant and they should be given training in shooting every day.*6 
Thus in every inch of his life he was a military genius. Even after his 
death, Dundaji Waugh, his General continued the war and paid 


homage to his master.*” 


Tipu Sultan’s relations with the Carnatic feudatories must also 
be analysed to understand him as a military genius. The scheme 
between the Nawabs of Carnatic and Mysore encouraged the feudatory 
powers like Namagiripalayam, Punganur. Dindigul, Kangundi to rise 


against Tipu.4® When Swamy Naick of Ramagiripalayam began to 


74 


oppose Tipu, the problem started. Anyhow Tipu stopped the invasions 
and wanted a peaceful settlement by negotiations. So during April 
1785, he sent Malliapillai, Sershaiah, Krishnaraja and Vengatagiri to 
Trichirapalli for negotiations to bring forth peace. Alexander Dyce and 
Robert Andrews represented the British.“? The members of Tipu 
demanded four lakhs of Rupees as compensation and restoration of 
Vellaner and Wooparmangalam.° Finally it was agreed to give 
Rs.86.273 along with those two villages. But when Swamy Naick 
refused to accept the arrangement, Tipu was infuriated. Tipu wanted to 
take actions against the rebels which aggravated the hostility between 
Tipu and the allied powers.5! So Tipu was a man of understanding in 
nature and was not severe all of a sudden. He stood for peace and 


negotiations, but when it was negativated he changed his attitude. 


Tipu Sultan started the fortification of his territories. They were 
even defended by Mysore soldiers to avoid untoward occurrences.°*? 
Tipu was categorical to inform the others like the Nawab of Arcot and 
the English that they had no right to interfere with the internal issues of 
Mysore. But the problem between Tipu and the feudatory powers 
were left without finding any solution. It was not because of Tipu but 
mainly due to the investigation of the natives against Tipu. So Tipu 


was calm in dealing with the situations. Before attacking the enemy, 
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he used to make elaborate preparations. For instance in 1785, while he 
decided to attack, he sought the help of the Sultan of Turkey by 
sending an Ambassador to Constantinople.4 The French at 
Pondicherry were requested to give five thousand lakhs. When the 
Carnatic Nawab introduced the passport system to curtail 
unauthorised entry from Pondicherry and decided to put an end to the 
activities of Tipu, he with the support of the English troops made an 
alliance.> Tipu was forced to strengthen his army till he confronted 
either with Travancore or Arcot.5° Thus for Tipu who was against the 
feudatories, the war situation was not conducive and Tipu could not 
get the required help from the French and the Nawab was preparing 
for negotiations with the native powers.” The English adopted a policy 
of non intervention because they had no cause to intervene in the 


affairs of Tipu. He was watching the entire situation with utmost care. 


Problems of Travancore 

The issue between Tipu Sultan and Ramavarma, the ruler of 
Travancore too could be taken as an illustration to notify the military 
traits of Tipu. Ramavarma offered protections to the rebellious vassals 
who were against Tipu.>* Further when Ramavarma took possessions 
of Alaijgai, Pavanur, Ayacottoh and Cranganore, Tipu became 


Courageous.*? As the British could not get any monetary benefit by 
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helping Ramavarma, they abstained themselves from helping him. This 
paved an opportunity for Tipu to attack Travancore on December 29, 
1789° and captured Cranganore, Ayacottah and Pavanur in May 1790. 
The British utilized this chance and declared war against Mysore.* 
Tipu was forced to give up his operation at Travancore and he had to 
take defence. General William Meadows taking advantage of this 
situation, captured Karur on 13 June, 1790, and _ occupied 
Aravakkurichi, Dharapuram and Coimbatore in July 1790. But Tipu 
recovered Sathyamangalam, Erode and Dharapuram These facts reveal 
that Tipu’s constant warfare prevented the Mysore British from the 
invasion Mysore. It also made Tipu to be ever alert and cautious to 
avoid the attack of Mysore and Palghat by the British. Tipu, the 
diplomat, suddenly attacked Hamilton Maxwell's army and defeated 
him at Krishnagiri. Further due to monsoon variations and lack of food 
supply, the English were delaying their invasions over Mysore.% 
Anyhow the British annexed Cranganore on December 17, 1790, and 
signed an agreement with Raja, Ramavarma on January 2, 1791. Thus 
Tipu lost control over the western coast of Mysore due to the superior 


military tactics of the British. 


The English by the proclamations of August 7, 17906 and 


September 13, 1790, were able to take control over the revenue 
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administration of the Carnatic under Mohammed Ali and Amir Singh. 
At this juncture, Tipu Sultan, though he could not capture 
Tiruchirapali, captured Srirangam on November 29, 1790, Rangangiri 
and Perumalkoil in December 1790, and January 1791, respectively. 
Tipu approached Mohammed Ali to seek his support to oppose the 
British. But he denied it because he expected that he could get much 
territories of Mysore by supporting the British.” Thus the endeavours 
of Tipu was impeded because of non - availability of any help either 
from the French or from the native rulers. By setting side his trials at 
Carnatic, he devoted his attention to defend Mysore. Thus his area of 
operation also began to shrink in the nineties of the 18' century. That 
led to the Second Anglo - Mysore war 1790-1792 which will be 


analysed in the succeeding chapter. 


Blunters of Tipu 

The British, mainly to protect Travancore and Carnatic were 
keen on Mysore. Further by overthrowing Tipu Sultan the British 
were eager to strengthen their power in the south of the peninsular 
India. The failure of Tipu in the Third Anglo - Mysore war in 1792, 
prompted enhancement of the status and prestige of the British in the 
areas in and around Mysore. At the same time Tipu too committed 


certain blunters. He weakened himself by eliminating the 
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Zamindars of Dharapuram, Ratnagiri, Mullavoikkal, Annegundi, 
Uchangidurgam.® In addition to that Tipu, to increase his financial 
position, enhanced the taxes from the farmers, merchants and 
artisans.” Loans were also collected from the merchants who were 
compelled to sell their products and commodities to the Government at 
cheaper rates. Those who opposed the orders were punished. Tipu 


earned the displeasure and dissatisfaction of different sets of people.”! 


Those dissatisfied people migrated to Carnatic without clearing 
their debts to the Mysore Government.” The disloyals even plundered 
the wealth of the neighbours with the support of Mysore officials. 
Along with his constant wars, the loss of income in the above said 
manner prevented Tipu Sultan from having a regular administration. 
To solve this precarious and calamitous issue, Tipu expressed his 
desire of having friendship with the allied powers.” By making threats 
to the English, Tipu wanted to get back the emigrants. The English 
informed that the criminals would he surrendered to the Mysore but 
the merchants, farmers and artisans could not be submitted to Tipu. 
Anyhow it was stated that they were directed to clear of their debts to 
the Mysore.“ So Tipu could never make any restoration of the 
emigrants. He even wrote to Muhammed Ali that he had treated all the 


Muslims as brothers. Further their union would make them a powerful 
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and unshakable force in the peninsular India. On that line he even 
appealed to Muhammed Ali to be a friend of him against the alien 
enemies.” While Tipu was able to realise his deterioration, he was not 
unwilling to allow the English to be powerful in the south. So on racial 
grounds he approached Mohammed Ali. All such things suggest that 
Tipu was a man of firm convictions and without bothering about his 
personal wishes, he stood for the nation and against the British who 
were making hectic efforts to subdue India. Tipu was also well aware 
of the fact that the English would never hesitate to continue their 


military operations against him and his ruling domain.” 


On October 13, 1795, Umdat - Ul - Umarah, one of the sons of 
Mohammed Ali acknowledged the views of Tipu Sultan and requested 
him to depute a Commission to the British to have an enquiry. Tipu 
could not accept such proposals because he knew the diplomacy of the 
British.””7 But Tipu, to avoid the military expedition of the English 
against Mysore, accepted the views of the English and the Court of 
enquiry was conducted by Macpherson and Calmespalli on May 29, 
1797. But they refused and forced others to repay the debts. Such things 
aggravated the situation between Tipu and the British. These situations 
formed the basis for the Fourth Anglo-Mysore War in 1799. Tipu's 


personal military qualities led to the movement of all the activities 
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centering on his military powers.”8 All the notable qualities were the 


outcome of his militancy and efficient military administration. 


Developing Naval Force 

Tipu Sultan did everything with utmost care. For instance 
during September 1785, a separate Admiralty Board was constituted 
before the actual establishment of a Navy in 1787. Thus only after 
making preparatory arrangements things were executed neatly.” As he 
had faith over the concept of decentralisation, the Navy was placed 
under the control of Malik-al-Tujar. His Mukmnamah or the "ordinance 
of the Navy" issued in 1796, revealed the preparatory endeavours 
undertaken by him. Regular appointments were also made which in 
turn testified his capacities as a military genius. They were also divided 
into various grades of hierarchical older. 11 Mirs Yam regulated the 
navy from the head quarters, 30 Mirs Bahi were appointed to regulate 
the orders each ship had four Sordars and everyone of them were 
authorised to issue commands during different contexts. In the head 
quarters there were three office Superintendents, three Writers, twelve 
Gumasthas, one Gazi, two Naibs, eleven Gazirbashi, eleven Sharhasarari 
and one Farrash (Chamberlain), one torch bearer called Masalchi and 
one Sarlran (Camel driver). There were sailors called Khalari, Tipdars, 


Sabharasams, Nefti Nawazes, Shahnainawazer and Yuzdars.8° Among 
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them except the last one who was a superintendent, all the others were 
musketeers.8! Mysore Kingdom emerged as a Major power in India and 
a formidable challenge to the British. Hyder Ali developed the art of 
Mobile warfare by relying on cavalry. Hyder Ali had built up an 
efficient cavalry which consisted of several thousand horseman. That 
remained as the mainstay of his offensive and defensive teatices “the 


spear head of the Mysore Army®?. 


Anyhow it should be remembered that Tipu Sultan was always 
inflexible in his hatred. As he was aware of his misfortunes, he stopped 
sleeping on couches and preferred to lie on the ground. Then during 
his last period it appeared that “he could not follow any policy 
constantly.83 Frequently he abandoned the old order and introduced a 
new. There were perpetual transformations and they pulled down his 
prestige and honour. He was not ambitious like his contemporaries in 
amazing wealth. His principles of equality among his old and new 
officials not only avoided disparity but also caused problems among 
themselves. The name and prestege of the ruler was also at stake”. 
Further Tipu was particular in avoiding the influences of the 
palayagars, who had their own military forces which affected Tipu's 
military pursuits.84 So he minimised their rights and privileges. That 


too had its echo over Tipu and his subjects. 
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At the peak of his career, Hyder Ali died during the Second 
Anglo - Mysore War. As son Tipu Sultan took over the command of the 
Mysore army and continued the war. The British came forward for a 
settlement. Both the warring parties agreed to stop the Battle; exchange 
the powers and return all conquered territorial possessions. But the 
peace did not prevailed. As the Britishers attempted to improve the 
possessions and made overtures to the Marathas and the Nizam for an 
alliance, Tipu Sultan was compelled to prepare himself for another 
war. Lord Cornwallis, the Governor of Madras started preparing for an 
attack on Srirangapatnam. So Tipu Sultan started reviving his Military 
Administration. Tipu Sultan vowed to drove away the British from the 
Indian Soil. He had a powerful standing army who were trained by the 
French Warriors. His army included not only the native fighters, but 
also the Portuguese, the Persians, the Truths and many more Christian 
converts. The Sultan himself was the Chief Commander of the Army. 
The failure in the Third Anglo - Mysore war resulted in the loss of both 
territories and finances. But Tipu did not alter the strength of the army 
as well as the expenses. Forts and roads were reconstructed. Tipu tried 
to mobilize more funds by collecting taxes and arrears from the 
palayagars. Further be contacted the French Empire as well as the other 


friendly kingdoms for help in his fight against the British. 
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Thus it is evident that Tipu Sultan, who had strong will power 
and valour, could not go against the things which were unfavourable 
to him during his end. The confused state of political affairs, the 
absence of support from different quarters, the aim of the British to 
establish a colony of their own in India, the betrayal of his own 
officials, the ever changing fields of war fronts disturbed him greatly. 


So he fought alone against the formidable enemy and ended his life. 
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Chapter III 


THE BATTLE OF DINDIGUL 


Hyder Ali’s Army After his Demise 

After the Treaty of Srirangapatnam in 1792, Tipu Sultan was a 
depressed and sad King of Mysore!. His two sons were taken away to 
Fort St. George by Lord Cornwallis as hostages and demanded a 
ransom.” The king started mobilizing his financial resources through 
collection of arrears of tribute from the palayagars of Dindigul region?. 
This move resulted hostilities between the British and the Mysore 
army*. Hyder Ali, himself an illiterate, trained his son in war and also 
gave scholastic education suitable for a Muslim ruler’. Tipu sultan 
ascended to the throne of Mysore at the age 32. After he became as the 
ruler, he showed shrewdness and commanded all his civil and military 
officials to execute their duties without any interruption®. His army 
was the best among the fighting forces in India’. In 1793, his army 
comprised of 7000 regular cavalry, 6000 irregular cavalry, 3000 regular 
infantry and 2000 artillery. The military expenditure of Tipu in 1794 
amounted to 24,30,186 pagodas and the maintenance charges of Forts 
came upto 5,70,331 pogodas®. Thus Tipu, even at the time of accession 


was a powerful warrior and had a huge army which enabled him to 
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involve in different invasions. Further he succeeded to acquire a vast 
Kingdom in between River Krishna in the north and Tirunelveli in the 
South. Eastern Ghats in the east and the Arabian Sea on the west were 
under his rule. Under such a pretext it will the apt to have an analysis 


of his invasions and contacts with the Dindigul region. 


Dindigul in 18 Century 

Dindigul, the second largest city in the district of Madurai, was 
the head quarters of a division and taluk and its population was 25,182. 
It included 3,947 Christians and 3,175, Muslim Rauvthars. The name 
Dindigul was obtained from a kind of rock called pillow rock (Tindukal 
in Tamil) which stands at its western end. Dindigul is now connected 
by road and train facilities. This municipality was then the 
headquarters of a Thasildar and sub Magistrate. It had a police station, 
a High School, an Hospital and a Dispensary for women and children. 
The Roman Catholics and the American Missions had established 
separate quarters there and built large churches’. Two fortifications are 
at the top were built by Muthu Krishnappa Nayak of Madurai 1602 - 
1609 A.D. Subsequently, Saiyad Sahib 1784-1790 A.D who was incharge 
of the Fort had improved it!°. The East India Company during Third 


Anglo-Mysore War, improved it as a new line of defence not in 
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conformity to the exact military principles of European science, but 


with a better attention to flanking defence". 


In 1811, Turnbull and Keys in their memoirs on the survey of 
the province of Dindigul and the garrison wrote that most of the men 
were lost due to the prevalence of an epidemic fever in 1813, the 
garrison was again instituted and 900 men were posted. It was 
maintained upto 1860!2. As Dindigul invasion was a significant one in 
the history of Tipu Sultan, the strategic Fort of Dindigul must be 
studied in detail. There was a mud wall on the south side of the rock 
and at the bottom of the rock there was a defensive force. There were 


eleven bastions and a deep dry ditch. 


There was one entrance in the lower Fort. A small gate was there 
near a small temple made of bricks. Between this and the rock are the 
remains of two storied brick and chunnam building and it was the 
residence of Saiyed Sahib!5. So, temporary barracks were arranged for 
quartering the soldiers. At the bottom of south eastern corner of the 
rock, there was a Garden house, which was the property of Col. 
Cuppage. There are 600 steps from the east and just opposite to that 
there is the old protestant cemetery. From the tomb stones it is evident 


that Harriot Hurdis, was the Collector in 1802. Near the rock, a small 
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mosque stands in beautiful white marble. The tomb is surrounded by a 
verandah supported by an arched colonnade, an ornamental dome and 
dwarf minarets. The Persian inscription available there attests the fact 
of the grave of Amir-un-nissa Begam, wife of Mir Razail Khan Bahadur 
who was the husband of the wife’s sister of Hyder Ali!*. He was the 
renter of the Dindigul taluk from 1772-1782, and Amir-Un-Nissa-Begam 
died on March 25, 1773 during child birth. Usually there was an Inam 
for the upkeep of the tomb. The place, now inhabited by Ravuthar, is 


called Begampur. 


Historical Events after Second Anglo-Mysore War 

Dindigul region was under the control of Hyder Ali but after his 
death it fell into the hands of the East India Company. Anyhow in 1768, 
it came under Tipu Sultan. Then on May 4, 1783, he surrendered 
Dindigul to the British. In 1784, the treaty of Mangalore was signed 
after the Second Anglo-Mysore War Tipu visited Dindigul region in 
1788 to collect arrears of tribute dues from the palayagars and 
requested many of their estates!5. This was the fluctuating fortune of 
Dindigul. Due to the rivalry between Tipu and the British, such things 
occurred. It is obvious that Dindigul was the cause for the diplomatic 
war between Tipu and the British even from his accession to the throne 


of Mysore!®. 
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In 1790, during the Second Anglo-Mysore war, Col. James Stuart 
besieged the fortress of Dindigul for the first time with utmost care of 
defence. The War materials of the British such as guns and ammunition 
were scanty and insufficient. So on August 20, 1790, the British were 
forced to maintain a different silence. Subsequently on the next day the 
British planned for a different approach. Col. James Stuart even 
without minding the shortage of arms and ammunitions charged with 
an attack. But the assault was repulsed and the British had to meet with 
the loss of life of six Europeans and the Ensign Davidson. But a major 
portion of the native garrison were abandoned during the night. In the 
next morning the Killadar, incharge of it was captured. From that time 
onwards Dindigul Fort was a territory of the British. They finally 
acquired it formally from Tipu in 1792. By the Treaty of 


Srirangapatnam Tipu lost almost half of the Mysore Kingdom”. 


Importance of Palayams around Dindigul 

Tipu Sultan started concentrating on Dindigul Palayams. He had 
to face the British opposition. Since Dindigul had 26 Palayams it is also 
necessary to estimate the problems on that line. Hyder Ali who 
ascended to the throne of Mysore in 1761, extended his control over the 
palayagars of Dindigul!8. When Khan Sahib (Marudanayagam) was 


placed at the command of the British over the palayagars, Hyder Ali 


95 


supported the palayagars and took possession of Sholavandan in 1757. 
He could not oppose Khan Sahib at Natham and came back to 
Dindigul. While Hyder Ali attacked Arcot in 1780, the Marudu 
brothers of Sivaganga obtained military help from Syed Sahib. The 
commander of the Mysore forces stationed at Dindigul desolated the 
territories of the Nawab which were extended upto Madurai!’. By the 
Carnatic Treaty of 1792, Dindigul was annexed to Mysore which 
brought many of the palayagars under the direct control of the English 
Company. On a regularized basis, this created a strange condition and 
the palayagars had to serve under two master the Nawab of Arcot and 
the British Company”. This was the reason why Tipu devoted more on 
Dindigul. Tipu felt that he had been humiliated and so he started to 


make preparations to revive his degraded image?!. 


Tipu’s move to collect arrears of tax from the Palayagars 

During the time of the invasion of Hyder Ali in 1755, Eriyodu 
located 20 Kms North East of Dindigul was the capital of Palayam and 
for that the palayagars of Eriyodu promised to pay 70,000 Pagodas as 
the price of peace. When it was not fulfilled, Hyder Ali had put his eyes 
over this territory. In 1795, it was fortified by the alien rulers. Until the 
fall of Tipu Sultan in 1799, it had been a detached post of the Dindigul 


garrison. It consisted of a platoon of sepoys under a British officer. 
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Kannivadi located 16 Kms away from Dindigul was a zamindari. 
The Mysoreans gave frequent troubles to them .One of the chiefs of this 
Palayams was made as the head of 18 palayagars of Dindigul and he 
had to face the attacks of the Mysoreans. When the Nayak rule of 
Madurai lost its grounds, the Kannivadi palayagar claimed autonomy 
in 1755. Hyder Ali, by utilizing that opportune moment, attempted to 
take control of it. So the palayagar, as a compromising measure, agreed 
to pay three lakhs of pagodas and immediately paid 70,000 pagodas. 
As the palayagar could not keep up his promises, Hyder Ali took away 
his estate and sent him to Bangalore as a prisoner in 1783. The British 
gave back the palayagars territory which encouraged Tipu Sultan to 
demand for the arrears in 1788. But the British intervened and restored 
that territory again to the palayagar in 1790. But the palayagar instead 
of keeping up of his promises caused problems and died in 1793. After 
denying the unusual claim of the Palayagars of Virubakshi, Kannivadi 
was given back to the family of original palayagars?2. Thus the 
unsettled Palayams were congenial and conducive for the native Tipu 
and the British rulers to stand against each other in the Dindigul 


region”, 


In 1755 during Hyder Ali’s Dindigul expedition, the palayagar of 


Kuvakkapatti alias Palliyapanayakkanpatty located 24 Kms away in 
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the north, agreed to approve his sovereignty. But soon as he did not 
keep up his words, his area was captured. It became the property of 
The British in 1782. Tipu Sultan got infuriated by this, but he could do 
nothing even after 179574. In 1796, under Collector Wynch, the 
palayagar of Modur was subdued by the English. But the palayagar 
collected some armed men and peons and intimidated the ryots. This 
was an opportunity for Tipu to involve in that affairs against the 
British. In 1795, the Palayam, Marunuthu was a well organized one. In 
1798, the company charged him with a murder and other crimes and 
his property was confiscated. It was a Muslim dominated area. In 1816, 
it became a deserted village and only few Muslims lived in detached 
hamlets and engaged in trade with the people of the Sirumalai region. 
The unsteady political nature of the palayagars of Dindigul region 
widened the scope of Tipu to devote his attention on Dindigul. 
Sukkampatty 4 Kms north of Aiber was also a chief palayam in the 
Dindigul country”. The palayagar of the place became an enemy of 
Hyder Ali. In 1755, the palayagar with his army rose against Hyder Ali, 
who was attacking Eriyodu but his betrayal was revenged by a fine of 
30,000 pagodas. The non-payment of the said amount compelled Hyder 
Ali to take possession of the palayam. Between 1755-1783 Sukkampatty 


was with the Mysoreans. In 1783, the British restored it to the 
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palayagar. In 1785, Tipu recovered it. The British came to intervene and 


brought the palayam under their control. 


Advance of British Garrison in that Region 

The British wanted to have all the campaigns against Hyder Ali 
only in his own territories because they believed that it would put him 
in an embarrassing position. He asked himself whether to allow his 
own territory to be ravaged or allow the enemy to make a war. 
Anyhow a war with Hyder Ali was inevitable. He sent his son, Tipu 
Sultan, to repulse the attack of the British. He was able to overcome his 
enemies by defeating General Humberstone. This was an 
encouragement for Tipu to maintain his military prowess. In 1783, the 
condition began to change. Aiyaz Khan, the Mysore Commander was 
subdued in the battle, Tipu was able to recover all the lost territories. 
The death of Hyder Ali in 1782, did not favour the British. Within three 
weeks after his father’s death, Tipu shifted the bulk of his army to the 
other area of Dindigul region. It was also a good fortune for Tipu 


Sultan2°. 


The Madras army of the British was prepared to renew the 
struggle with Tipu Sultan in a new area with changed commanders of 
different operational techniques. Col. Fullerton was placed at the 


command. He decided to attack the southern possessions of Tipu. In 
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1783, the operations were kept ready to attack Dindigul. On June 1, 
1783, Dharapuram fell. After that the company was to suspend 
operations until the peace proposals of Tipu were finalized. Macartney, 
without any sanction from the Bengal government, reopened talks with 
Tipu in 1783. He believed that the suppression of the French and the 
peace with Marathas by Warren Hastings would favour the British2’. 
Anyhow the Governor General directed Macartney not to enter into a 
separate treaty with Tipu but to negotiate for a cessation of hostilities 
and the release of the prisoners. It was also felt that the problem of 
Scindhia would allow Tipu to think. When Col. Campell met Tipu, he 
had to accept a very disadvantageous terms for the suspension of 
hostilities by the side of Tipu’. The English Col. had not received any 
supply of any nature from the sea. Tipu was warranted by his 
acquiescence in continuing work in his entrenchment, which was also a 
contravention of the suspension of arms. But the military operations 
against Tipu continued?’. In 1793, after the fall of Kannanore to 
Macleod, Fullerton renewed his attack on the southern possessions of 
Tipu and captured Palghat and Coimbatore®”. The treaty signed in 
1792, between the British, the Marathas and the Nizam became a 
definite factor in Indian politics. Tipu was always brisk and shrewd in 


taking advantage of the situations in his favour*!. 


100 


Events leading to the Final Anglo-Mysore War 

After his functions at Arcot, Tipu Sultan reached Tanjore and 
inflicted a crushing defeat on Col. Braithwaite on February 18, 1782. 
This victory of Tipu allowed him to occupy a large positions of 
Tanjore®?. At Porto Nova the English could do nothing fruitfully. But 
Tipu was swift in his movements and the English were completely 
taken by surprise. After being sent to Malabar in May 1782, he had his 
operations there. Under such circumstances it will be apt to have an 
analysis of Tipu’s affairs in Dindigul as per the aspects seen already. As 
Lord Cornwallis could not solve the problems of Tipu, he was replaced 
by Meadows as Governor and Commander-in-chief of the Madras 
army. After dealing with the issues of Aravakkurichi and 
Dharapuram, he captured Coimbatore on July 21%+. Tipu immediately 
ordered Sayid Sahib to go to Dhanayakkan Kottai hung up on the 
British army and disturbed the communications. But General Meadows 
sent a huge force under Col. Floyd. He, after a series of movements, 
drove away Sayid Sahib to north wards across Bhavani*. This retreat of 
Sayid Sahib was favorable for the British because it left the whole 
country to the British forces, which easily seized Dindigul and other 


places**. Tipu unhesitatingly reprimanded Sayid Sahib. 
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At the same time while Col. Floyd proceeded against Sayid 
Sahib, Col. Stuart advanced towards Palghat. He later had to face the 
oddities of south west monsoon and was thoroughly blocked and so he 
retreated. On August 5, 1792, a powerful force was sent to reduce 
Dindigul, which was 180 Kms away from where he was. On August 16, 
1792, he arrived at Dindigul. The Dindigul Fort was constructed at the 
top of a smooth granite rock, mostly perpendicular on three sides 
except in the east. In the east there are steps leading to the summit. 
Within a short span of half a decade considerable improvements had 
been made. Sufficient numbers of canons and ammunitions as well as 
provisions were made available. 800 men were in the garrison. They 
were all surrounded and were given with the instruction that if they 
surrendered they would be allowed to go to any part of Mysore with 
their personal belongings and if they resisted they would be put to the 
sword. Hyder Abbas, the Commandant of Mysore forces, who was 
faithful to his master replied that it would not be possible to insist on 
the surrender of the Fort of Dindigul. If any one had come with such 
messages he would have been blown by the cannon shot. The 
outrageous and angry Col. Stuart used his canons for two days but in 
vain. The expected breach was impossible and the ammunition was 


also at the verge of completion. No fresh supply was possible within a 
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week’s time. So major Skelly was directed to take the lead to attack the 
Fort of Dindigul. On August 21, 1792, with a new vigour and zeal, his 
Fort was attacked*’. Constant efforts were being made to penetrate into 
it. The strength of the fortifications, the valourous defence efforts of the 
native commandants and best troops compelled the aliens to retreat*®. 
The attack was repulsed with a heavy loss. In the next morning 
something unexpected had happened. The garrison, out of terror of the 
enemy’s forces, were unwilling to face another attack, deserted their 
commandant by displaying a white flag. Hyder Abbas, the 
Commandant without doing anything surrendered at the Fort on 
August 22, 1792. Col. Stuart obtained 60 pieces of cannon and a large 
quantities of grains from the Fort. Because of their victory, 
subsequently, Satyamangalam fell under their control on August 26, 


17O2. 


The capture of Satyamangalam after the fall of Dindigul 
enhanced the power of the British. Satyamangalam is on the north bank 
of the river, Bhavani. The fall of Satyamangalam made the British easy 
to reach the Gajjalhatti pass through which they had to enter into the 
heart of the Mysore Kingdom. Thus the victory at Dindigul paved the 
way for the future successful endeavours of the British. The English 


were able to complete the first part of their operations with great 
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success. In the succeeding period, when the province of Coimbatore 
was occupied, the movement of the army and the supply of materials 
became easier. A lot of strategic posts were established form Karur 


through the Gajjalhatti pass to have an easy invasion of Mysore”. 


Hostilities between Tipu’s Army and the Company’s Army 

On hearing the advancement of the British towards the 
Kingdom, Tipu Sultan withdrew from Malabar and came _ to 
Coimbatore. He was watching the movement of Col. Meadows. As the 
movement of the British was slow, Tipu ordered Sayid Sahib to 
intervene with some cavalry. The sudden impediment brought 
Meadows to withdraw from Karur. Floyed was given the news about 
the sudden arrival of Tipu and his forces to Coimbatore. Then Tipu 
crossed the river Bhavani and wanted to establish his army at 
Satyamangalam. But Major Darly cleverly changed the situation in 
favour of the British*!. He even compelled the Mysoreans to retire from 
the area with loss. The area, which was interrupted by tall and 
impenetrable enclosures of prickly hedges, obstructed the 
advancement of the Mysoreans. This diplomatic failure, encountered 
by the Cavalry of Tipu, is an unique one because even Tipu, the 
military genius, was unaware of the natural settings of the region even 


after his contact with the Dindigul region*?. This deficiency was 
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correctly adjudged by the Europeans. Tipu even failed to cut off the 
forces of the enemies. The courage and strength of the captain of the 
British army and the nature of the area shampered the movement of 
the cavalry of the Mysore. The long and continuous march of the native 
army without sufficient food and rest also prevented them from 
annihilating the enemy. But it is worth to remember here that Tipu 
succeeded in his endeavours of preventing the British from invading 


Mysore through Gajjalhatti pass*. 


The British were so diplomatic and aware of the fact that the 
removal of Malabar and Coorg would cut off Tipu Sultan’s access to 
sea. The retention of Baramahal would arrest his access to passes from 
the eastern side. By that it was believed that Tipu’s involvement in the 
Carnatic could be checked“. This was a decision gained more value 
after Tipu’s dealings with Dindigul and Coimbatore. So there occurred 
change in the attitudes of the British after Tipu’s southern invasions*®. 
The activities against the palayagars, particularly against the Dindigul 
confederacy and Gopalnayak was also beneficial for the English to deal 
with Tipu effectively. In 1798, when Lord Wellesley became the 
Governor General, (1798-1805 A.D) he was able to understand the 
activities of Tipu, the tiger of Mysore and Padshah. The weakness of the 


Madras government, understood by him as a hindrance was the reason 
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for their customary counsels of caution. He personally visited Madras 
and took efforts for the diplomatic isolation of Tipu. In 1798, when the 
Nizam of Hyderabad accepted the subsidiary system of Arthur 
Wellesley, it added strength to the British. In all the territories lost by 
Tipu, the heirs of the dispossessed Hindu Rajas of Mysore were 
reinstated**. This resounding effort was mainly because of the 
involvement of Tipu in the anti British activities and also the 
simultaneous efforts taken by him at Arcot, Tanjore, Dindigul, 


Coimbatore, and Malabar. 


When Lord McCartney, the Governor of Madras was anxious 
to make peace at any cost, negotiations were opened. The non 
co-operation of Tipu Sultan encouraged the Madras government in 
17844”. Anyhow Tipu Sultan had to release 1100 European officers as 
per the Treaty of Mangalore, signed on March 11, 1784. So Tipu had to 
face untoward hardships from the British and that made his possession 
of Dindigul useless. While Tipu was in power, he had to face the 
opposition of Lord Cornwallis 1786-1793. He knew that a collision 
between Mysore and the company was only a question of time and 
both the powers started strengthening the forces. This was the moment 
in which Tipu had to defend his newly acquired possessions in the 


south including Dindigul. Lord Cornwallis was keen on checking the 
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power of Tipu. So he was aiming to bring Nizam and Marathas against 
Tipu. In 1790, Malabar and Coorg came under the control of the British. 
In Europe when the hostilities between the English and the French 
increased, it echoed in India and Tipu became the victim of the 
British4®. One can understand that Hyder Ali created an empire and 
Tipu lost it along with his life in 1799, after his southern invasions, 


especially Dindigul and other areas. 


Thus the Third Anglo-Mysore war resulted in loss of Tipu’s 
territories. When the regions north of Mysore were taken away by the 
British, the prince concentrated on southern territories to make fortune. 
When he attempted to collect taxes from the erstwhile subordinate 
rulers, he came in clash the Company’s army*?. Hyder Abbas lost the 
Fort of Dindigul to the British. The enemy lines were moving towards 
the Mysore region. Tipu tried to stop this movement by rushing 
through Gajjalhatti pass; but failed. Thus the southern route of the 
British army towards Mysore was opened helping Arthur Wellesley’s 


victory in the final Anglo-Mysore war®°. 
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Chapter IV 


TIPU SULTAN AND THE MADRAS TERRITORIES 


Talks with the Maratha and Mysore Rulers 

A formidable coalition was formed by Hyder Ali with the 
Marathas and the Nizam. The French came to assist for over-throwing 
the British from South India. For this, Hyder Ali had to invade the 
Madras territories and South India. After preparing his army properly 
and making good planning, Hyder Ali in July 1780, came down on the 
plains like an avalanche carrying destruction with him. His army had a 
strength of 83000 men. Hyder Ali reached St. Thomas Mount by 
burning villages and killing Many people on the way. He planned to 
take over the territories from Pulicot to Pondicherry leaving Fort St. 
George. Without having received any help from outside, Col. Harper 
(Guntur) and Col. Braith Waite (Pandi) were asked to move to 
Baramahal and Arcot. They occupied Udayarpalayam, Senji, 
Karnatikgarh and Vandavasi. Hyder Ali entered through chagam pass 
and asked his son Karim Khan to go to Porto Nova. He dispatched 
Tipu Sultan “The flower of his army” to prevent Col. Baill’s Men from 
going ahead to Perumbakkam. Tipu, camped near Kanchipuram, 


watching the movement of the enemy. Subsequently a fierce battle 
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ensued 10 Kms away from Kanchipuram. Seven hundred Europeans 
were killed in the battle and many sepoys were taken prisoners by 


Tipu. 


Warren Hastings (Governor General) sent Sir Eyre Coote to 
Madras to command the army. With the help of French Cannons, 
Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan Captured Arcot. After defeating Col. Bailli, 
they moved on to Ambur. Sir Eyre Coote, after leaving Chenglepat, 
went to Karanguli for proceeding to Vandavashi. He had to assist Col. 
Flint against the Mysore Army. On the arrival of Sir Eyre Coote, Hyder 
Ali abandoned the seige. The arrival of the French Naval Supply 
through the East Coast halted Sir Eyre Coote’s movement. Hyder Ali 
intercepted him from proceedings further. Hyder Ali occupied 
Cuddalour. After abandoning the seige of Chidambaram Fort Sir Eyre 
Coote moved to face the enemy. Hyder Ali had ten thousand men in 
the battle, while Tipu was compelled to lift the seige of Vandavashi. Sir 
Eyre Coote then moved to Tiruppathur, after capturing it. He drove 
away the Mysore Army at the battle of Pullalur. Hyder Ali had 
captured Vellore Fort and was camping at Sholingur. Sir Eyre Coote 
won over polour and his troops marched ahead. Hyder Ali attempted 
to meet the Dutch men for negotiations at Nagur.But Col. BraithWaite 


intercepted and drove the Mysore army. Hyder Ali’s army moved to 
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Madras from Erode. On the way he won over Kaveripuram. He sent 
half of his army to Bangalore and proceeded with 6000 chosen 
horsemen. Hyder Ali’s horse men travelled 148 Kms in three and half 


days and camped at St. Thomas Mount. 


Failing a severe attack on Fort St. George, the British agreed for a 
peace treaty. Thus in March 29, 1769, the Madras treaty was signed. 
According to the treaty, both the parties agreed to maintain peace by 
restoring the places and exchanging the prisoners of war. Hyder Ali 
got Karur and Muhammed Ali retained his possessions. With the 
arrival of Lord Macartney as the Governor of Madras in 1781, due to 
various reasons such as shortage of army men, the Council of Madras 
was compelled to adhere to the treaty of peace. Lord Macartney in 
September 1781, in consultation with Sir Eyre Coote, Hughes and John 
Macpherson decided to approach the Marathas to accept the proposals 
of alliance sorted out by the British and also requested the Bengal 
government for permission to negotiate peace with Hyder Ali!. In 1783 
Lord Macartney, without the sanction or approval of the Bengal 
government, had made an informal talk with Tipu Sultan, the new 
ruler of Mysore after the demise of his father Hyder Ali. Lord 
Macarteny was of the opinion that his peace conversations with Tipu 


would bear fruit because the French had lost in Europe. Warran 
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Hastings 1772-1783 Governor General of Bengal had already made 


peace with the Marathas. 


The Bengal government was not in favour of making any peace 
negotiations with Tipu Sultan separately. As no steps were taken by the 
Maratha ruler Sindhia against Tipu, Lord Macartney placed the 
Commissioners to have conversations with Tipu. The English 
commander Col. Campell agreed disadvantageous terms with the 
Mysore ruler for the suspension of hostilities. By utilizing such 
precarious conditions Tipu continued his military preparations and 


activities2. 


Issue of prisoners of War 

In December 1783, Brigadier Macleod seized Cannanore, the 
place belonging to an ally of Tipu Sultan. Simultaneously Col. Fullerton 
captured palghat and Coimbatore and made his way to the southern 
regions of Madras province without any interruption. In January 1784, 
Col. Campell also joined him. By then Tipu and the English agreed to 
give up their conquests and to release all the prisoners with them. 
Brigadier Macleod informed Col. Campell that Tipu treated the 
prisoners with indignity. This was a revenge for the execution of one of 
the officers of Tipu who had communication with the English. Further 


Tipu did not release the prisoners and violated the Treaty. When Lord 
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CornWallis did not release the prisoners in 1792, it was due to the 
mutual accusations among the English themselves and between the 
Bengal and the Madras governments. Anyhow it cannot be denied that 
those who were converted to Islam by accepting circumcision were not 


released by Tipu. 


In December 1781, Lord Macarteny was appointed as the 
Governor of Madras. But he obtained the post after setting aside 
Sullivan, who was supported by Hastings. So Lord Macartney agreed 
to co-operate with Warran Hastings and obtained that post. But after 
his arrival here, he changed his mind. It happened because Warran 
Hastings wanted to be an ally of the Dutch in India mainly to get the 
European forces from Tirunelvely district. The region was ceded to 
them by the Nawab of Arcot. But Lord Macartney had issued orders 
for seizing the Dutch factories. Further while Warran Hastings advised 
him to hand over the Northern Circar region for getting his support 
against Hyder Ali, Lord Macartney bluntly refused to transfer any 
processions of the Company to anybody on any account+. In this 
personal tusle among them encouraged native powers to achieve their 
own ends. The British authorities realised that unnecessary war would 


cause a wasteful and extravagant expenditure. Tipu Sultan alone had a 
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disciplined army which was prepared to adopt any change for the sake 


of its improvement>. So Tipu prepared himself for the battle of Madras. 


Early victories of young Tipu 

After the isolation of the British from the Marathas and the 
Nizam of Hyderabad during the First Anglo - Mysore war 1767-1769, 
Hyder Ali sent Tipu Sultan to Chennapatnam, situated 52 Kms north 
west of Bengalore, Where the Nizam of Hyderabad was encamped 
with huge presents. After his success in taking Nizam of Hyderabad to 
their side against the British, Tipu was given the first nominal 
command under his military preceptor Ghazi khan and was directed to 
proceed to Madras along with Mir Ali Raza Khan, Mukhdum Sahib 
and Muhammed Ali. While the Mysore army was ransacking 
Santhome, Tipu was immediately called to go to Tiruvannamalai, 
where his father was defeated by Col. Smith. At that time Tipu was 
only 17 years old. But the defeat of his father could never be averted. 
Tipu then accompanied his father to attack Thirupathur and 
Vaniyambadi. After the successful conquests of these places, Ambur 
was attacked but in vain and Tipu had to retreat®. Thus his early 
military career commenced along with his father from the Madras 


province under his direction. 
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Between 1769-1772 Tipu Sultan’s attention was on the Mysore 
and the Maratha war which ended in peace between the two. He was 
able to capture the territories of Mysore taken away by the Marathas. 
He captured Sirra, Maddagiri, Gurramkonda, Chennarayadurga and 
Hosakote. This was a practical training for Tipu to act independently. 
In 1775 Hyder Ali was assisted by Tipu in subduing Bellary’. He 
occupied Hubli in 1778. In those wars Tipu’s assistance enabled his 
father to recover the territories between Tungabhadra and Krishna 
rivers’. While the second Anglo - Mysore war started in July 20, 1780 
Tipu was sent to Arcot and his younger brother Karim Sahib was 
directed to attack Portonova (Parangipatti). On August 25, when 
Hector Munro reached Kanchipuram, he had to face Tipu who was 
sent there with 10,000 infantry and 18 guns to prevent Baillie from 
joining Munro. On May 6 when Col.Baillie crossed Palar near 
Perambakkam Tipu attacked him and drove him away °. Then Tipu 
attacked the enemies with the rockets of his cavalry. The British replied 
it by their cannons. So Tipu had to safeguard his army. Tipu’s attack by 
cavalry too yielded no positive result for him. After many hours of 
fight Tipu had to withdraw. He lost 900 men! on his side and 
informed Hyder Ali that he could not do anything without proper 


reinforcement. 
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Tipu Enters Tamil Country 

Hyder Ali sent additional forces to Tipu Sultan. Who made use 
of the lack of co-ordination among the English forces, and further 
reinforced his army. Baillie could not advance because of the firings of 
the Mysore army. Due to the chaos of the British, the Mysore forces 
took advantage of it. Soon Hyder Ali too joined the Mysore army. 
While the cavalry of Tipu caused problems, the English opened firing. 
Finally Baillie surrendered." It was the severest blow that the English 
ever sustained in India and the British army started its retreat on 
September 11, 1980. Tipu alone had to pursue Munro and he harassed 
the English army on the way to Chingleput.!? The entire barracks of the 
British were Captured and so many were wounded or killed. Col. 
Munro started from Chingleput and reached Madras safely in five 
days. On October 31, 1780, Tipu Sultan and Maha Mirza Khan revived 
the attack on Arcot. After repeated attacks, Arcot came under the 
control of Tipu'’. Then Tipu was directed by Hyder Ali to proceed to 
Satghur and Ambur. Satghur’s commander Wali Muhammed Khan, at 
the very first sight of the Mysore forces, got feared and surrendered on 
January 13, 1781. After this successful, venture Tipu proceeded to 
Ambur to capture the fort. Captain Keating was in the command of the 


Garrison there. As a brave soldier and diplomat he managed to defend 
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the fort for more than thirty days and finally surrendered on February 
15, 1781.14 In the same month Tipu compelled Captain keating of Tiagar 
to surrender. But the news about the arrival of fresh forces under Sir 
Eyre Coote allowed Captain Keating to change his idea of surrender. 
The torrential rain in the previous night too favoured the English. The 
inability of sir Eyre Coote to render the needed assistance in time made 
the position of the British deplorable. Again when Keating offered to 
surrender, Tipu disagreed and after severe fighting demolished the fort 
on July 7, 1781. Keating and other British officials were taken as 
captives of war. 5 This also paved the way for Tipu to have successful 
military exploits in the adjacent areas without using much of his 
powers. With all these victories, Tipu returned to Arcot and met his 


father!6. 


Tipu Sultan was then directed by Hyder Ali to proceed further 
to Wandiwash, (Vandhavasi) where he left in the middle after January, 
1781. The abrupt stop was due to the involvement of Sir Eyr Coote in 
the battle. So on June 22, 1781 Tipu besieged that place and the Pettah 
was Captured.!7 Then, while he was making preparation for the 
complete possession of the fort, the Britishers overpowered him and 
Tipu was defeated!8. The preparedness of the English captain Flint was 


also responsible for that. The news about the success against the 
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Mysoreans at Portonova was also a cause for the victory of the English. 
Any how Tipu was not at all perturbed by such defeats. He pursued 


his activities uninterruptedly. 


Tipu Sultan, leaving the attack of Wandiwash, proceeded further 
to Kanchipuram to deal with Col. Pearse who was coming from Bengal 
and he also decided to deal with Sir Eyre Coote who was camping at 
Karunguli and making preparations for the relief activities of 
Wandiwash. At that time Tipu had stationed his forces at 
Gummidipundi and expecting the British forces. But the clever and 
diplomatic pearse cheated the Mysore army by reaching Pulicut on 
August 2, 1781. Both the forces of Pearse and Sir Eyre coote met there 
at Pulicut.19 So the plan of Tipu to intercept the British forces failed and 
Tipu was forced to return to Arcot where his father was camping. Thus 
Tipu till the death of his father on December 7, 1782 under the direction 
of his father had been campaigning in the Madras territories. Further 
Tipu was also of immense help to Hyder Ali in all his campaigns as an 


ardent soldier and efficient general. 


Battle of Thanjavur 
Hyder Ali then sent his son Tipu Sultan to Tanjore to defeat 
Col.Braithwaite. Tipu reached Tanjore with 10,000 horses, 10,000 


infantry, 20 cannons and 400 European soldiers headed by the French 
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Captain Count - de Lally. Tipu quickly reached the place after 
overcoming all the distresses on his way. Col.Braithwaite had 100 
Europeans, 1500 Indian sepoys and 300 infantry under his command. 
He was awaiting Tipu at Kumbakonam, a secured open place 
surrounded by rivers on all sides. Further he was alert to keep away 
from any sudden attack of the native enemy. But Tipu reached the 
place quickly even before the anticipated time. With usual diplomacy, 
he encircled Col. Braithwaite on all four sides. He had to undertake 
defensive measures with the use of his artillery and cavalry. But all his 
efforts did not succeed. Their attack by guns and cannons could not be 
withstood by the aliens. Heavy causalities were imposed on the British 
army. In February the then English forces had to face the harsh attacks. 
The support rendered by Count - de - Lally and his men to the Mysore 
forces was immeasurable. The terrorised British army was defeated on 
February 18, 1782. The English Commander, finding no other way, 
sued for peace and that was acknowledged by Tipu without any 
second thought. They were all taken as prisoners but were treated with 
all politeness. Tipu by giving personal directives, made all necessary 
arrangements to meet their needs. Without any trouble his army 
officials called Killedars took them to Kanchipuram to be handed over 


to Hyder Ali, who was camping there.”! 
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The victory of Tipu Sultan over Col. Braithwaite was an effective 
one. Most of the plans of the British especially Sir Eyre Coote were 
nullified. Major Portions of Tanjore also came under the control of 
Tipu, who continued to carry out his activities in the nearby areas. 
After this breathing period, Tipu was directed by Hyder Ali to go to 
Portonova where a huge French army, under Dutch Men were 
awaiting Tipu’s arrival. Tipu reached Portonova in February, 1782, met 
the French General and started executing his future plan of attacking 
Cuddalore. Then Tipu along with the French army left Portonova on 
March 1782 and invaded Cuddalore. He besieged it on April 2, 1782. 
Within a short span of a day on April 3, 1782 Cuddalore was subdued. 
It was due to its weak defence and nonavailability of sufficient and 
efficient army there. Further Cuddalore was conducive for the French 
to enrich their military forces through that port.” The fall of Cuddalore 
favoured Tipu to continue his operations further in the Madras region 


with the support of the French. 


Clashes with Sir Eyre Coote 

During May, Tipu Sultan left Cuddalore and continued his 
journey with the French forces to carry out his invasions further along 
with his father. Then the target of attack was the Perumukkal fort, 


located just 32 Kms away from Pondicherry in the north western 
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direction. While Tipu was in operation there Sir Eyre Coote decided to 
safeguard it. But due to the severe natural calamity of a storm, he could 
not proceed further. So he was forced to halt at Karunguli and in the 
mean time Perumakkal fell into the hands of Tipu on May 16, 1782. 
Even after this Tipu was not idle. He along with his army, which 
comprised of both the natives and the French, moved towards 
Wandiwash. As Sir Eyre Coote pursued Tipu had to go to Pondicherry. 
He was keen on joining his father whom he met at Kiliyanur, situated 
24 Kms away from Pondicherry in the northwest. It was a strategic 
place. So Sir Eyre Coote avoided that place for a battle and proceeded 
to Arni on 30 May 1782. It was the place from where Tipu and the 
Mysore army were able to get weapons and other war materials. 
Further Sir Eyre Coote, felt that if the attention of the Mysoreans were 
diverted to Arni, the latter could give up their concentration at 
Kiliyanur.”* As conjectured correctly by sir Eyre Coote, Hyder Ali was 
perturbed by this movement. So Tipu ordered his forces immediately 
to go to Arni. On June 2, 1782 Tipu was able to have a command over 
Arni with the support rendered by Count-de-Lally and his troops. 
Without any delay the place where Sir Eyre Coote stayed was attacked 
vehemently by Tipu’s army. This was a dangerous and critical 


movement for the British. Anyhow Sir Eyre Coote retaliated the attack 
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and made the enemy to retreat. Hyder Ali could do nothing except 
withdrawing from the place. Even in his retreat the British were the 
beneficiaries because the Mysoreans had left a lot of arms and 
ammunitions along with weapons.” Actually this retreat was a 
planned strategy by Hyder Ali and Tipu. On June 4, 1782 when Sir 
Eyre Coote came back to Arni, he could not reach this place because of 
the intervention of Hyder Ali. Tipu had already made havoc by 
removing all the possessions of Mysore from there. So Sir Eyre Coote 
without achieving anything solid had to retrace his steps towards 


Madras.?6 


Hostilities Kongu Country 

Tipu Sultan was then sent to Malabar during the later days of 
1782. By utilising this as an opportunity, Mysore Kingdom was 
attacked during May 1783 by Captain Edmonds. But Tipu successfully 
defended the attack by the efforts of Qamar-Ud-din. The Madras 
government did not stop and tried to attack the kingdom from the 
south. An agreement was signed between Thirumala Rao, the agent of 
the British Queen and Tipu on October 28, 1782.2” So Col. Lang was 
sent along with Thirumala Rao to invade Mysore from the south. As 
planned the territories in the south fell from the hands of the 


Mysoreans. Between April 2, and June 2, 1783 the Mysore army ran 
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away from Karur, Aravakkurichi, Dindigul, Dharapuram and _ the 
British brought them under their control. Though all these areas 
fell, the British army became weak and at the same time the 
Coimbatore division of the Mysore army was a mighty one. A fresh 
attack of Mysore was planned. Fullerton, the British Commandar, with 
the support of the minor rulers of Malabar, decided to attack 
Srirangapatnam. After making preliminary preparations by 
suppressing the palayagars of the south, he was waiting for an 


opportunity to attack Tipu.’8 


Fullerton during October 1783 by keeping Palani as a centre, 
marched towards palghat?? and captured it. Then on November 28, 
1783, Coimbatore fell under him. When Fullerton was carrying out 
things by his own will without obeying the Madras authorities, the 
problem with Tipu Sultan was aggravating. The opportunity for peace 
talks between Tipu and the English was delayed due to the activities of 
Fullerton. This state of affairs continued till the Treaty of Mangalore 


which was signed in April 1784. °° 


After that the Third Anglo - Mysore war 1790 - 1792 which was 
fought during the time of Lord Cornwallis 1786 - 1793 too was 


injurious to Tipu Sultan, who was infuriated by the activities of the 
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British. Lord Cornwallis in 1789 approved already the Treaty signed 
with the Nizam of Hyderabad. Further Lord Cornwallis acknowledged 
the capture of Cranganore and Ayacottach by the ruler of Travancore. 
Lord Cornwallis signed a Treaty with Peshwa on June 1, 1790 and 
another Treaty with the Nizam on June 4, 1790. Lord Cornwallis also 
had treaties with Coorg and Cannonore. The triple alliance between the 
Nizam, the Marathas and the English led to the inevitability of a war 
with Tipu who sought the help of Turkey and France.*! Lord 
Cornwallis with a huge army marched through Vellore and Ambur 
and captured Bangalore in March 1791. By the Treaty of Seringapatnam 
in March 1792, the war came to an end. Tipu offered Baramahal, 
Dindigul and Malabar to the British. At this juncture, one must make 


an analysis of Tipu’s war in the Madras region. 


Tipu’s activities in Baramahal 

Tipu Sulthan wanted to recover his lost territories in the Madras 
region especially Coimbatore. Tipu selected a strategic place 24 Kms 
away from Erode and it was convenient for him to make a move to any 
side either to Karur, or to Dharapuram of Coimbatore. After hearing 
the news that Coimbatore had already been reinforced by Col. Hartley, 
Tipu besieged Dharapuram and captured it on October 8.°2 Instead of 


continuing the operations there further, Tipu diverted his energies 
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towards Baramahal. Col. Kelly, incharge of that area died on 
September 14, 1790 and Col. Maxwell succeeded him. He with a huge 
army and with the supportive forces of the Palayagars proceeded to 
Baramahal. He captured Vaniyampadi from the Mysoreans. Then for 
capturing Krishnagiri, Maxwell encamped at Kaveripatiam. At that 
time Tipu, leaving Qamar - ud - din - Khan at Coimbatore to deal with 
Meadows, proceeded to Baramahal. From 11 to 14 November Tipu 
tried to subdue Maxwell. But it was impossible. Meanwhile General 
Meadows, after strengthening the position of the British at Coimbatore 
decided to chase Tipu. But all in vain. Anyhow Meadows decided to go 
to Baramahal and reached the Thoppur pass. But Tipu reached Palghat, 
a safe place. It would be convenient for him to retreat easily. It was also 
a suitable place to have a watch over the British. Then Tipu crossed 
over to Thoppur pass and an encounter went on and Tipu emerged 
victorious. Tipu, then proceeded to Trichy and reached Srirangam on 
November 28, 1791. While the attacks and counter attacks continued, 
Tipu captured Thiruvannamalai on January 23, 1792. Meadows who 
chased Tipu upto Thiruvannamalai was called back to Madras by Lord 
Cornwallis.°° The scenes at Hosur and Royakkottai too were not 


favourable to Tipu. So the Treaty of Seringapatnam was signed in 
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March 1792. Tipu was crippled by leaving half of his territories and the 


allies of the British also were not allowed to regain their power.*4 


Circumstances leading to war 

The Forth Mysore war commenced on April 17, 1799 and ended 
on May 4, 1799 with the death of Tipu Sultan in the battle at 
Srirangapatnam.* That brought the Muslim rule in Mysore to a close. 
The capture of various regions of Tipu made the Mysore power, a weak 
one. The Marathas, the Nizam of Hyderabad were not the dependable 
allies of Mysore. The Nawab of Carnatic was not only ingenious but 
also a debtor of the East India Company. He too was not in a position 
to support Mysore. Tanjore was also a dependent of the alien yoke. 
Malabar region which was in an unsteady position was mostly 
subdued by Mysore. Travancore alone was an independent region in 
the extreme south west. The palayagars of the Tamil regions were in a 
critical position politically, eventhough they maintained law and order 
in their areas. As a policy of adjustment they had to deal with the 


Nawab of Arcot as well as the East India Company. 


At the time, the adventurer from Mysore called Hyder Ali and 
his son Tipu Sultan, popularly known as “The Tiger of Mysore” were 
the Mysore rulers who eclipsed the other contemporary rulers of the 


Madras territories. While Tipu expanded his power in the Madras 
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region, he incurred the displeasure of the British greatly and the same 
was the cause for his decline and downfall. As Tipu was the most 
dangerous enemy of the British, when compared with the other powers 
of peninsular India, Warran Hastings, Lord Cornwallis and Lord 
Wellesley had to render stiff resistance to Tipu. Generally the British 
accused that the different activities of Tipu hastened their wars with 


him.°¢ That in turn quickened his end. 


In 1789 when Tipu Sultan precipitated the issue by attacking 
Travancore, Lord Cornwallis cleverly countered it by forming a league 
with the Nizam of Hyderabad and the Marathas. So Tipu with all 
ability and skill cut off the supply by using the slow moving of 
Meadows. The arrival of Lord Cornwallis affected Tipu much. In the 
same way even in 1782 when Tipu was able to subdue Tanjore it was a 
considerable success. But in 1783 the position changed completely. Col. 
Fullerton and Marathas were threatening Tipu. Lord Macartney, the 
Governor of Madras was prepared to have peace with Tipu, who was 
arrogant. The Treaty of Mangalore, signed on March 11, 1784 restored 
all the places to both the parties and Tipu released 2,600 prisoners 
including 1,100 European officers.°” In 1789 the acts of Lord Cornwallis 
were forced to be taken by Tipu as a personal threat to himself and so 


he attacked Travancore the ally of the British in 1789. Thus Tipu due to 
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his hasty actions, encouraged the Nizam and the Marathas to become 
the allies of the British.°* This was a mistake committed by Tipu. Tipu 
lost Malabar and Coorg and paid a war indemnity of Rs.330 lakhs. The 
policy of revenge adopted by Tipu did not succeed. Tipu’s alliance 


with the French, Kabul, Persia and Turkey added up the hostilities.* 


Even when Lord Wellesley requested Tipu Sultan to give up his 
alliance with the French, Tipu denied it by giving evasive replies and 
maintained the statusquo. Finally on May 4, 1799 Tipu was killed at the 
time when Srirangapatnam was attacked. As he was a staunch Muslim, 
the Hindu population never escaped from his persecutions. All his 
activities in the Madras territories were against the non- Muslims. His 
innate suspicion and cruelty made him the enemy of the Hindus of the 
Madras region. Even the Muslim rulers like the Nawab of Carnatic and 
Arcot became the supporters of the British. Tipu had to face the 
formidable British enemy single handedly. He had an ardent desire to 
expel the English from India.40 But the Madras authorities of the East 
Company with the assistance of Lord Warren Hastings, (1771-1783) 
Lord Cornwallis, (1786-1793) and Lord Wellesley (1798-1805) wiped 


out Tipu gradually. 
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Tipu Sultan’s military administration did much for his uplift.*! 
The discipline maintained by him encouraged him to accept changes at 
times of need.4? Tipu’s attempts to have negotiations with the other 
powers were either short lived or not given the expected fruit. When 
General Harris, the English commander stormed Srirangapatnam, in 
1799, Tipu lost his life and the plan of the British was a well executed 
one. Tipu was always intoxicated with victory and suffered in 
adversity. With the death of Tipu, the balance of power was 
maintained by the British in the Madras territory. Though Tipu was an 
innovating monarch, he made no improvements in his acquired 
territories in Madras as well as in other areas.“4 Tipu had mostly 
deviated from the principles of this father after 1782. For instance he 
increased his military forces. In 1793 when he lost half of his territories, 
his army comprised of 30,000 regular infantry, 7000 regular cavalry, 
2000 artillery and 6000 irregular horses. After the Third Anglo - 
Mysore war, Tipu became really crippled and could not manage the 
situation. It must be remembered that he exhausted all his energies in 


the Madras territories. 


132 


Endnotes 

1. Military consultations, Vol. 139, 1782, p.243. 

2, Poona Residential Correspondences, dated, June 20, 1785, p. 302. 

3: H.H.Dodwell, (ed.) The Cambridge History of India, 
(1497 - 1858), Vol. V, S. Chand & Co. New Delhi, 1985, p.289. 

4. Letter of Macartney to Warran Hastings, dated, 10, May, 1783, 
p.o9. 

5. Mohibbul Hasan Khan, History of Tipu Sultan, Akbar Book 
House Calcutta, 1951, p.347. 

6. W.Miles, History of Tipu Sultan, Asian Educational Service, 
New Delhi, 1986, pp.11. 

7 Military Consultations, Vol. 110, 1783, p. 201. 

8. Proceedings of the East India Company, dated, March 18, 1779, 
p-215. 

9. Military Consultations, Vol. 118, 1780, p.239. 

10. W. Francis, Gazetteer of South India, Vol. I, Mittal Publications, 
New Delhi, 1988,p. 222. 

11. Military Consultations, Vol.117, 1780, p.1201. 

12. Proceedings of the East India Company, dated, November 18, 
1780, p.116. 

13. S.C. Raychoudhary, History of Modern India, Surjeet 
Publications, Delhi, 2007, p.166. 

14. Mark Wilks and Murrary Hammick, Historical Sketches of the 


South Indian in a Attempt to Trace the History from the Origin 
of the Hindoo Government of the State to the Extinction of the 


15: 
16. 


u Eee 


18. 


19. 


20. 


pA 


2 


23. 


24. 


23: 


26. 


27. 


28. 


20. 


30. 


133 


Mohammaden Dynasty in 1799, Vol. Il, Cosmo Publications, 
New Delhi, 1980, p.46. 


Military Sundry Books, Vol. 254A, 1799, p. 139. 
C. Hayavadana Rao, History of Mysore (1776-1799) Vol. IL 
Government Press, Bangalore, 1948, p. 702. 


Proceedings of the East India Company, dated, Marth 11, 1782, 
p.372. 


Proceedings of the East India Company, dated, July 4, 1784, p. 3. 
C. Hayavadana Rao, Op. Cit., p. 705. 


W. Francis, Madras District Gazetteer, Vol. IU, Cosmo 
Publications, New Delhi, 2001, p.203. 


Proceedings of the East India Company, dated, February 17, 
1781,.-p.999. 


Military Consultations, Vol. 139, 1782, p. 301. 


Proceedings of the East India Company, dated, September 7, 
1781, p.999. 


Letter of Cornwallis to Nizam of Hyderabad, dated, September 
21, 1790, p. 56. 


Public Consultations, Vol. 1, 1792, p. 10. 


B.S. Baliga, Madras District Gazetteer, Coimbatore, Government 


Press, Madras, 1960, p. 104. 

Mark Wilks, Op. Cit., p.137. 

Military Consultations, Vol. 142B, 1790, p. 262. 
W. Francis, Op. Cit., pp. 558 - 560. 


Military Sundry Books, Vol. 254, 1799, pp.85. 


31. 


a2. 


33. 


34. 
35. 
36. 


37. 


38. 


og. 


40. 


41. 


42. 


43. 


44. 


45, 


134 


G.S. Chhabra, Advanced Study in the History of Modern India, 
(1707-1813), Vol. I, Sterling Publishers Pvt., Ltd., New Delhi, 
1971, p. 330. 

B.L.Grover and S.Grover, A New Look at Modern Indian 
History, S.Chand & Co.Ltd., New Delhi, 1988, p.149. 

Proceedings of the East India Company, dated, May 13, 1784, 
p.784. 

Mark Wilks, Op. Cit., p.403. 

B.L. Grover & S. Grover, Op. Cit., p.196. 

Percival Spear, The Oxford History of Modern India (1740 - 
1947), Oxford University, London, 1963, p.96. 

Letter of Macartney to Col. Fullerton, dated, December 13, 1783, 
p- 20. 

E. Thonton, History of the British Empire in India, Common 
Wealth Publications, New Delhi, 1988, p.171. 


Military Consultations, Vol. 147, 1791, p. 251. 


W.H. Hutton, Marquis of Wellesley, University of Press, 
Calcutta, 1893, p.17. 


Mohibbul Hasan Khan, Op. Cit, p.318. 


FJ. Richards, Manual of the Administration of the Madras 
Presidency, Vol. I, Madras, 1885, p. 21. 


R.C. Majumdar, The History and Culture of the Indian people, 
Bharatiya Vidhya Bhavan, Bombay, 1977, p.464. 


J. Malcolm, The Political History of India (1784-1823), Suraj 
Publications, London, 1926, p. 127. 


Military Consultations, Vol. I, 1793, p. 112. 


Chapter V 


TIPU SULTAN IN BARAMAHAL 


Baramahal 

Baramahal, located in a strategic place, was well knitted with 
road and communication. It also assisted as a gateway to Mysore and 
served as a key to the south!. For Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan it was 
much beneficial. Being a territory under the Kongu region, it was 
under the control of the Pallavas, Cholas, and Nayaks of Madurai?. As 
the majority portion of the Tamil country was under Vijayanagar rule, 
naturally it was also a domain under them’. Then it came under 
Jaggadevaraya in 1578 A.D. and from him it was shifted to Muslim rule 
and from them the British captured it.4 After a long time in 1782, it 
came under the control of Hyder Ali. Then Tipu was able to control the 
territory upto 1792, till the end of the Third Anglo-Mysore War in 1792. 
By the Treaty of Srirangapatnam signed in March 1792, he had to hand 
over that to the British East India Company®. Baramahal means Twelve 
Mahals and those administrative divisions were; at (1) Krishnagiri 
(2) Jagadevagarh (3) Varanagarh (4) Karalgarh (5) Maharajgarh 
(6) Bujangagarh (7) Kotagrah (8) Thriupathur (9) Vaniyambadi 


(10) Ganganagarh (11) Sudarshana garh (12) Thattakallu®. These 
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formed the territories of Jagadeva, the Palayagar of Chennapatnam, 
Nawab of Cudappah and Raja of Mysore. As the words Bara and Mahal 
are Hindusthani words, it will be apt to agree that they might have 


been used by the Muslims even prior to Hyder Ali’. 


Politics in Baramahal 

After the death of Hyder Ali, Tipu Sultan succeeded his father as 
the king in 1782. He had to spend the next 17 years to protect Mysore 
which faced rivalry and wars. Since he was a terror to the British, he 
inscribed his tiger emblem in all places. His throne too had it. Even the 
dresses of his soldiers too had the mark of tigers. The Nizam of 
Hyderabad, his son Sikkand Jha, his prime Minister also supported the 
British against Tipu. On behalf of the Marathas, 10,000 horsemen under 
Parasuram Rao and 10,000 foot soldiers under Maribrandh were sent 
against Tipu in support of the British’. The whole condition was not in 
favour of Tipu even on May 4, 1799, he breathed his last at the 
Srirangapatnam battle ground when he attacked the enemy solider’. 
Major Allam and Col. Wellesley had their own doubts about the death 
of Tipu. But finally by feeling his pulse beat, and heart beat, they 


acknowledged his death”. 


While Hyder Ali became the defacto ruler of Mysore, he with a 


disciplined army and strong cavalry had to face the challenges of the 
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Marathas the Nizam of Hyderabad and the allies of the British. With 
the art of permutation combination, he decided to out manoeuvre his 
enemies. He set up an arsenal at Dindigul. Between 1761 and 1763, he 
captured Hosakote, Sera, Bednur as well as the palayagars of the North 
West. Amidst the varied ups and downs in the political arena, in 1776 
he suppressed his enemies by capturing Dindigul and Baramahal. 
Further Hyder Ali under his control captured Arcot in 1780 by 
defeating Col. Baillie. In the middle of the second Anglo-Mysore war 
on December 7, 1782, Hyder Ali died!!. So Tipu had to take up the 
responsibility of the war. When both the parties were tired of war, on 
March 1784, the Treaty of Mangalore was signed and both the parties 
agreed to maintain their own territories. But the enemity did not cease 


and was continuing. 


The Third Anglo-Mysore war (1790-1792) came to an end after 
the loss of most of Tipu Sultan’s territories. The Treaty of 
Srirangapatnam was signed on March 17, 1792. By that the British 
obtained Dindigul, Baramahal and Malabar!2. The lost Baramahal was 
not at all recovered by the Mysore King. Anyhow after the fall of 
Srirangapatnam on May 4, 1799, it fell into the hands of the 
confederacy of the British, the Maratha and the Nizam of Hyderabad. 


After the Fourth Anglo-Mysore War 1799, Baramahal was annexed 
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with the British territory along with Kanara, Coimbatore, Wynad, 
Dharapuram and the coastal region of the Mysore kingdom. With this 
short historical sketch it will be apt to have an analysis about the 


activities of Tipu Sultan in Baramahal. 


Baramahal comprised of the territories of Dharmapuri, Hosur, 
and part of Krishnagiri, Thirupathur, Uthankarai and a part of Hosur’. 
Though it was situated in the Tamil speaking areas a large number of 
Muslims inhabited that place. The Lebbais who were the followers of 
the prophet were there!*. The Tamils who were converted to Islam 
were called Lebbais and they spoke the local language. The Urdu 
speaking Muslims were called Pathans or Dakhani Muslims. Though it 
was not a great centre of trade, learning or culture, the majority of the 
Muslim population wished to be the part and parcel of the Mysore 
Kingdom. So it had wide scope for frequent and unavoidable wars 
with the major political powers. The people of the Deccan peninsular 
too had their own enemity with the dwellers of the Baramahal region". 
As this territory touched the Mysore plateau, Hyder Ali and Tipu 
Sultan concentrated much on this to penetrate into the interior 
territories of Tamil country. After Baramahal was subdued by the 


Mysoreans in 1791 there prevailed peace. After the Fourth Anglo 
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Mysore war in 1799, that region was annexed as the possession of the 


province of Madras’. 


Legacy of Tipu’s Revenue Administration 

The transfer of Baramahal to the British by Tipu Sultan enabled 
the British to be alert at Krishnagiri, and other Mysore territories!”. It 
was mainly for avoiding Tipu’s army and men penetrating into the 
British domains. The natives were watched vigilantly and_ their 
assistances were utilised by the British to satisfy the needs and 
requirements of their contingents. By that a cordial relationship was 
made available. At the same time when Tipu had appointed Muslims 
in the place of Hindus who had been under him, he had to incur the 
displeasure of his own subjects!8. The change of power in the 
Baramahal region relieved the people from the hardships imposed on 
them by Tipu. But the officials and servants of Tipu were forbidden 


from enjoying the facilities under Tipu’. 


Tipu Sultan had his own economic policies regarding trade and 
commerce. The merchants of those areas were paying a specified 
amount on transports as customs”°, But after the shifting of the 
administration, the alien officials by threat started collecting abnormal 
sums as customs and transport fees?!. Even during the period of Tipu, 


his revenue officials adopted false practices and cheated the ruler. They 
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collected a huge sum and sent only a limited amount to the treasury. 
Such measures not only affected the rulers but also the common people 
who were the tax payers”. The Revenue officials of that area during the 
rule of Hyder Ali were ignorant and unable to read and write. They 
were also selected and appointed from the army. They were keen on 
the total collection and never worried about the people. Tipu Sultan 
was disgusted with such unacceptable activities. Eventhough they 
were removed from power and started to lead a private life, they were 
absorbed by the British just to achieve their own ends of exploitation”. 
Even when Lord Cornwallis visited Baramahal in 1792, he was 
perturbed by the irregularities with regard to the collection of revenue 


and stood for overall changes”*. 


Land Revenue Administration 

After getting Baramahal region in 1792, captain Alexander Read 
as the collector, had got a sound knowledge about the conditions and 
the well being of the people of Baramahal. He too proved himself a 
fittest person to run the administration of the area effectively in a better 
way even while Tipu Sultan was alive. But Tipu had no interest in the 
administration of Baramahal and his whole attention was to find ways 
and means to tackle the aliens who were making efforts to make 


friendship with the Marathas and the Nizam of Hyderabad for 
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thrashing him out®. Though Lord Cornwallis was to make this as a 
temporary stop-gap arrangement, it continued till Tipu was over- 
powered in 1799, in the Fourth Anglo-Mysore war. It was brought 


under the control of the Madras government in the year 1799. 


When the Baramahal region was under his control, Tipu Sultan 
followed his own revenue policy. Lease system was followed by Hyder 
Ali and Tipu. The Amildars were incharge of lands and they collected 
the revenue with the assistance of patels and village headman?’. The 
land tax from Baramahal region was collected either in cash or grains. 
When the price of grain was cheap, the tax was collected in cash and 
when the price was high they collected grains. Further for dry lands, 
tax was collected in cash and in the wet land it was in grain?8. The Patel 
and the village headman raised the rate frequently”’. The ryots were 
the sufferers. Tipu’s revenue administration suppressed the farmers. 
While the taxation was heavy, the revenue officials were corrupt and 
the government was inefficient”. Tipu also was unaware of the 
unlawful activities of his officials*!. The revenue account entries were 
not properly maintained. The officials did not give authentic and 
proper accounts and Tipu had no records to know the exact revenue of 
a specific period®?. So subsequently the English, without any proper 


records, fixed the land revenue arbitrarily. Any how it is evident that 
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Tipu’s unwanted avoidance of land revenue administration in 


Baramahal led to his fall at the end?°. 


After receiving the Baramahal region, the British ordered for the 
geographical survey during January 179354. So it is easy to infer that 
during Tipu Sultan’s period, land revenue was collected in an arbitrary 
manner without proper stipulations. Another unique feature was that 
Tipu had no sketch of land. While all these things allowed the people 
to show their aversion to the ruler, it was advantageous for the British 
who annexed the area in 1792. During August 1793, the Board of 
Revenue of Fort St. George received a map of rough sketches of the 
boundaries of villages and paddy fields*. Subsequently during August 
1794, another survey was conducted. But such things were totally 
absent under Tipu. But it was not the fault of Tipu because he had a 
wealthy treasury which favoured him to involve himself in constant 
wars with a foreign power which was aiming at the establishment of 
their rule in this subcontinent after suppressing their enemies. The 
absence of Revenue Board under Tipu was another drawback of his 
revenue administration. During Tipu’s time no tax was levied on the 
Inam or Devadhanam lands which were appropriated to the temples*. 
In the same way lands worth 20 pagodas were granted to Sankarayya, 


the Priest of the Chandra Mouleswara temple in Hosur town. Masjid 
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Sannad were the lands assigned to those who were incharge of 
Mosques and Dhargas. All such grants were made available in the 


Baramahal region too’’. 


In the Baramahal, during the reign of Tipu Sultan, the revenue 
officials themselves were looking after revenue collection, and 
maintained law and order’. When the British East India Company 
obtained the power of Baramahal, there prevailed lawlessness. There 
was no Safety for the life and properties of the people*’. The Amildars, 
Kotwals, Tallatits, were removed from their duties and Kavalkars were 
appointed. Koravars were appointed as Kavalkars with fixed salary to 
execute the duties of watchman, ward and police*. The British even 
asked Tipu’s officials to hand over the culprits who had escaped to 
Tipu’s regions from Baramahal*!. But such things occurred mainly due 
to the transfer of power of that region form the hands of Tipu to the 
East India Company. It also indicates that the people had no faith over 
the British, the staunch enemies of Tipu. The British believed that the 
mild treatment given to the Baramahal people by Tipu was also a cause 
for the chaos and turmoils in that region. So they decided to take severe 


actions against the culprits*. 


144 


Tipu Sultan’s assessment of land revenue was exorbitantly 
heavy. So the people migrated to other regions other than Tipu’s. He 
lost not only his income but also incurred the enemity of his own 
people. Though the officials of Tipu encouraged them to give the taxes 
at their own will, it also did not get any result. Those who could not 
pay the heavy taxes converted themselves into plunderers and 
murderers*. When the East India Company gave shelter to those 
people, it affected the administration of Tipu and his economy was also 
crippled. It also caused problems of safety and security of the state 
along with law and order. He even did not make an enquiry about the 
flaws of the people. It offered opportunities for the British to enhance 
their military forces in that region. Sufficient security guards were 


employed to avoid the further actions of Tipu. 


Changes in Judicial Administration 

The British endeavoured to maintain law and order. severe 
punishments were given to the offenders. Spies were also employed to 
have an estimate of the situation. By reviving peace, law and order in 
the Baramahal region, the British felt that they could then only settle 
the revenue of the disturbed areas**. The non availability of any regular 
police system in the Baramahal region under Tipu Sultan was 


responsible for the problems after 1792. So in order to rectify the 
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situation, the British appointed a Thanar and placed him under a 
Thanadar. In some places Kotwals were appointed for maintaining law 
and order*’. At the time of Tipu, there were Talaiyaris who maintained 
law and order with the income they obtained from the people of the 
region and this was a significant aspect in the rural areas*®. The 
lawlessness which prevailed there and the need for the maintenance 
of law and order in Baramahal under Tipu, compelled the British 
to devote more on introducing law and order by eliminating 
the lawlessness. This paved the way for the introduction of a 
developed police system in that region by the British in the ensuing 
period. Thus the bad administration of revenue and exorbitant rates of 
tax in Baramahal resulted for the migration of the ryots to the 
company’s areas. Lawlessness and disorder also prevailed in this 


region”. 


The judicial administration of the Baramahal region under Tipu 
Sultan was not at all a praiseworthy one because it was an unorganised 
one. The people never enjoyed any uniform code of law. Justice was 
rendered according to the circumstances. Neither the Hindu nor the 
Islamic laws were followed scrupulously. Minor crimes were being 
settled by the village headmen, local Panchayats, caste Panchayats and 


Juries. The Village councils and the revenue officials too had their say 
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in the judicial administration. These deficiencies had created many 
consequences at times of crisis°°. The prevalence of chaotic state in 
judicial administration in Baramahal under Tipu stressed the British 
intruders to concentrate more on the judiciary in that region. There 
were no regular courts of justice in the Baramahal region. So the British 
had to establish civil courts called adalats in Baramahal and other 
regions such as Conjeevaram, Triuppathur, Dindigul, and 
Krishnagiri>!. The jurisdiction of every court was also stipulated. The 
court founded at Krishnagiri satisfied the needs of the people of 
Baramahal*. It is worth to note here that no Judges were appointed 
with due responsibilities under Tipu. Only after 1792, the British 
entrusted the judicial responsibility to the revenue officials and ordered 
them to deal with justice’’. As Tipu had no regular accounting of the 
income through the judiciary for the fine amounts in the subsequent 
period, the Judge had to maintain the financial dealings of the court™. 
In addition to the other judicial officials such as Registrars, Darogas, 
Maulvis and Roshkars, Sastris, Amins, Munusifs and Sheristadars were 
appointed. The District Collectors, along with their administrative 
functions, were encrusted with judicial powers. Thus the improper 
methods of the judiciary under Tipu were streamlined by the 


authorities of the East India Company in due course. 
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Since of the British people were the believers of ‘the rule of law’, 
they were scrupulous in the judicial administration which was lacking 
under Tipu Sultan. Baramahal was also brought under such delicate 
situations. The English Judges were having the right to support in 
arbitratary juries and the Zamindars were mostly appointed as 
arbitrators®*. The British even granted the right of enquiry of cases to 
specific local people to minimize the burden of the Judges. The Amins 
settled the issues regarding lands*’. Thus the process of centralization, 
adopted by Tipu in the judicial administration, was removed. The 
British devoted to solve the problems locally in a decentralized way. 
But appeals were allowed in the higher courts. The British continued 
the Panchayat court followed by Tipu in Baramahal®*. The problem 
between Tipu and the British caused a stand-still stage in all aspects in 
the Baramahal region. The administrative head quarters of the 
Baramahal region, Krishnagiri gained significance only after 179259. 
The confused and chaotic revenue administration of this area by 
Tipu made the British to suffer much in the succeeding periods. 
Proper judicial administration was established in that region even 
while Tipu was alive due to the earnest endeavours by the 


British®. 
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Social Changes in Baramahal 

The Baramahal territory, which was mostly in the Kongu region, 
had the inhabitants speaking Tamil, Telugu, Kannada and Marathi 
languages. When this territory came under the Islamic rule of Mysore, 
further religions and languages crept into that region. The Christian 
Missionaries such as Robert De Nobili, and Abbe Dubois brought about 
the introduction of Christianity in this region®!. Particularly after the 
Third Anglo-Mysore war, Christianity became a popular religion®. The 
Baramahal region was one having different sets of people and all of 
them lived in peace and harmony. Because of that, the ruler 
Tipu Sultan was able to divert his energies mostly on wars. The 
heterogeneous groups also did not affect the normal functioning of the 


state®, 


Tipu Sultan had his political, religious and commercial contacts 
with the Baramahal region. Krishnagiri was the military head quarters 
of Tipu like Salem, Dharmapuri, Sankagiri, Rayakottai, which were the 
military centers of Macleod and Graham, the English Generals. 
Textiles was the leading industry in Baramahal. Like Salem, Ambur, 
Vaniyambadi, Namakkal and Attur which were cloth manufacturing 
centers, the silk and cotton cloths produced at Baramahal were having 


markets in foreign countries also. Baramahal, during the time of Tipu, 
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played a prominent role in maintaining its economic superiority due to 
industries as well as a market services. The industrial productions and 
hand-made products were able to satisfy the people of all walks of life. 
For the weapons of his army, Tipu had to depend on artisans of 
Baramahal and Salem®. So Baramahal was known for its commercial as 


well as military activities. 


While almost all the places had Hindu temples, Tipu Sultan 
made arrangement for the construction of mosques in the newly 
acquired territories such as Baramahal. Dukans or shops were 
constructed at all Kasbas for enabling the merchants to assemble there 
to deal with their financial activities and trade. They were all 
maintained by the government. Through them the exchange of money 
was undertaken®. During Tipu’s time, the artisans, who produced 
swords spears, daggers, shields etc, were familiar there due to their 
traits°”. Arunachala Achory, lived in Salem, was one of the members of 
the municipal council. He had native furnaces and produced iron from 
the iron ore available in Kanchamalai and his knives were very 
popular. But after 1799, they gave up their productions because the 
British were not in need of such things. In general with the demise of 


Tipu, the economic and manufacture systems disappeared and yielded 
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opportunities for the introduction of western economic order in the 


Baramahal and other regions captured from Tipu Sultan®. 


In the Baramahal and other regions, when the British, adhered to 
the policy of religious tolerations, the natives began to realise the 
religious persecutions by the Muslims including Tipu®. Anyhow the 
pious and devoted attitude of the natives did not change. While the 
Muslims under Tipu stressed for compulsory circumcision, the 
Christian Missionaries, during the company’s rule, allowed conversion 


at the will of the people. 


The Condition of Rural Areas 

From the Baramahal records it is also possible to have an 
estimate of the economic condition of that region under Tipu Sultan. In 
the villages, the people lived in simple houses of mud walls covered by 
palmyrah leaves, which were available in large quantities without much 
cost. They even used straw for rooting because that was also cheap”. In 
the Baramahal town areas there were tiled houses’!. The traditional 
mandapams and chatrams were available for the travelers to stay and 
they were also used for the conduct of religious festivals. At times they 
served as places of Panchayats to settle local cases”. But there prevailed 
co-operation and co-ordination among the people and that was 


beneficial for Tipu to concentrate on other aspects of the state affairs. 
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Agriculture was the prime occupation of the Baramahal region. 
The general economic standard was in a deplorable condition due to 
the frequent and repeated wars of Tipu Sultan. The army caused a lot 
of havocs to the agriculture fields. The land revenue officials too were 
making hurdles in the efforts to develop an agrarian economy”. In the 
dry Baramahal area when the problem of irrigation was there, Tipu 
could not devote himself to agriculture and so the farmers were put 
into a lot of difficulties. Due to the constant problems faced by the 
peasants, they were unable to manage agrarian pursuits and they 
found it to be congenial to serve as agricultural labourers”. Further the 
insufficient wages given for men, compelled women and children to 
work for half the wages. Those who cultivated paddy could not 
consume the rice because they sold the produces just to pay for the 
abnormal taxes’. In addition to the natural and environmental 
problems the political problems, also stagnated the growth of 
agriculture and Tipu was solely responsible for that. As the collection 
of revenue was the prime motive of the administration, the ryots 
suffered a lot. Such miserable plights of the farmers encouraged the 
British who subdued Tipu to provide with the opportunity to move the 
ryotwari settlement”. Since Tipu did not devote himself to the 


utilization of land for farming in the succeeding period the British 
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brought all the lands under cultivation and offered lands to farmers to 
cultivate at concessional rates of taxes”8. Tipu never thought about the 
collective responsibility in agriculture in all areas under him including 
Baramahal. But the British with all seriousness infused collective 
responsibility in agrarian activities, and introduced Mahalwari 


settlements and Zamindari system”. 


The absence of any attention to economic pursuits led to the 
migration of the labour population of the Baramahal region to urban 
centers. It had its own echo and impact over the self sufficient nature of 
the villages®°. For earning their livelihood and to find markets for their 
agrarian products, the shifting from rural areas to urban centres began 
during the last stages of the life of Tipu Sultan®!. The weaving 
communities such as Jadars, Salars and Sourastrars produced 
magnificent variety of nice texture of clothes and few undeveloped 
implements. They were encouraged mostly by traders and not by 
administrators. If the merchants did not pay for the order, the position 
of the weavers became precarious®?. With the transfer of Baramahal 
region from Tipu to the East India Company, the foreign trade 
concerns advanced money to the native weavers and procured the 
yield which gained huge profit to them in England®. This was also an 


obstacle for Tipu in fetching income to the state. The artisans and 
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craftsmen also had to face the competition and the old economic 


system had to yield to the fresh western system of economy*. 


When Tipu Sultan paid no heed to trade and commerce due to 
his involvement in wars and in maintaining his position amidst the 
enemities of the British, Marathas and Nizam of Hyderabad, the 
English exploited the situation. They, instead of giving assistance to 
trade, acquired the territories and imposed heavy duties for their 
products and also purchased from them at cheaper rates for enriching 
their own commercial prospects®. This also had its own adverse effects 
over Tipu. The British at the initial stage advanced money to traders. 
But when they gained superiority over Tipu in Baramahal they 
dumped their manufactured goods which completely wiped off the 


native hand made goods*. 


The failure of Tipu Sultan in promoting roads and the means of 
transport in Baramahal and other regions was a menance. The British 
used boats in Kaveri and Bhavani rivers. From Trichinopoly they 
covered 173 Kms of water transport. But Tipu did not pay any heed to 
that. That affected him in many ways. The Baramahal region, during 
his last days, was in a state of confusion because he had already lost it 


in 179187. In general due to Tipu’s wars, the Baramahal region became a 
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desolated one. There was a fall in all the sphere. The economy was 
deteriorating. Corruption among officials was an ineradicable one. 
There was a fall and depression in agriculture. Tipu found no time to 
concentrate or removing the distresses of the people due to his 
involvement in wars. The administration of the Baramahal region as 
the other areas was left unnoticed. He allowed the civil administration 
to move in its own way and that resulted in pushing his own 
people towards the East India Company administration of Baramahal 


region too. 


Fall of Baramahal 

The capture of Baramahal in the last of Tipu Sultan’s rule 
favoured the British to have the control over the passes leading to the 
Mysore Kingdom. Though this success of Lord Cornwallis was a 
considerable one, it was in nature not a total victory. By this the British 
had cut off the Sultan of Mysore from his access to the land of his 
country. Lord Cornwallis was able to cripple his enemy without 
making either the Marathas or the Nizam of Hyderabad too 
formidable®’. As a consequence, Tipu, during the remaining years of 
the British power in India, simultaneously made an unsuccessful 
attempt to obtain the support of the French. Such disasters served as 


causes for the fourth and last Anglo-Mysore war in 1799®9. 
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As long as the British fought alone against Tipu Sultan, the latter 
had an upper hand. But the Triple Alliance of 1790, between the British, 
Marathas and Nizam of Hyderabad enabled the British to crush Tipu’s 
powers. When the Maratha ruler and the Nizam of Hyderabad 
accepted the Subsidiary Alliance with Lord Wellesley, Tipu bluntly 
refused the offer. So he had to face another unsuccessful war in 1799, 
which brought his fatal end. Towards the close of the 18t century, 
Baramahal became an_ economically backward _ region, left 
unconcerned”. It became defenceless and weak due to the repeated 
wars of the native powers and lack of proper leadership on the native 
side”!. The code of revenue administration issued by Tipu after his 
accession in 1782, did not favour Tipu due to his constant and 
contending enemity with the British. This turned deadly against Tipu 


after 1792. 


The failure of the English forces after the siege of Mangalore 
from May 4, 1783, to January 30, 1784, stressed Macartnet, the 
Governor of Madras to send Commissioners to Tipu Sultan for peace”. 
Tipu was therefore able to exploit the situation. He even criticized that 
the British had sent commissioners all the way from madras to 
Mangalore begging for peace. Though Tipu was audacious and known 


for his personal valour, he had no calculating foresight. That ruined 
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him ultimately and that actually commenced from the fall of 
Baramahal. The strained relationship between the Marathas and Tipu 
had its echo at Baramahal. On February 15, 1786, the Maratha Nana 
Fadnavis and Nizam of Hyderabad met at Yadgir and revived their 
relationship”. This also precipitated the situation and Tipu was the 
affected person. The chain of events were not conducive for Tipu and 
he was left alone to face the formidable British and the consequence 


was seen reflected in the Baramahal region. 


Baramahal, which fetched him the land revenue encouraged 
Tipu Sultan to promote the agriculture of that region even by bringing 
the waste and fallow lands into cultivatable lands. Tipu directed the 
peasants to undertake the cultivation of mulberry and betel in that 
area. His system adopted in Baramahal continued to survive even 
under the British rule. He relieved the distresses of the farmers and 
maintained his own economic pursuits of the Baramahal region”. So 
when the Baramahal region fell into the hands of the British, Tipu 


became actually the loser as seen earlier due to war. 


After 1792, Tipu Sultan’s intrigues to draw the allies of the 
British to his side did not succeed%. This was another cause of hostility 


between Tipu and the British even after the loss of the Baramahal 
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region. Lord Cornwallis, who anticipated a war with Tipu, hastened 
his military activities. But Tipu precipitated the situation by an attack 
on Travancore which was in an alliance with the East India Company. 
So it was the opportunity for the British to attack Tipu and the capture 
of Baramahal was favourable”. The failure of Tipu in the Baramahal 
region allowed the British to have an upper hand in the entire Madras 
region. Tipu also had to face the problem of the loss of a sizable portion 


of his infantry and manpower as well as his territorial possessions. 


The weakness of Tipu Sultan in the Baramahal area allowed the 
equally ambitious allies to rose against Tipu to ensure their share in the 
Mysore region. The English who gained the help from the native rulers 
and people, unhesitatingly continued their military operations against 
Mysore. Thus Tipu had to face a perennial problem. The other native 
rulers, mainly to maintain peace with the British for their own safety, 
were unwilling to have any alliance with Tipu and refused the 
movement of the Mysore army through their regions’. So Tipu had to 
face critical situations. But he had no idea to yield to the army proposal 
mentioned by the British. The increased number of enemies prevented 
Tipu from devoting to a specific area and that endangered his services 


and activities. 
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When Tipu Sultan was harsh towards his Zamindars and 
punished his disobedient people, they migrated to the Arcot region 
without paying their revenue dues to Mysore”. In addition to that 
during their movement they indulged in plunders and devastated the 
properties of others. So Tipu’s financial positions became weak. So 
under such critical situations, Tipu could not achieve success at any 
level!©, The failure of proper administration in Baramahal opened the 
eastern gate way to the company’s army which was marching towards 
the monarch’s kingdom of Mysore. Earlier the commander of the 
British army camped at Sankri durg, moved his army and took part in 


the Third Anglo-Mysore War. 
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Chapter VI 


TIPU SULTAN IN COIMBATORE 


Hyder Ali had not achieved his main object of driving the 
English out of Southern India. But he had over ran large tracts of their 
country and occupied most of their principal Forts and fought steadily. 
Hyder Ali invaded Malabar in 1767. Zamorin of Calicut, the Chiefs of 
Cochin and Palaghat submitted themselves and paid 4 lakhs as tribute. 
In 1767 Hyder Ali and the Nizam of Hyderabad with the combined 
army of 49,860 Cavalry, 28,000 infantry and 109 guns attacked the 
British garrisons!. General Joseph smith repulsed it at Changam. 
Col.Wood came from Trichiripalli to Thiruvannamalai, to seek the help 
of the Nawab of Arcot who assured all help to him. Col. Smith also 
joined him. The British force of 1030 cavalry and 5800 infantry won the 
battle against Hyder Ali and the Nizam of Hyderabad combine and 
killed 1300 Men. Then Hyder Ali captured Tiruppathur, Vaniyambadi 
and besieged Ambur Fort in Baramahal. Cap. Calvert joined with 


Col. Smith in Vellore. 


Hyder Ali went to Mangalore and recaptured it along with his 
son Tipu Sultan. The British Army was dispatched to recover all the 


territories one by one from Hyder Ali in the Malabar, Baramahal and 
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Dindigul region. Col. Wood captured Dindugul Fort from Hyder’s 
army and then jointly Col. Smith won over Krishnagiri and 
moved towards Bangalore*. On the way he captured Hosur Kolar 
and Mulbagal Fort. When the Maratha Army came down to join the 
British force, Hyder Ali attempted to save Bangalore by intercepting 


them. 


The British failed to capture Bangalore but retained Mulbagal 
Fort. As Col. Smith returned to Madras, Hyder Ali seiged the Fort of 
Hosur’. When Col. Wood moved to Bangalore, he reached Mulbagal 
and took away the guns and ammunition. Hyder Ali marched towards 
Coimbatore and sent General Fazi - Ullankhan to invade the southern 
route of Gajjalhatti pass which he lost earlier*. Then Hyder Ali 
captured Karur and won the battle at Erode. Capt. Nixon’s troops were 
totally vanguished and many of them taken as prisoners were brought 


to his capital. 


Hyder Ali dispatched troops to re-establish his authority over 
Malabar coorg and the district Balam (Manjarabad). Hyder Ali himself 
led his army to Vanavasi where as Sir Eyre Coote proceeded to Arni. 
Hyder Ali had stored his supplies and ammunitions. He deputed Tipu 


Sultan with a strong force to defend the Arni Fort and he followed him 
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on the next day. On June 2, 1782, Tipu with the assistance of Count-de- 
Lally attacked the British troops and the enemy suffered a heavy loss. 
By then the British troops from Bombay (Mumbai) under the head of 
Col. Humberstone entered the Malabar region and raided many small 
Forts and reached Palaghat Cherri. Tipu was ordered to go to the 
western region. He marched with great rapidity and repulsed the 
English attack and they retreated back to Ponani (Panniani). 64 Kms 
South of Calicut (Kozhikode). With four columns of Mysore army and 
with the assistance of Count-de-Lally, Tipu attacked the British troops. 
After crossing the river ponani, he remained silent. Due to disasters in 
the formation made him march towards the Deccan region. Due to 
heavy rain in Arni hostilities were stopped. The British moved to 
Madras. The French returned to Cuddalore and Hyder Ali moved to a 


peaceful place 32 Kms away from Arcot. 


Tipu Sultan was a ferocious fighter who joined his father at the 
battle field at the age of 17. The early death of his father put him on the 
throne of the Mysore Kingdom. After the Second Anglo-Mysore War, 
which ended in 1792, the Treaty of Mangalore was signed with the 


British. Accordingly the parties to retreat their steps 
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The Treaty of Mangalore and its Reactions 


1. 


The commissioners were to remain with Tipu till the 
restoration of Dindigul and cannonade and they should 
leave only after the treaty had been delivered to him duly 
signed by the Government of Madras. 


In liu of Dindigul, Tipu shall be allowed to get a garrison 


and Nellore or else Ambur and satghur. 


Two of the three Commissioners or atleast one, 
empowered by the other two shall stay there, to restore 
Tipu’s possessions after the evacuation of the carnatic and 


the release of the prisoners had taken place. 


The Commissioner shall give the order for the restoration 


of Dindigul or Cannanore. 


Cannanore shall be restored in the presence of Tipu’s 


officers and in the same way in Chore and other places. 


British yielded and accepted the second proposition with the 


alteration that Tipu Sultan’s troops should keep possession of satghur 


and Ambur. In the Carnatic, as long as the English remained in 


possession of Dindigul and Cannanore, the orders should be given for 


their restoration to the respective parties immediately and reciprocally 


after the release of all the prisoners. The agreement having been 


arrived at on all points, the Treaty was signed on March 11, 1784». 
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Tipu Sultan captured Coimbatore, Dindigul and Palghat in 1790, 
during the Third Anglo-Mysore war®. During September 1790, 
General. Meadows decided to curtail Tipu’s penetration into the South. 
He recovered Karur, Aravakkurichi, Dharapuram, Dindigul and 
Coimbatore. The British planned to invade Mysore. But it was not 
possible for the British because the Gajjalhatti pass was the stronghold 
of Tipu’. Further on September 13, 1790, at the battle of 


Satyamangalam, Floyd had to retreat to Coimbatore’. 


At this critical juncture, Col. Kelley was ordered to safeguard 
the passes. General Abercromby was ordered to subdue Malabar. By 
then General Meadows captured the strategic parts of the passes 
without any opposition. Col. Floyd drove away Tipu Sultan’s General 
Sayid Sahib beyond river Bhavani and brought Satyamangalam under 
his control’. This was a set back to Tipu. The British were well aware of 
the fact that they cannot overturn Tipu single handedly. So, Lord 
Cornwallis decided to have a multifaceted attack on the Mysore 
Kingdom and stationed his forces in the three places Palghat, 
Coimbatore and Satyamangalam. The British General Meadows was 
directed to march towards the southern part of Mysore. General 
Abercromby attacked from the west from Malabar side!°. The Marathas 


and the Nizam of Hyderabad were instigated to give trouble to Mysore 
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from the North and the North East with swift retaliation on all sides. In 
spite of all those, Tipu inflicted, heavy casualties and so the British 


General, Floyd had to retreat!". 


On May 15, 1791, Tipu Sultan was defeated at the battle of 
Ariera and the chaotic condition continued. Then the question of 
collision between Tipu and the East India Company was a matter of 
time. Tipu’s attention was diverted from the main army of Lord 
Cornwallis, whose approach route to Srirangapatnam also confused 
Tipu!2. Anyhow for the sake of his life, Tipu was compelled to sign the 
Treaty of Srirangapatnam. By that Tipu had to give up almost half of 
his territories. He had to leave two of his sons Abdul Khalik and Tipu 
Shahip as hostages to the British!s. By this victory, the British had an 
opportunity to gain Malabar and Coorg regions. The company’s share 
included the provinces of South Canara Coimbatore districts and 
Dharapuram"™. They acquired the territories situated in between the 
Carnatic and the Malabar Coast. Anyhow Tipu was diplomatic. In an 
intelligent way he cut off all the supplies to Lord Cornwallis. Further 
due to rain, the English plans were thwarted. The English army 
suffered a lot. The English war machines could not function effectively. 


Though Tipu recaptured Coimbatore after the rain had stopped, Lord 
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Cornwallis revived his Military activities from the preliminary stage. 


Attempts were also made by him to move towards Srirangapatnam". 


Strategic Importance of Coimbatore 

Coimbatore which received its name from “Kovan Puttur” was 
an area under local chieftain!®. It might have been derived from “Kosan 
puttur” which was the central region of the Kosar area!’. It was a part 
of Malanadu. Thus the historically significant territory was beneficial 
for Tipu to utilize as a bridge between Mysore and the South!’. The 
Coimbatore region was a strategic point because it was in between 
Bangalore and Dindigul in the south!® The thorough-fare from 
Bangalore to the South for trade and commerce passed through 
Dindigul, Trichirapalli, Coimbatore, Palghat and Dharapuram. The 
road between Satyamangalam, Avinasi and Coimbatore was also 
becoming popular as a passage between Mysore and Coimbatore”. 
Tipu Sultan also laid roads to suit his own convenience. In all 
Coimbatore was a strategic place and Tipu recaptured it?!. In spite of 
all hardships as a humane ruler, who had social interest, he was 
compelled to maintain the welfare of the people and that encouraged 
him to protect the prosperous areas like the Coimbatore region in the 


Kongu country”. 
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Tipu Sultan, to maintain the statusquo, decided to recover 
Coimbatore which was brought under the control of the English by 
General Meadows”. Tipu, through General Sayyid Sahib, created a 
terror in the minds of the British by disturbing their communications. 
But Sayyid Sahib was forced to cross the river Bhavani by the British 
and reached a place of safety. This was beneficial for the British to 
occupy Coimbatore. They even obtained opportunities for getting all 
their supplies and troops. Tipu was made to watch over the situation 
carefully and also he had to notice the movements of General 
Meadows. He was always awaiting an opportunity to attack the 
enemies. But the British responded to the situation effectively and 
began their activities in their favour with all caution. All of a sudden as 


the British opened an attack silently, Tipu had to face serious defeat?*. 


Gajjalhatti Pass 

During these operations Col. Stuart and Col. Oklham had 
brought Erode and Satyamangalam under their control respectively on 
March 7 and 25, 179125. This helped the British to have an easy access to 
penetrate into the territories of Tipu Sultan through Gajjalhatti pass. 
When the position of Coimbatore too became precarious, they had to 
move through the Gajjalhatti pass to Karur. By having an estimate of 


the situation, Tipu appeared suddenly near the enemy’s camp. He was 
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able to make a breach in the regiment of Col. Floyed, which was 
stationed on the southern banks of the river, Bhavani?®. The army was 
also on the verge to move to Satyamangalam. Tipu Sultan proceeded to 
Coimbatore and stayed there for a month. But he was keenly observing 
the movement of General Meadows. Further Tipu was awaiting an 
encounter with him from May 24, onwards and he was watching the 
situation. The slow movement of the British forces encouraged Tipu to 
return to Srirangapatnam for making further preparations for a war. So 
he reached Coimbatore. Col. Floyed was also able to get the 
information about the arrival of Tipu. On September 12, Tipu crossed 
the river Bhavani and encamped in the Southern border of 
Satyamangalam. He also directed his army to capture Satyamangalam 
after crossing the river. But Col. Floyed with the support rendered by 
Major Darby, made the forces of Tipu to retrieve?”. Tipu’s direct 
advancement also did not bear any fruit. But Tipu was capable of 
imposing heavy casualties over the British. The crippled British forces 
decided to retreat to Coimbatore after abandoning the siege of 
Satyamangalam. When Tipu decided to chase the British, he could not 
execute that plan because Col. Floyed was able to gain the support and 


assistance of Col. Meadows?8. 
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Movement of Tipu Sultan’s Army 

The movements of the English army allowed Tipu Sultan to 
design a plan to intercept Col. Meadows in between Satyamangalam 
and velodi. Tipu was awaiting on the banks of the river Bhavani. He 
was well protected by the native forces of Dananayakkan Kottai and 
Satyamangalam. He was carefully watching the areas in between 
Satyamangalam and Poongai”’. Having smelt the plans of Tipu, Col. 
Meadows avoided a battle with Tipu and reached velodi to join Col. 
Floyd. Their attention was turned towards Coimbatore. The British 
forces proceeded to Coimbatore and joined with the army of General 
Stuarts which had arrived at Coimbatore from Palghat. Thus Tipu 
failed in his plan of separating the armies of the British. These things 
proved the British diplomacy and their courageous acts of tackling the 
situations. Anyhow Tipu’s strength at Coimbatore was able to curtail 
the invasions of Mysore through the Gajjalhatti pass and that a 
defensive war on both sides was converted as a war of offensive 


nature, 


While Tipu Sultan was concentrating on capturing the lost 
territories in the Coimbatore region, the British were acting against it. 
Due to his formidable strength, Tipu captured Erode on September 25, 


1791, and proceeded towards Karur*!. Tipu also planned to attack the 
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British either at Coimbatore or Dharapuram. At that time Col. 
Meadows had advanced from Coimbatore. Tipu was forced to put his 
energy towards Coimbatore because it was the place where the 
English, had their hospital, field, stores and battlements*?. Tipu’s 
approach was also a fast one. Hearing this, the English army under 
Col. Hartley reinforced Coimbatore with further strength. This 
compelled Tipu to alter his plans. He shifted his move towards 
Dharapuram. He besieged that place on October 6, 1791°°. Due to his 
valiant efforts Tipu succeeded in capturing that place on October 8. 
Now instead of making continuous attack on that area, Tipu committed 
another blunder of shifting his attention towards Baramahal. This gave 


an opportunity for the British to retain Coimbatore. 


Advances of the Company’s Troops 

Gradually different areas around Coimbatore came under the 
control of the Mysoreans but Major Cuppage repulsed all their efforts. 
On hearing this Tipu Sultan, along with his troops, had to move 
towards the north. Qamar-ud-din khan also could not succeed. Tipu 
moved to Doddabellapur and from there he wanted to siege 
Coimbatore*. On June 13, 1791, Baqar Sahib invaded Coimbatore and 
the pettah was brought under his custody on June 16. In the mean time, 


Qamar-ud-din Khan reached Muddagiri and attempted to relieve 
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Coimbatore. He also cut off the resources of the British from Palghat. 
The link between Major Cuppage and General Abercromby was also 
cut off. So Coimbatore came under the mercy of the Mysoreans. 
Qamar-ud-din Khan too caused heavy damages to the British’. 
Lt.Chalmers surrendered on November 2, 1791. He was taken as a 
prisoner to Srirangapatnam. Lord Cornwallis had to tackle this critical 
situation by strengthening his forces with the support of the Madras 


authorities’. 


Here it is apt to trace back the condition of Tipu Sultan with 
regard to Coimbatore. Even in 1789, Tipu used Coimbatore for 
stationing his army. From there he attacked the border areas of 
Travancore state. But his attempt was a futile one. It was mainly 
because of the efforts of Lord Cornwallis who had already stationed 
many garrisons in the areas of Coimbatore with the support of the 
Marathas and the Nizam of Hyderabad. Tipu made a number of 
unsuccessful attempts to subdue Coimbatore. This caused perennial 
enmity between Tipu and the English. In addition to that this critical 
situation led Tipu to face the subsequent Third and the Fourth Anglo- 


Mysore wars’. 
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Tipu Sultan was also angry with the British because Lord 
Cornwallis had been irritating Tipu in many other ways from 1791, 
onwards. He informed that if he refused to accept the negotiations and 
conciliations of the British in full, he would not get back the hostage 
from the English. All these things infuriated Tipu and that had its 
impacts and influences over Coimbatore because that was located in a 
strategic position. Tipu had to cross that area for reaching his territories 
in the South. The British treated that as a threshold to penetrate into 


Mysore and also to have access to the Kerala region®?. 


General Kelley, by enhancing the British onslaughts in 
Coimbatore, wanted to penetrate into the Mysore domain through the 
Gajjalhatti pass*®. By bringing Karur, Dharapuram, Coimbatore and 
other regions, General Kelly endeavoured to continue his aim of 
reaching Mysore. All such activities forced Tipu to recapture 
Coimbatore*!. He also felt that only by that the expansion of the British 
into the Mysore territories could be averted. While Lord Cornwallis 
was able to expand the British territories in the Madras region, Col. 
Maxwell was unable to capture the Krishnagiri and the Coimbatore 
regions. He himself surrendered to Tipu. But Lord Cornwallis, with the 
support of the Marathas and the Nizam of Hyderabad, was able to 


reach a place 10 Kms away from Srirangapatnam. Tipu was further 
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forced to sign the Treaty of Srirangapatnam on March 1792. So Tipu 
could not recover Coimbatore. In the Third Anglo-Mysore war, fought 
between 1790-1792, Tipu not only lost half of his territories but also he 
had to pay a war indemnity of three Million Pounds. The constant 
wars, the torture of the British, the fluctuating fortunes and the 
maintenance of the safety of the Mysore kingdom put Tipu in a 
precarious position and he could not recover Coimbatore till his fall in 


1799: 


Hostilities with Company’s Generals 

The English generals such as Colonel Donald Campell, Col. 
Smith, and Col. Lang were able to bring the Krishnagiri and the Hosur 
regions under the British Control. They reduced the lowland Forts. 
Dharmapuri, Salem, Attur, Sendamangalam and Namakkal Forts were 
surrendered due to the efforts of Col. Wood. During February and 
March 1797, Col. Wood by crossing Kaveri, reached the Coimbatore 
plateau and penetrated into the Palghat region through the southern 
region of Coimbatore. He was able to bring Dindigul under his control. 
Then he joined Smith in Mysore. Since Tipu Sultan had to solve the 
Military issues of the areas like Tenkanikkottai, Krishnagiri, 


Kalugondahalli, Hosur, Royakkottah, Sangakiridurg and Pennagaram, 
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he had no time to divert his attention towards Coimbatore and the 


regions beyond it which he had already lost to the British. 


Tipu Sultan’s attempts to draw the British allies to his side was a 
failure. He sent an embassy to Maurities to invoke the aid of the French 
also bore no fruits. Lord Mornington, the Governor General had to deal 
with the situation effectively. The Nizam of Hyderabad and the 
Marathas, the allies of the British could not assist Tipu. After feeble 
resistance, finally, it fell on May 4, 1799, while the fort of 
Srirangapatnam was stormed by the British. The territories of Tipu 
were divided by the allies. Coimbatore, Canara, Weynad areas came as 
British share. Thus Coimbatore, controlled by Tipu, was finally shifted 
to the British in 1799. Tipu had to face the opposition of the British 
from various sides. Coimbatore was a most strategic one. Though he 
was able to impose a crushing defeat over General Meadows, he could 
not prevent Col. Maxwell from attacking the Mysore army. Further the 
support of the Marathas and the Nizam of Hyderabad was favorable to 
British. The command of Lord Cornwallis in 1791, too led to the decline 
of Tipu. Anyhow on November 3, 1791, Tipu succeeded in capturing 
Coimbatore which had been gallantly guarded by the troops of Lord 
Cornwallis. Amidst great distresses and disasters, Tipu was able to 


make the British to leave from the area of Coimbatore. Thus Tipu 
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Sultan’s relation with Coimbatore met with many ups and downs and 
finally he had to give that place to the British. On the basis of defence, 
the British were compelled to bring Coimbatore under their control 
from Tipu. As the Coimbatore region was having considerable 
geographical and political values, both Tipu and the British were keen 


on keeping their sway over those territories*. 


Even in 1791, when Tipu Sultan captured Coimbatore, Dindigul, 
Palghat and Tiruvannamalai, the British were totally responsible for 
the final fall of Tipu. He was unable to have control over the vast areas 
which were having distinctive geographical and political settings. 
Further it was an opportune movement for the British to divert the 
attention of Tipu simultaneously on different fronts. Such things 
weakened the calibre of Tipu. The richness and prosperity of that 
region too compelled both the parties to be keen on keeping it under 
their possession. Sayyid Sahib, the Mysore General was driven out of 
the river Bhavani by Col. Floyed and Coimbatore fell but only to be 
recovered shortly by Tipu in 1792. From the beginning of his accession 
to the Mysore throne in 1782, due to his continuous participation in 
various battles along with his father, Hyder Ali had to face much 
vulnerable wars till his end in 1799. But he was unable to face 


Coimbatore due to the combined resistance of the Marathas, the Nizam 
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of Hyderabad and the British. That prevented him from defending this 


strategic region of Coimbatore. 


Loss of Southern Boundaries 

In 1790, Tipu Sultan marched to Trichirapalli through Karur. 
When he reached Srirangam, he had to leave that area for operation in 
the west. The Kongu Region, which comprised of Salem, Dharmapuri, 
Coimbatore and Satyamangalam was obtained by Hyder Ali from the 
Wodaiyars of Mysore, though the British waged wars between 1767 
and 1769. The British forces ravaged the territories but did not occupy 
them. In 1780 the British captured Coimbatore and Dharapuram but 
restored them to Tipu in 1784, due to the Treaty of Mangalore. Anyhow 
in 1792, by the Treaty of Srirangapatnam, the English obtained 
possession of the Tamil districts of Dindigul, Salem and Baramahal but 
not Coimbatore. But after 1799, after the death of Tipu in the Fourth 
Mysore war at Srirangapatnam, the entire Kongu country was handed 
over to the English. So with regard to Coimbatore both Tipu and the 
English were keen on the possession of it. The elevated plains of 
Coimbatore was also an attractive one for the both. From 1730 to 1799, 
it had been with Mysore except a few short intervals. Anyhow this area 
had no separate individual dynasty to rule. The political and 


administrative measures were controlled by Mysore and after 1782, by 
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Tipu directly till his end in 1799. So the strategic location was 
employed by Tipu completely in the midst of medlings and 
perturbations of the British throughout the period of Tipu’s direct rule 
between 1782 and 1799. The same was the trend during his father 
Hyder Ali’s period. He too faced the fluctuations but managed to keep 


Coimbatore under him. 


Since Coimbatore was the threshold to the Malabar and Mysore 
regions, it was a passage for Tipu to penetrate into the areas south of 
Trichirapalli. Tipu was keen on maintaining it. The British were equally 
aware of the significance of Coimbatore and they were devoted to that 
place. So it was also a point of trouble between the two powers. The 
unsupported and helpless Tipu had to defend it with much difficulties. 
But the British by making alliance with the Nizam of Hyderabad, the 
Marathas and the Kerala power, trapped Tipu in the middle. Tipu, who 
fought heroically and single handedly, could not maintain the 


statuesque uniformly with regard to Coimbatore. 


Though Tipu Sultan was a powerful warriror from the date of 
his accession in 1782, and till his end in 1799, he had to face critical 
political issues. His concentration was perturbed largely by the British 


who were troubling him in all sides and in all possible ways. Tipu 
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single handedly faced all the issues. By exploiting the vulnerable 
political situation, the British were able to expand their territories. 
Coimbatore the strategic point also served as a means for the expansion 
of the British. Anyhow the loss of Coimbatore was jeoparding the 


prospects of Tipu which had its own implications in the end. 


As per the Treaty of 1792, the Baramahal and the Salem 
territories were given to the British. Col. Alexander Read was 
appointed as the collector. His head quarters was at Thriuppathur. He 
conducted an extensive survey of land in all the districts. Earlier Tipu 
Sultan collected land tax and tributes from the Palayagars. The 
Zamindars the jagirdars the land lords and other farmers paid the land 
Tex to the Palayagars. In turn the Palayagars sent their annual tributes 
to Srirangapatnam. When the Palayagars were removed from their 
status, there was a vaccum. Alexander Read collected land tax directly 
from the farmers He presented a Social Economic survey of Baramahal 
and Salem to the Board of Revenue in April 4, 1800. He proposed a 
ryotwari system of land revenue settlement. Lord Cornwallis had 
already introduced quin quennial system of settlement. Sir. Thomas 
Mandrow, who was the Sub Collector of Hosur, later introduced 


ryotwari system of land revenue in the British Districts. 
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Chapter VII 


BRITISH POLICY TOWARDS TIPU SULTAN 


The Tiger of Mysore 

Tipu Sultan 1750-1799 the defacto ruler of the kingdom of 
Mysore, who ascended the throne of Mysore after the death of his 
father, Hyder Ali in 1792. He was an eminent warrior and was trained 
in the art of warfare at the age of 15. Being an instrumental leader and 
benevolent in nature, he took valiant efforts in south India against the 
British in suppressing them. By using their military strategies, when 
the British added up their territorial possessions in the peninsular 
India, Tipu, the military genius, had earned the trust of the French, the 
Amir of Afghanisthan and the Sultan of Turkey. Tipu, the true patriot 
was capable of visulalising the forth-coming danger of the expansion of 
the British East India Company. To check their expansion Hyder Ali 
and Tipu Sultan fought successfully the First Anglo - Mysore war in 
1766, and the Second Anglo - Mysore war in 1782. They were aware of 
the strength and formidable nature of the British. The ever growing 
strength of Tipu compelled the British to adopt their own diplomatic 
policies against him. They made alliances with the Nizam of 


Hyderabad and the Marathas which formed the basis for the Third 
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Anglo - Mysore War in 1790. Thus the British had only strained 
relations with Tipu from his emergence to power. Tipu's personal war 
like traits stressed the British to treat him as a formidable enemy who 
was a hurdle for their political activities as well as their expansion in 
the southern part of south India. So they devoted much on crushing the 


tiger of Mysore. 


The British, after their defeat in 1793, were scared of Tipu 
Sultan’s growing strength. So they enhanced their military strength 
and made military alliances with the Nizam of Hyderabad and the 
Marathas. Thus the British, instead of adopting a conciliatory policy 
with Tipu, always considered him as an arch enemy and fighting force. 
The British’s diplomacy, conspiracy and intrigues against Tipu 
succeeded after the Third Anglo Mysore war which was ended by the 
Treaty of Srirangapatnam on March 22, 1792. By that the British 
obtained a war indemnity of 33 million rupees. After three years of 
silence, again in 1795, the British diverted their energies towards Tipu 
because he had made extensive and elaborate war preparations against 
the British. The strengthening of his armed forces, with the assistance 
of the French, was treated by the British as a violation of the Treaty of 
Srirangapatnam. This was the cause for the Fourth Anglo - Mysore war 


of 1798, which came to an end in 1799, with the death of Tipu in the 
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battle field. Thus the policy of the British towards Tipu was not at all a 


peaceful one. It centered on attacks and counter attacks. 


Since Tipu Sultan had captured Madras, Baramahal, Salem, 
Dindigul, Coimbatore and Malabar, the British’s ambition of expansion 
of their territorial possessions in Tamilnadu became a problematic one. 
Further as Tipu fought against the foreigners single handedly, the 
British were specific in putting an end to him for achieving their end of 
expanding their territorial possessions. Between 1767- 1799, the British 
found India at their feet. By their dubious ways, the areas of the Kongu 
country, which was the battle ground between the British and the 


Mysore rulers, was subdued by them.1 


Baramahal, Salem, Attur, Sendamangalam, Namakkal, 
Kaveripuram Tenkanikkottai, Karimangalam, Dharmapuri, Krishnagiri, 
Rayakottai, Sankagiri Durg, Pennagaram, Satyamangalam, Erode, 
Bhavani, Dindigul, Palghat, Coimbatore, Dharapuram and many other 
areas 2such as Trichirapalli, Arcot and Arni were the battle grounds for 
the British as well as Mysore powers during the periods of Hyder Ali 
and Tipu Sultan? Tipu like his father was keen on defending the 
territories against the British by constructing many Forts, which were 


of different qualities. Most of them were constructed by mud and were 
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less formidable. But the Fort of Tipu at Palghat, the Fort of 
Dannayakankottai guarding the Gajjalhatti pass and the Punganur Fort 


were able to resist the attack of the British.4 


Since the British were making hectic efforts to subdue the 
native Mysore power, Tipu had ,to make well knitted arrangements of 
roads connecting Dalavoypettah, Komarapalayam, Nerinjipettai, 
Dharapuram, Erode, Omalur, Salem, Rasipuram, Namakkal, Dindigul, 
Palghat, Dharmapuri, and Hosur.5 Though they were beneficial for 
flourishing trade and commerce, it cannot be decided that a single soul 
could withstand all the things including the attack of the British who 
were keen on suppressing the natives for establishing their own rule.® 
As Tipu's country was known for its agrarian prospects, it was no 
wonder that the English were inclined to bring that territory under 


them from the control of Mysore.” 


Isolation of Tipu Sultan 

The British adopted the technique, that enemy's enemy will be 
their friend. Such an approach caused the Second Anglo- Mysore war 
1790-1792. By that the British obtained the Dindigul area, the Districts 
of Salem and Malabar. Tipu too adhered to the same technique and 
endeavoured to get the support of the French who were the enemies of 


the British in Europe and rivals in India. Lord Mornington and Lord 
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Wellesley, the Governor General of India, by understanding the 
jeopardy faced by the British in India, came to the south to deal with 
the situation and gained the support of the Maratha's and the Nizam of 
Hyderabad. Tipu was left alone and became stranded. When the 
Srirangapatnam Fort was stormed on May 4, 1799, Tipu died in the 
battle. Because of that, British obtained Canara, Weynad and 
Coimbatore.® These things enabled the British to take possession of the 
whole of Madras presidency from Northern Circar to Cape Comerin.? 
Such facts indicate that Tipu till his death had faced the enemity of the 
British and that favoured them to bring the then Madras Presidency 
under their control. The non-availability of any paramount power in 
Tamilnadu and the rivalry between Tipu and the British placed the 
British at the highest pedestal. Tipu could succeed but for the loss of his 
life. The fall of Tipu led the Madras Presidency to arrest the opposition 
of the Nizam of Hyderabad and the Marathas against the British.. The 


British were also forced to deal with the native interests.19 


The defeat of Hyder Ali at Portnova on July 1, 1781 by Sir Eyre 
Coote and the threat of Col. Pearce at Pulicat, 64 kms, north of Madras 
caused the engagements at Pullalore and the victory of Sir Eyre Coote 
over Hyder Ali at Sholingur. In November 1781, Nagapattinam became 


a British possession. Subsequently Col.Braithwaite was cut up in 
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Tanjore by Tipu Sultan with the assistance of the great French Admiral, 
Edward Hughes who met with a decisive victory on February 1782. 
This assisted Hyder Ali to capture Cuddalore from the British. '' These 
facts expose that the rivalry between the British and the Mysore was a 
constant one and in the initial stage both these powers met with 
fluctuating fortunes. Only confrontations and battles prevailed. Even 
after the death of Hyder Ali in May 1783, Tipu captured Bednur but 
Col. Fullerton raided Mysore from the southwest. In November 1783, 
Palghat and Coimbatore became the British territories.!2 But Lord 
Macartney, the Governor, though followed a straight forward policy 
with regard to the internal administration, exposed his inexperience in 
the Indian diplomacy. This led to the signing of the Treaty of 
Mangalore in March, 1784. This widened the opportunity of Tipu to 
grant peace to the British with disrespect.’ A balance of power was an 
impossible one among the native power such as Mysore, Nizam of 
Hyderabad, the Marathas, Malabar and Nawab of Arcot. The British 
cautiously maintained benevolent neutrality under such circumstances. 
But such a policy was never a continuous one. When Lord Wellesley 
1798-1805 became the Governor General, he had to face a marvelous 


transformation to crush the Mysore power. 
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Fall of Srirangapatnam 

Lord Wellesley demanded absolute submission from Tipu 
Sultan. He never acknowledged the policies of Tipu and accused him 
of insolent evasions. Arthur Wellesley, the younger brother of Lord 
Wellesley, the Governor General-invaded Mysore from the east. On 
May 4, 1799, Srirangapatnam was taken by the British after the defeat 
Tipu in the battle. Thus by war the British got the Muslim power of 
Mysore. Hyder Ali’s death on December 17, 1782 after his defeat at 
Portonova by Sir Eyre Coote, the treatment of Tipu by the British 
became harsher. The enemity became more vigorous. The activities of 
Britain and France in the European soil had its own echo in India. Tipu 
was to accept the restitution of prisoners captured during the Second 
Anglo - Mysore War. At this juncture as the Hindu Raja of Tranvancore 
was an ally of the British, Tipu's attack on him was condemned by the 
British. The Treaty of Srirangapatnam was imposed on Tipu. By that 
Tipu's power was reduced because he had to give up his territories in 
Malabar, Coorg and Carnatic. The Marathas and the Nizam of 
Hyderabad too gained territories from Tipu because they were the 
allies of the British."4 It is obvious that Tipu Sultan , like his father 
Hyder Ali, followed the policy of expansion and was able to draw the 


attention of the whole world because he fought single handedly after 
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22 days of the death of his father. Tipu sultan became the Nawab of 
Mysore in the midst of opposition and fights with the mighty British 
yoke. Tipu, after becoming as the Nawab, on December 29, 1782 he 
confronted the disastrous attacks of the British with effective response. 
As a diplomat even from the time of his assumption as a ruler, Tipu 
had to face the confrontations with the British in 1783. Even though the 
English had captured Hyder Ali's Bednur, Honnovar and Mangalore, 
Tipu was able to arrest General Mathews of the Madras Regiment on 
April 30, 1783, and that widened his scope in recovering his lost 
territories one after the other. But due to the desertion of the French, his 
dreams of becoming the master of peninsular India did not came to 
reality and the British were able to thwart the plans of Tipu.’ 
Though the British signed the humiliating Treaty of Mangalore with 
Tipu, they utilised it as an opportunity for commencing another war 


with Tipu. 


The bravery and diplomacy of Tipu Sultan did not succeed. By 
the Treaty of Srirangapatnam, the barbarous British not only defeated 
Tipu but also acquired Rs.33 millions as war indemnity and took two 
of his sons as hostages. Tipu tried to avenge this barbarity and the 
result was the Fourth Anglo - Mysore War in 1799.1” Thus the British, 


by cruelties, political diplomacies, military strength and with the 
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support of other members of the native states rose against Tipu and 
succeeded in all their endeavours in impressing Tipu or to keep him 
under constant problems. Further Lord Wellesley, by reviving the 
alliance with the Marathas and the Nizam of Hyderabad started the 
Fourth Anglo - Mysore war in 1799. Further Lord Wellesley insisted 
Tipu to accept the subsidiary alliance. Lord Wellesley introduced the 
system of subsidiary alliances by which the company’s Government 
came as the over load of many Indian princely states. When it was 
denied Tipu was defeated at Siddheswara and Malavalli. General 
Harris, Arthur Wellesley and Col. Baird planned the attack of the 
capital of Tipu. Tipu's endeavours to negotiate for peace too failed. 
Thus on May 4, 1799, the war ended with the fall of Tipu at 
Srirangapatnam. Tipu's fall removed all the barriers which impeded 
the expansions of the British in the Peninsular India.!* With the fall of 
Mysore the territorial acquisition in the south by the British was 


completed. 


All the activities of Tipu were mainly centering on the ideologies 
and activities of the British. He had to spend much of his career as ruler 
either in opposing or withstanding the valiant nature of the British. 
Though he was a great administrator and had evincing interest in 


looking after the welfare and happiness of his subjects, he had to be 
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cautious in dealing with the British, who were much interested in 
praising his administration. His officials and troops displayed 
discipline and fidelity which was hailed by his adversaries and 
contemporary European observers. The British always kept him in 


tight corners against maintaining his own power and independence." 


Success of the British Diplomacy in Tamil Country 

It becomes a must to have an idea about the activities of the 
revenue officials. The Desasthas or Maratha Brahmins were interested in 
satisfying their financial needs of both the British and Tipu Sultan.” 
While Tipu was interested in replacing them by Muslims, they in turn, 
with the assistance of the British turned against Tipu. During 1797-98 
when almost all the principal mutraddies, the revenue officials were 
Muslims, they, along with 26 other civil as well as military officials of 
Tipu, were taken as captives by the British. When Tipu demanded their 
release the problem started.2! The properties of the Brahmins passed 
into the hands of the Muslim revenue officials such as shanbogues and 
sheristadars under Tipu. But after the imposition of the company's rule, 
the Brahmins were not eliminated from the government service. They 
were maintained in the constitutional structure of the political system.” 


While the British were so specific in maintaining the sympathy of all 
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irrespective of caste, colour, creed and religion, Tipu was a despot on 


that line. 


When the Marathas were forming a confederacy either for the 
British or to oppose them, Tipu Sultan was to fight alone single 
handedly. In this regard while Warren Hastings was prosecuting a war 
against Tipu, Lord Macartaney of Madras intended for peace with Tipu 
and by that he desired to encourage Tipu to carry on his war with 
others.23 This diplomacy of Lord Macartaney was to keep Tipu always 
engaged in some war or other and by that he was particular in 
minimising Tipu's resources. In 1783 this issue gained significance. In 
1784 when the Maratha power went against Tipu with the support of 
the Nizam of Hyderabad, he was able to overcome them because Tipu 
had no pressure from the British at that time. Tipu's response against 
the Maratha, the Nizam of Hyderabad was earnest and prompt. Such 
vigorous activities and victories over the Marathas compelled the 
native powers to have alliance with the British. Lord Cornwallis and 
General Meadows occupied Bangalore on March 21, 1791. After many 
reverses and many ups and downs on both sides, on February 11, 1792 
Tipu sued for peace.”4 Thus the local political conditions also were not 
congenial and conducive for Tipu and the British were interested in 


exploiting the situation in their favour in all situations. 
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The surrender of Col. Braithwaite to Tipu Sultan at Tanjore 
reduced the ruler of Tuljaji 1763-1787, to sorest straits. In the absence of 
the British support, the area was plundered by Tipu.” So the British 
powers help was the source of success to the natives. When their 
involvement was curtailed, Tipu had an upper hand among the native 
powers. The help of a foreign power to a native to attack another native 
was also a diplomacy of divide and rule learnt from the British. This 


was mostly akin to the policy of divide and rule. 


War strategies of Lord Cornwallis 

The formation of alliance between the British, the Marathas and 
the Nizam of Hyderabad during June-July 1790, the decision of Lord 
Cornwallis to take part in the battle field in person, the movements of 
Tipu Sultan, the storming of the pettah of Bangalore from March 7 to 21, 
1791, the siege of the Fort of Bangalore between March 7 to 21, 1791 
were the cautious approaches made by the English against Tipu. Only 
after setting these issues to an appropriate stage, the English were able 
to achieve greatly.2° Lord Cornwallis was also of the opinion that Tipu's 
powers should be reduced and the war with him also should be 
terminated in a shorter period of time. The forces of Carnatic was 
supported by the forces of Bombay and Madras Presidencies in 


attacking Tipu form all quarters.2” In pursuance of the plan, General 
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Meadows along with Madras forces, proceeded to the southern part of 
Mysore.”8 As well designed, General Abereromby and Col, Kelly had to 
assist General Meadows to penetrate into Palaghat from Coimbatore.”? 
Thus without giving any time for Tipu to think, military arrangements 
were made by the British and that was a bitter disappointment for 
Tipu.*° It was a diplomatic success for Lord Cornwallis. The British 
were also keen and cautious in maintaining the confederacy against 
Tipu intact. It was essential for them to circumscribe the dangerous 
powers of Tipu. So further plans were also arranged to siege Hosur and 
Bangalore and by that Tipu's attention was to be diverted. 
Simultaneous attack of Bangalore by the forces of the Marathas and the 
Nizam of Hyderabad were also arranged. General Abereromby from 
the north west of Mysore proceeded to Srirangapatnam. Thus the 
resources of Tipu were cut off. He was compelled to arive at a 
conclusion to bring the war to an end*!. Thus the military strategies of 


the British were always progressive against Tipu. 


Lord Cornwallis made all the preparations earlier before 
attacking Tipu Sultan. A powerful army of infantary, experienced 
cavalry, artillery, cattle and stores were kept ready. Through the passes 
near Ambur and Baramahal he decided to reach the Carnatic. But Tipu 


was keen on diverting the attentions of Lord Cornwallis from his plans. 
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Anyhow after proper estimation, the English army halted at Hosur on 
March 4, 1791. Tipu due to the barren theory of balance of power, was 
tied down by Sir John Macolum.** The intention of the British to reduce 
the native powers was executed with the support of the Marathas and 
the Nizam of Hyderabad. Tipu Sultan attempted to gain support from 
the foreign powers such as France, Turkey, Iran and Afghanistan. He 
failed in his attempts as the elimination of the British from India single 
handedly was a strenuous task. The superior diplomacy as well as the 
political and military designs of the British and the failure of Tipu to 
obtain the French help due to the political changes in France such as 
the French Revolution of 1789, were favourable for the British to carry 


out their strategies effectively in India.*° 


When Tipu Sultan was a terror to the British in India and as he 
was a barrier against the establishment of the East India Company's 
rule in India, the British could not tolerate it. The immediate 
provocation for the Third Anglo - Mysore War 1790-92, was due to the 
encouragement given to the ruler of Travancore by the British against 
Tipu. To support the ally of Tranvancore, Lord Cornwallis, with the 
assistance of the Nizam of Hyderabad, the Marathas, the palayagars of 
Tamilnadu, the Nawab of Arcot and Tondaiman, stood against Tipu. 


The betrayal of Purnaiah and Mir Sadiq made the work of the British 
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easier and Tipu, the impediment of the British colonialism was 
avoided. During his 18 years of rule, Tipu had to spend most of his 
time in opposing the British who were specific in preventing Tipu from 
keeping alliance with other native powers, in order to establish their 


rule in India. 


From 1763 to1799 the history of Mysore was centering on Hyder 
Ali and his son Tipu Sultan, while the Marathas, the Nizam of 
Hyderabad and the Arcot Nawab who were running the powers in the 
south Mysore, emerged as a separate power. The Nawab of Arcot and 
the Nizam of Hyderabad were independent in nature but they were 
depending upon other for maintaining their autonomy. The Marathas 
had no unity among themselves. The European powers such as the 
British and the French were endeavouring to fish out of the troubled 
waters in India. Mysore alone was coming out as a power with national 
sentiments and nationalistic approaches. Tipu alone was more 
interested in preserving his national identities by opposing the 
installation of British power in India. But he was not a match to his 
father in estimating others. Hence he had fallen prey to the British, who 
dealt with him in a distinct way when compared with the other powers 


of this sub-continent. Tipu was the last pillar fell in the south and that 
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paved the way for the establishment of the Madras Presidency in 1801 


by the British. 


The British, by the superiority of their naval forces, were able to 
suppress Tipu Sultan who did not have such a power of Navy. The 
creation of the faction between Hindus and Muslims was another 
strategy employed by the British. They kept the Southerners, the 
Marathas and the Bangalis mostly away from appointments in the 
armed forces. The Maravas and the low level Tamil tribes were 
branded as criminal tribes. The British neglected the southern 
traditions and customs which were treated as ways for the spread of 
unity among people. Hence they attached veneration to the northern 
culture and languages. These things encouraged Tipu to oppose the 


British. 


Tipu Sultan who had military training by the efforts of his father 
was well aware of the strategies of the British. After the death of Hyder 
Ali, Tipu individually fought and captured Bednur. But Tipu could not 
prevent the capture of Karur, Aravakkurichi and Dindigul by Col. 
Lang. Col. Mathews subdued Malabar. Col. Bullerton captured Palghat 
and Coimbatore.* Bednur was also given up. By diverting the attention 


of Tipu in different ways, the British succeeded in isolating Tipu from 
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receiving supports from other native powers.* Tipu, after the Treaty of 
Mangalore in 1784, was able to defeat the Marathas and to captured 
coorg. Northern Chittoor, Dharwar, Adhoni and Badami. But in 
1790,Gerenal Medows brought Karur, Dharapuram, Aravakkurichi, 
Dindigul and Coimbatore under his control. During September 1790, 
Tipu defeated Col.Floyd. The battle of Arihera held on May 15, 1791, 
was favourable to the British. The battle of Malavalli turned out against 
Tipu. Finally on May 4, 1799, Tipu fell. So the British due to their 
military powers, political diplomacy and Native support, were capable 


of avoiding Tipu in getting success. 


Since the period of Tipu Sultan coincided with the palayagars 
like Kattabomman and Dindigul League, Tipu, through Khan-i-Jahan, 
hatched plans to destroy the opposition of the British°”. Almost all the 
Muslims of Mysore associated with the rebels against the British who 
were deadly against Mysore.*® As the British were making constant and 
uninterrupted attacks, Khan-i-Jahan, with a large band of rebel army, 
established himself in the hills of Virupakshi in Dindigul for launching 
offensive wars against the foriegners.°? To repulse the attack of the 
British, Khan -i- Jahan agreed to reach Dindigul through the pass of 
Gajjalhatti. Thus the British strategies were, retarded even after the 


death of Tipu in 1799.40 While the Marudu brothers were against the 
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British, Velunachiyar decided to oppose the British by getting 
assistance from Hyder Ali and Tipu.*! It is worth to note that Tipu 
rendered military training to Velunachiyar. So the aversion against the 
British encouraged the native rulers of the south to join together to 


oppose the enemy. 4? 


After the death of his father Hyder Ali in 1782, Tipu Sultan was 
capable of estimating the designs of the British East India Company in 
capturing the Indian soil and he was specific in foiling their aims. After 
his victory over the British at the battle of Wandiwash, Tipu added up 
his strength. Anyhow he was no match for their diplomacy, conspiracy 
and intrigues, because he, without any assistance, had to think and act 
alone without any extraneous support. The natives like the Nizam of 
Hyderabad and the Marathas were showing allegiance only to the 
British by deserting Tipu. As he fought alone, Tipu terrorised them in 
all possible ways. They achieved to gain the assistance of the native 
rulers and as such. Tipu was isolated only to meet defeats. The defeat 
of Tipu in the Mysore wars will attest this. Anyhow from 1783 - 1799, 
the aims and ambitions of subduing and killing Tipu did not 
materialise. So the struggle between the British and Tipu continued 


uninterruptedly in a ferocious way. 
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The British, especially Lord Cornwallis, were not willing to 
acknowledge the Treaty of Mangalore signed after the Second Anglo - 
Mysore War. In a cunning way by informing the distribution of 
conquered territories of Tipu Sultan, the triple alliance was made 
between the British, the Marathas and the Nizam of Hyderabad. After 
isolating Tipu from the natives, the British endeavoured to gain the 
support of the tributary and refractory powers of Tipu Sultan.® Col. 
William Meadows, appointed by Lord Cornwallis, was awaiting an 
opportunity for a revenge against his defeat by Hyder Ali in 1780. In 
1790, Col. Meadow's attack of Mangalore was repulsed and he was 
forced to withdraw to Madras. So Lord Cornwallis himself took up the 
command in January 1791. On March 21, 1791, Lord Cornwallis 
emerged victorious and occupied Bangalore. Thus by turning allies 
against Tipu, by using diplomacy Lord Cornwallis was able to succeed 


in making the British as a landed power in India.“ 


Due to the diplomatic policies of the British, Tipu Sultan met 
with a failure and for that his own personal traits were also 
responsible. Because of the lack of statesmanship, instead of gaining 
the support of the natives against the alien rule, he sought the support 
of the rulers of foreign countries such as Afghanistan, Persia and 


France. Further Tipu, as a commander, was a failure because instead of 
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strengthening his cavalry he devoted to the improvement of the 
infantry and concentrated on the fortification of his forts as defensive 


Measures.* This was advantageous for the British only. 


The Third Anglo - Mysore War 1790-1792, was actually a war 
against the colonial policy of the British. But in 1798, fortune was 
favourable to the British. After acquiring the support of the native 
rulers by bribery, the British gained the support of the Ministers, officials 
and servants of Tipu. Because of that during the Fourth Anglo - Mysore 
War of 1799, Purnaiah and Mir Sadaq,*° the ministers of Tipu kept the 
gates of Srirangam Fort open to the British. Tipu, through-out his 
reigning period of 17 years, was particular in chasing the British from 
the Indian soil. But unfortunately circumstances favoured only the 
British.” Tipu fought single handedly and fell victim to the superior 
diplomacy of the British which prevented Tipu of his efforts to have 


international contacts effectively.*8 


Tipu Sultan, the first Indian prince, considered India as the 
motherland of Indians. Hence he felt that the British had no right to 
rule India. So he fought the British in the First Anglo - Mysore War 1767 
-1769, along with his father. After his success over Col. Braithwaite at 


Tanjore on February 18, 1782, immediately he was dispatched to 
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Malabar by circumstance to deal with the British menance. Due to his 
military prowess, Tipu achieved victory.*? This caused bitter enemity 
between Tipu and the British. He realised that this country could be a 
powerful one due to its developed commercial pursuits, the agrarian 
activities and the industrial development. Gopichettypalayam, 
Satyamangalam and Coimbatore were significant cotton cloth 
manufacturing centres. Satyamangalam, Srirangapatnam, Karur, 
Aravakkurichi were main market places. This commercial prosperity 
added up the enemity between the commercial minded East India 


Company and Tipu. 


Strategies of Lord Cornwallis 

The role of Lord Cornwallis in subduing Tipu Sultan was a great 
one. As the British had witnessed a number of retreats and insults from 
Tipu, Lord Cornwallis devoted much attention on Tipu with the 
assistance of the Marathas and the Nizam of Hyderabad. Lord 
Cornwallis was also stimulated and incited by Mir Alam, the 
Ambassadar of the Nizam against Tipu. By following his cautious 
policies, Lord Cornwallis was able to plan things in an apt and 
appropriate manner against Tipu. His views were confined only to 
curtail the powers of Tipu Sultan by war. He determined to launch a 


simultaneous attack on Tipu on all sides.>! The Nizam of Hyderabad 


209 


was also encouraged to make all attempts on his part to distract and to 
distress Tipu, the common enemy.®? Thus the British adopted all 
diplomacies of war with the support of other formidable native powers 
against Tipu. General Aber Cromby too endorsed the above views. Col. 
Kelly was directed to support General Meadows’ idea of penetrating to 
Palghat from Coimbatore Thus a multi - dimensional attack was 
launched against Tipu with the sole aim of wiping out Tipu from the 


politics of Mysore. 


By using his war strategies, Lord Cornwallis believed that the 
English attack on Tipu Sultan would not allow him to resist the 
Maratha Chief, Nana Futnavis to promote his own interests as well as 
that of his country to reduce the power of Tipu.54 Such diversified 
attacking activities of the British compelled Tipu to retreat and that 
offered an opportunity for the British to widen their efforts of 
suppression of Tipu. The British policy of diversion worked out 
effectively.5> When the British could not achieve immediate success, 
Lord Cornwallis himself reached Madras and took charge of the 
command of the English army on January 29, 1791. Further by making 
operations at Hosur and Bangalore simultaneously, Lord Cornwallis 


felt that Tipu would concentrate on other measures.°¢ Thus the British, 
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by keeping Tipu in a chaotic condition, executed their plans effectively 


and succeeded finally. 


Fullerton Advances Towards Palghat 

After having succeeded in reducing the palayagars to obey the 
British East India Company, the Madras Government directed the 
British army under Col. Fullarton to stay in the frontiers to take 
offensive measures if Tipu Sultan violated the terms of armistice.>” But 
due to the large number of members in the army, shortage of supplies 
and pay arrears for a period of one year, Col. Fullerton was in great 
distress. So he was unable to get any required support from the 
southern forces.®® At this critical juncture, Tipu started his strategies at 


Mangalore.*? 


Col. Fullarton left that area with the objective of having an 
offensive attack and reached Palghat. He believed that the control of 
Palghat would stress Tipu Sultan to agree for negotiations. It is 
evident that the British, though had an upperhand, were dealing with 
things with inferences. Anyhow Fullarton was advancing and on July 
16, 1783 stormed Palghat.® Col.Fullarton, without obeying the orders of 
the Madras council, adhered to the commands of Col. Macartney, his 
superior officer. The capture of Palghat by him was approved by the 


higher authorities. The British were always keen on bargaining more. 
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So the resumption of fighting tendencies were prevalent between Tipu 
and the East India Company. But the in security of the garrisons of the 
English afforded an opportunity for Tipu to retaliate the act of treachery 


and violence. 


The services and activities of the government of Madras in 
relation to Tipu Sultan was not liked by the higher authorities. But the 
position changed after the assumption of General Meadows as the 
Governor of Madras. While he was taking steps against Tipu, General 
Aber Cromby arrested the activities of Tipu at Malabar. General Kelley 
was to attack Baramahal for the defence of Carnatic against the 
invasion of Tipu. On July 3, 1790, the weak Fort of Aravakkurichi fell 
into the hands of the British. So due to the military diplomacy, the 
British were able to reach Coimbatore without any opposition. Tipu 
ordered Sayyid Sahib to reach Danayakkankottai, situated 64 Kms 
away from Coimbatore, to hang upon the British army and to match 
over its communications. The British too excelled Tipu's strategies. Col. 
Floyd, sent by General Meadows, was able to drive away Sayyid 
Sahib's army to cross Bhavani river. This was an opportune movement 
for the British, because the injudicious act of Sayyid Sahib left the 
country open to the English troops which indented their scope to 


approach Dindigul and other areas.® Col. Stuart captured Erode on 
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September 21, 1790, and Satyamangalam had already fell into the 
hands of Col. Floyd. Tipu withdrew from Travancore and reached 
Coimbatore on May 24, 1790, and stayed there for watching the 
movement of the English forces. As their movement was very slow, 
done intentionally to confuse Tipu, who left the place under the control 
of Sayyid Sahib and proceeded to Karur. Notwithstanding the 
vigilance of the British, Tipu reached there quickly even by cheating 
the alien intelligence. His quick sudden and skillful move even 
surprised Munro and Mackenzie. So both Tipu and the British were 
equal in War strategies. Anyhow Tipu was superior because he had to 
handle all the situations individually. But it should be lesser with 
regard to the British because the British had numerous Generals to 
execute the plans and strategies who worked out in group. It was their 
custom of convening a council of war during nights. On the basis of the 
decisions taken the troops were commanded in the next morning. But 
Tipu without knowing such things failed to prevent either the 
movements or capture of territories easily without much suffering. The 
British also were careful in reinforcing the armed forces every time 


with all quickness. 
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Traders Became Rulers 

The British, who came to India as humble traders, because of the 
decline of the Mughal power, the lack of unity among the native 
powers, the withdrawal of support from those who opposed the 
common enemies, enabled them to fortify their settlements and raised 
the military forces to defend them.® These were true with regard to the 
treatment of Tipu Sultan also. In 1790, when the Nizam of Hyderabad 
and the Marathas supported the British due to the policy of divide and 


rule adopted by them, Tipu was stranded.© 


The British were against Tipu Sultan because he was not only 
their enemy but also was an ally of the French, their enemy in Europe. 
Lord Wellesley, the Pro Consul was alarmed about Tipu due to his 
incorrigible intrigues with the French. The military training offered to 
Tipu's army by the French was not liked by the British.°’ In addition to 
that both Hyder Ali and Tipu were restless and brilliant in their tactics. 
They kept the south in continuous alarm with their power but allowed 
the British to suppress them. Tipu's speedy movements and the 
rapidity of changes in his front along with his skillful administration 
compelled the East India Company to acknowledge him as a 
formidable power. Wars with him caused mounting expenses and 


criticism to the British. The initial defeat of the British, during the 
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period of Lord Wellesley, stressed the English to be stern and stubborn 
against him. The same trend continued even during the days of Lord 
Cornwallis who was much infuriated and felt that he would be a great 
menace to the Company's political achievements and progress. When 
Tipu was isolated from the Marathas, the Nizam of Hyderabad and the 
ruler of Travancore who was an ally of British, Lord Cornwallis desired 


to hasten an unavoidable war with Tipu.® 


By bringing the surrounding areas of the Mysore Kingdom in 
their possession, the British made Tipu Sultan as an inactive power. 
The taking of Malabar and Coorg from Tipu kept him away from the 
western sea. In the north west and north east the British had made the 
Marathas and the Nizam of Hyderabad respectively as their allies and 
that was congenial to the British. The retention of Baramahal by the 
East India Company deprived of Tipu from using the passes which 
were helpful for the Mysorean to have access to the Tamil regions such 
as Dindigul, Karur, Dharapuram and Coimbatore during his earlier 


days.® Thus Tipu was perturbed at all levels. 


Humiliating Articles of the Treaty of 1792 
After the signing of the Treaty of Srirangapatnam on February 
23, 1792, Tipu Sultan was made to suffer a lot. Eventhough Tipu 


showed the annual revenue accounts the British compelled him to 
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show the records for the previous seven years Tipu offered to the 
company a sum of Rs. 1,09,50,000/- and sent two of his sons as 
hostages. For fixing the apt monetary yield, they obtained half of his 
ruling domains. Though Tipu informed that the previous years’ land 
revenue records were all destroyed in the wars, the British utilised it 
as an opportunity to get half of his territories. They even demanded 
Coorg, Tenkanikkottai, Bellary, Ooty and Salem as compensation. Tipu 
informed them that these territories were the passages for his capital.” 
But the British indirectly harmed and crippled Tipu. Anyhow Lord 
Cornwallis informed him that if the negotiations were broken, the 
hostages would not be returned. But it must be remembered that the 
detention of the princes and their guards was a distinct breach of trust 
on the part of Lord Cornwallis. They all stand testimony to the fact that 


the British were very vindictive with the Mysore power.”! 


On April 22, 1799, the British reiterated and insisted on specific 
conditions. Accordingly Tipu Sultan was required to give one half of 
his Kingdom and pay two crores of rupees as war indemnity. One 
crore was to be given immediately and the other within six months. He 
had to surrender four of his sons and four of his Generals as claimed by 
General Harris.”2 This was mainly responsible for the final war between 


the British and Tipu. The alliance made between the British, the 
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Marathas and the Nizam of Hyderabad in 1790, was based on the 
system of authority founded on the basis of balance of power and 
needs for satisfying their respective interests. The British, due to their 
alliances with the Marathas and the Nizam of Hyderabad, felt that they 
were the sovereign authority of India. The territorial possessions in 
India was based on treaties which protected them. The British being 
opportunists could not cement the union. The alliance was beneficial 
only to the British because the other two native powers the Marathas 
and the Nizam of Hyderabad were having their own opposite views 
among themselves. The English were keen on maintaining their own 
statusquo.” The British were also specific in expanding their commerce 
and avoided their allies by keeping their allies engaging in political 
activities. The allies never thought about their military expenditure. 
The East India Company, by shifting all their financial and military 
powers, were capable of maintaining their own individual benefits. In 
India during the last quarter of the 18 century, the British were less 
powerful. The progress of Napoleon Bonaparte of France was also a 
problem for the British. At the same time Tipu's approaches towards 
the French also irritated the British in India.“ The Madras Council of 
the British too highlighted the deficiencies of the British military forces 


of Madras. Lord Wellesley was particular in maintaining the 
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equilibrium in India. Anyhow neither the Marathas nor the Nizam of 


Hyderabad were leaning towards Tipu. 


Beginning of Final Conflict 

The English, after stabilising their military strength, started to 
march towards Mysore as per the orders received on February 3, 1799. 
General Harris, the chief of the General command was accustomed to 
all the conditions in India. The artillery and the cavalry were also well 
equipped. Having estimated the power of the British army, Tipu 
decided to negotiate with the ambassadars who came to meet him. But 
by delaying tactics he was postponing the meet. He was reluctant for 


any conciliatory measures.” 


On April 5, 1799 General Harris encamped in a place two miles 
to the south west of Srirangapatnam. General Stuart had already 
approached the capital of Mysore. Frightened at this, Tipu Sultan 
attempted to renew the negotiations. General Harris, who was vested 
with all powers, demanded Tipu to handover one half of his dominions 
to the company and the allies. He also insisted that Tipu should pay the 
cost of the war. He was to give two of his sons as hostages. He was also 
directed to give to the English army the Fort of Srirangapatnam till the 
conclusion of the negotiations. General Harris allowed only 24 hours to 


Tipu to fulfill these conditions. Thus by exploiting the critical and 
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difficult situations of Tipu, the British stood for fight. Tipu delayed 
time without offering any reply to General Harris. Having waited till 
May 4, 1799 the British made the final assault on Tipu who fell before 
the British war diplomacy after fighting. The English, in the eighties of 
the 18 century, were particular in having negotiations with Tipu.”° He 
was also for peaceful settlement of the issue and his envoys met 
Alexender Dyce and Robert Andrews, the English representatives.” 
But the British put forth humiliating terms and conditions which 


wounded Tipu. 


Role of Mohammad Ali 

While the British were keen on subduing Tipu Sultan, 
Mohammad Ali, the enemy of Tipu, for the sake of early destruction of 
Tipu, hinted the British that the reduction of Tipu's power would yield 
an opportunity to maintain a balance of power in the peninsular 
India.”2 He also encouraged the British to have an alliance with 
Mahdava Rao II, the Maratha ruler for having an allied attack on 
Tipu”. As Tipu was fighting with the Marathas, the British considered 
it as an opportune moment to tamper with the powers of Tipu. At that 
time to justify the principle of rule of law, the British informed that 
they would never interfere in the affairs of Mysore unless Tipu had 


confrontations either with the Nawab of Arcot or with the ruler of 
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Travancore,®° the allies of the British. Thus the British, without 
disclosing their real bent of mind, pretended as if they were not 
inclined to meddle with the native powers. At the same time they were 
aware that the alliance between the Marathas and the Nawab of Arcot 
would place them in a hard situation.§! Anyhow the triple alliance was 
made to widen the scope of the English for attacking Tipu instead of 
the attack on Tipu by native powers.®? Thus the enemity among the 
native powers was utilised by the British as another golden 


opportunity to pounce on Tipu. 


As the income from the revenue was insufficient to wage wars 
against Mysore, the British, particularly Morgan Williams, the 
Governor of Madras, asked Mohammad Ali to leave his revenue 
administration to the hands of the British.88 When it was denied by the 
native ruler, by the proclamation of August 7, 1790, the above said 
revenue administration was taken up by the British. In addition to that 
the English encouraged the people of Mysore to migrate to Carnatic 
and the taxes for the cattle and goods carried by the emigrants were 
also cancelled. All those who migrated were given lands and were 
encouraged by giving loans to carry out their own occupations. To 
solve such problems Tipu Sultan sought military help against the 


British but in vain. Tipu requested Mohammed Ali to avoid his 
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hostilities towards Mysore. He also requested him to keep away from 


the British. 


On February 24, 1787, Archibald Campell, the Governor of 
Madras by an alliance with Mohammed Ali informed that the latter 
should take up the major share of war expenditure in the war with 
Mysore because the war was only for his own safety and protection. 
Similar treaties also were made with the vessels of Mohammed Ali for 
getting financial assistance for the war against Mysore. Thus Tipu 
Sultan was made as a victim to the British as well as the native allied 
powers. Anyhow the British were also awaiting an apt reason for 
interfering with the affairs of Mysore. By their cautious policies the 
English were also maintaining the enemity between the native powers 
and Tipu. The native powers also were keeping the rebellious vassels 
of Tipu due to the instigation of the British. So the political trend was 
not at all congenial and favourable to Tipu. It was rather detrimental to 
him. During his later years he had to face many political oppositions 
that ruined him. The policy of non-intervention adopted by the British 
against Tipu and their indirect support to other native powers was a 
booster for Tipu to add up his military strength. The English were also 
waiting for Tipu's open attack on allied powers for their involvement 


against Tipu. But they did not forget that Tipu's growth would be 
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dangerous to the peace and protection of Carnatic and the South. By 
adopting a dual policy, the British were keen on adding up of their 


landed and territorial possessions in South India. 


Even after making Raja Vijaya Ragunatha Tondaiman of 
Pudukkottai as the ally, the British planned their activities for the 
attack of Mysore. They were scrupulous in planning before plunging 
into the war. This was adopted with regard to Mysore also. Prior to 
that the English General William Meadows captured Karur in June 13, 
1790, Aravakkurichi, Dharapuram and Coimbatore in July 1790. Later 
Erode, Dindigul, Satyamangalam and Palghat also fell in the same 
year.*4 Tipu Sultan, due to his valiant nature, was able to recapture 
those lost areas. By that Tipu was able to obstruct the further 
advancements of General, William Meadows. Thus Tipu due to his 
alertness about the British movements was always a match to the 
British. But he had the difficulties of arresting the multifaceted attacks 
of the British due to their military strength and availability of sufficient 
number of Generals. The British, who had alliance with the Marathas 
and the Nizam of Hyderabad, promised them that they would make no 
efforts to have a treaty with Tipu. This uncompromising attitude of the 
British with Tipu certainly weakened Tipu. Further the British were 


clear that the Marathas and the Nizam of Hyderabad had favoured 
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their expansion towards Mysore and no other native power should 
oppose it. This stubborn attitude caused the simultaneous attack of 
Bangalore and Srirangapatnam by Col. Kelley and General William 
Meadows. Even then Tipu was careful in preventing the attack on 
Mysore and the Palghat territory by the British.° Thus as both were 
cautious, the British were clever in diverting the attention of Tipu to 


the otherside before attacking his capital. 


Hamilton Maxwell, after capturing Vaniyambadi on October 25, 
1790 moved towards Mysore and Tipu Sultan defeated him at 
Krishnagiri. But when he diverted his attention towards Carnatic, 
General William Meadows joined with Hamilton Maxwell near 
Kaveripattinam on November 17, 1790. But Tipu was fortunate because 
of the change of monsoon and stressed the British to postpone their 
attack. The British devoted to the strengthening of their armed forces 
and were more cunning. While Tipu was increasing his strength in the 
eastern part of Mysore, the British with the support of the Cannanore 
ruler Ali Raja and Coorg ruler, Alice Vira executed their plans through 
the west. The British, by promising a position to the allies in the 
Mysore territories which could be made available after the victory, 
gained their support. This act also hurdled and deteriorated Tipu's 


powers. It should be noted that the British planned their military 
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activities with redoubled vigour and that put Tipu to take hasty 
decisions to solve the issue at the critical juncture. For instance though 
Tipu checked the alliance between the British and the ruler of 
Cannanore, without noticing the consequences, he left for Carnatic. 
Thus his absence assisted the British to bring Cannanore under their 
control on December 17, 1790, and that also helped the British to enter 
into an alliance with Raja Veliya Rama Varma of Cochin on January 2, 
1791.8 Such things were beneficial for the British to have their hold 
over in the west coast of peninsular India which was dangerous to the 


proceedings of Tipu. 


The British particularly Lord Cornwallis was specific in 
subduing Tipu Sultan in War and captured his territories. Kolar and 
Hosakkote came under him during March 1791.By overpowering Tipu, 
Lord Cornwallis captured Bangalore on March 21, 1791. Then he lost, 
Hosur, Rayakkottai, and Sendamangalam. But Tipu recaptured 
Coimbatore on November 3, 1791. After meeting many ups and downs, 
Tipu was defeated at the battle of Srirangapatnam on February 6, 1792. 
The British did not stop with it. Their sole intention was to annihilate 
Tipu completely. Tipu was aware that he could not prevent the military 
operations of Lord Cornwallis. So he demanded the British to take 


necessary steps for a compromise. At that time to avoid the payment of 
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equal share of war booty to the Marathas, the Nizam of Hyderabad and 
the British, Lord Cornwallis decided to reduce the power of Tipu. 
As it was achieved, the English attempted to arrange for peace with 
Tipu. On February 23, 1792, a preliminary settlement was arrived 
between the British and Tipu and according to that Tipu was asked to 
give three crores and thirty lakhs of Rupees as war indemnity 
to the British along with half of his territories. Abdul Khaliq and 
Muiz-ud-din, the two sons of Tipu were also given as hostages.*” Thus 
Tipu's power was minimised to a large extent by the policies of the 


British. 


On March 18, 1792 a Treaty of perpetual friendship was also 
signed. In that it was specified that Tipu Sultan had to concede 
Kaveripattinam, Salem, Namakkal, Krishnagiri, Tiruppattur, 
Vaniyambadi, Dindigul district, Coorg and Malabar regions to the 
Britsh. The economic sources of Tipu were collapsed largely due to the 
policies adopted by the British. War alone was their major trait. Owing 
to their efforts, the Mysore ruler had to face political instability. But 
Tipu was desirous of making alliance with the Marathas and the 


Nizam of Hyderabad and it did not succeed. 
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Final Assault 

Finally in 1799 the British undertook their final expedition which 
ended in their favour and Tipu Sultan met with his end in the battle 
field at Srirangapatnam. The preliminary planning with elaborate 
preparations for the wars gained success to the British against Tipu. 
Even on February 13, 1799, Tipu requested the British to send one 
envoy to settle the differences. But the British, by estimating the 
conditions of Tipu, neglected the requests of Tipu and prepared for the 
war. The English achieved success due to the struggle for supremacy 
among the natives of the peninsular India. The lack of unity among the 
native powers not only left Tipu in the lurch but also permitted the 
British to exploit the situations in their favour. While the British had 
their own coordinated efforts, the absence of co-operative endeavours 
among the native rulers and the public, had their own echo over Tipu, 
who was a valiant fighter against the aliens who were making hectic 
efforts to add up their own territorial possessions and_ political 


supremacy in India. 
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Chapter VIII 


THE LAST DAYS OF TIPU SULTAN 


Humiliating Treaty of Srirangapatnam 

Tipu Sultan was born at Devanahalli of Kolar District of 
Karnataka State on November 10, 1750. In 1782 he succeeded as the 
ruler of Mysore after the demise of his father, Hyder Ali. The next 
period of 17 years of his life was one of storm and stress. As he was an 
efficient administrator, the country was prosperous and the people led 
a peaceful life. Like his father he was a great warrior and followed the 
policy of expansion and consolidation. His personal qualities 
encouraged him to oppose the British, who were taking measures to 
establish their rule here. He had to face the enemity of the Marathas, 
the Nizam of Hyderabad and the rulers of Malabar and Coorg.! After 
his assumption to power, he single handedly fought in many wars 
constantly and that formed the cause for his own end at the battle of 
Srirangapatnam on May 4, 1799. His self confidence and inability to 
make correct assessment of the British were his weaknesses which 
prevented him to have peaceful and successful life at the end. Even 
when he was 17 years old, he proved himself as a warrior during 


the First Anglo-Mysore War 1767-1769, along with his father. The 


233 


same trend continued in the Second Anglo-Mysore war fought in 
1780-1781.2 On December 29, Tipu Sultan, became the virtual ruler of 


Mysore. 


During the tenure of office of Lord Cornwallis 1786-1793, the 
Third Anglo - Mysore war was fought, and Tipu Sultan faced the alien 
enemy single handedly. He, known for his hostilities towards the 
British, was seeking the support of the French against them. The 
infuriated Lord Cornwallis was ready for a war with Tipu. But he was 
not willing to initiate of an offensive war. So, when Tipu attacked 
Travancore, an ally of the British, Lord Cornwallis, without missing 
that opportunity commenced the war.? The Nizam of Hyderabad 
opposed the capture of Guntur by Tipu. Lord Cornwallis signed a 
Treaty with the Nizam of Hyderabad and the Marathas against Tipu4 


and the war started. 


In the war while General Kelley, who was able to capture Karur, 
Coimbatore and Dharapuram, marched towards Gajjalhatti pass to 
reach Mysore. Tipu Sultan, due to a sudden attack of the British army 
at Satyamangalam, made it to retreat to Coimbatore. After this failure, 
Lord Cornwallis planned to reach Bangalore through Vellore. Tipu's 


interruption in the middle did not affect Lord Cornwallis much. After 
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crossing Ambur he reached the Mugli pass and from there he decided 
to reach Bangalore after crossing Kolar and Hosakkote. On March 20, 
1791, Bangalore fell and Tipu lost nearly one thousand soldiers.> But 
the valorous efforts of Tipu prevented Lord Cornwallis from seizing 
Srirangapatnam, the capital of the Mysore kingdom. The fortification 
and the military arrangements of Tipu compelled Lord Cornwallis to 
return back to Bangalore on March 26, 1791. The capture of Koppal by 
the Nizam of Hyderabad in April 1791, and the support rendered by 
the Nizam of Hyderabad to Lord Cornwallis also did not help him.°® 
Tipu's attempts to negotiate for peace met with failure. Subsequently 
Lord Cornwallis brought the Baramahal region under his control. 
Nandhidurg also fell on October 19, 1791. But Tipu repulsed the attack 
of Col. Maxwell in Krishnagiri. On February 5, 1792, when the armed 
forces of the British, the Marathas and the Nizam of Hyderabad 
encamped at a place nearly 8 Kms away from Srirangpatnam, Tipu 
sued for peace and as a result the Treaty of Srirangpatnam, was signed 
on February 23, 1792. This was the Treaty which compelled Tipu to 
give up the Malabar and the Coorg region, Dindigul and _ its 
neighbouring Palayams. The Baramahal as well as the passes in the 
Western Ghats, were taken away from Tipu who surrendered two of 


his sons as hostages along with a huge sum of rupees more than Rs.30 
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Lakhs.” Though Tipu lost a major portion of his ruling areas and huge 
sum, he was not totally devastated by Lord Cornwallis.5 Due to the 
spread of contagious disease among the military forces, the lack of 
enthusiasm of the Marathas and the Nizam of Hyderabad against Tipu, 
the compulsion of the Directors of East India Company to sue for peace 
and Lord Cornwallis unwilling nature to take up the Mysore 
administration, Tipu was saved from the total loss of his kingdom.® 
Tipu by virtue of his attitude of enlightened despotism, acknowledged 
the insults imposed on him. He had unshakable faith over his subjects 
who were the real believers of God, the real masters. As he felt that it is 
his primary duty to defened his people, he was prepared even to give 
Abdul khaliq and Maiz - ud - din, his two sons as hostages to the 


British.? 


The Mysore Relations with the French 

On May 15, 1797, in the presence of the citizens, Tipu Sultan, 
after hoisting the French National flag at Srirangpatnam, Ripaud 
assumed charges as the representative of the French Nation where at 
the court of Tipu. "A Tree of Liberty" was also planted there. Ripaud 
hailed Tipu as a victorious Sultan, the ally of France and the one to 
make a war with the tyrants who loved his mother land as well as the 


citizens of his lands. Tipu requested the executive Director of the 
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Republic of France to help him against the English. He also informed 
them that he would join with them to exterminate the English from 
India. When his envoys Hussain Ali and Shaik Ibrahim reached France 
on January 19, 1798, they were given a warm welcome which became 
fatal to the sovereignty of Tipu in the succeeding months as the 
Fourth Anglo-Mysore War began in 1799.10 When France offered 
Commanders, Sergents, Interpreters, 36 European soldiers, they served 
as a pretext to the English for attacking Tipu. The French assistants 
could not protect Tipu who was in utterdistress.!! Though Tipu gained 
the confidence of the French, it was a menace to him in the Indian set 
up where the British were having an upper hand. This peril formed the 


cause for Tipu's sufferings during his last days. 


While the British and their allies were able to establish their 
sovereign authority in their areas by adopting the policy of 
reconciliation, they were maintaining the power of balance intact. But 
the powers of Tipu Sultan were deteriorated and diminished and he 
could not maintain peace and harmony effectively. The English served 
as the supreme arbitratory power among their allies and maintained 
the inter-relations without any defection and deviation. At that time 
even though the Marathas - the Nizam of Hyderabad relationship 


became a strained one, the consequences had no adverse effects over 
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the British.!2 As the rise of Napoleon Bonaparte captivated the attention 
of all nations of Europe, in India, Tipu's position became enhanced 
only in name. Actually it widened the breach between Tipu and the 
British. At the same time Tipu did not want to break with the English 
at once. But Marquis Wellesley was of the opinion that the British had 
done flaws during their earlier treatments of Tipu. They also wanted to 
maintain peace at the point of gun due to the unwise policy of Tipu. 
Anyhow by adopting his delaying tactics, Tipu was evading even the 
arrival of British ambassadors and in a calculative manner he avoided 
the demands of the British. Above all Tipu openly expressed his hatred 
against England and that in turn compelled the British to move 


towards war. 


Tipu Sultan was well aware of the situations and conditions 
prevailed then. The British planned to unite the British army with that 
of the Nizam of Hyderabad at Vellore. The Bombay army and the army 
at Malabar should be united at Cannanore.'4 It was decided that both 
the armies should be prepared to commence their operations in 
February 1799. But when both the forces started to move, Tipu realised 
the effects of his imprudent policy. He understood the menance which 
his kingdom was awaiting. Tipu also was clear that his insufficient 


army should be strengthened even amidst the non availability of 
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French help. He was also certain that the means and resources for even 
a defensive measure was wanting. Tipu established two boundaries for 
cannon at Srirangpatnam. But the product could not be employed by 
untrained men because they would affect the hands. Tipu had lost his 
hope also. He knew that there would be no scope for any negotiation. 
He had to depend upon his personal courage. He made arrangements 
for mobilising his garrisons all over his territories.1° He, with a huge 
army, camped at Periapatnam mainly to watch the movement of the 


British army. 


Then, while the relationship between the French and the English 
met with a breach, Tipu Sultan did not lie behind to miss this 
opportunity. He even requested the French authorities of Isle Mauritius 
to assist him against the English. He became a member of the Jacobean 
Club of France. The Club was constituted at Mysore too and it had its 
first meeting on May 5, 1797. He planted the Tree of Liberty at 
Srirangapatnam. On May 14, 1797, he gave a warm welcome to Ripaud, 
the President of the Jacobean Club who hoisted the French national 
flag. In addition to that the French officers brought discipline in the 
army of Tipu by imparting proper training.’” Further 1,79,899 French 
soldiers from Mauritius were expected to come to Mangalore. But due 


to his ill luck he himself could not keep up his earlier promises and 
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instead of receiving them he curtailed their movements into his 
territories. He even directed them to confront with the British with 
their own possessions. But their success over the British compelled 
Tipu to change his attitude with them. He agreed to enlist them in his 
army.'§ In addition to that he approached Zaman Shah, the Afghan 
ruler of Arabia and Constantinople through emissaries for getting their 


support against his English enemy in India.1 


Lord Wellesley, the Champion of Subsidiary Alliance 

Tipu was perturbed much when Lord Wellesley became the 
Governor General of Bengal in 1797, after Sir John Shore, who followed 
the policy of neutrality. Lord Wellesley followed a policy of aggression, 
annexation and aggrandisement. He never acknowledged or approved 
the Jacobians. Since Tipu Sultan was a quite, powerful and formidable 
individual, Lord Wellesley was forced to reduce him to a powerless 
ruler. On January 30, 1798, when General Malartic, the French 
Governor General and Bourbon announced a proclamation about their 
alliance with Tipu,”° Lord Wellesley was made more angry. When Lord 
Wellesley confirmed that the proclamation was a true one, he decided 
to put an end to the power of Tipu in the Mysore region. He further 


endeavoured to set aside the influences of the French over Tipu.?! So 
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during that period Tipu's position was not at all a stable one. He had to 


act and react according to the circumstances and political situations. 


Lord Wellesley was keen on expanding the British possessions in 
India. He made indefatigable endeavours in subduing Mysore by 
overcoming Tipu Sultan with the assistance of the Marathas as well as 
the Nizam of Hyderabed. This compelled Tipu to face the enemity of 
the native powers also, who might have or else co-operated with Tipu 
in arresting the expansion of the alien rule.?? The intrigues of Tipu with 
the French too encouraged the English to show their aversion towards 
him. Being a patriot, Tipu had to fight with the ever spreading political 
cancer in the form of the British. He had to face his enemies single 


handedly without the French support which he anticipated. 


Tipu Sultan was stern and firm and was unwilling to give up his 
friendly relations with the French eventhough the other native powers 
like the Nizam of Hyderabad thwarted and deserted the French.” Tipu, 
instead of taking sincere and earnest efforts to gain the support of the 
French, was not at all firm. The political situations made him oscillating 
and adopting feeble policies. This was an opportunity for Lord 
Wellesley to take things in his favour and it also favoured him to deal 


with Tipu harshly. Further from June, 1798, onwards Lord Wellesley 
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had been making elaborate arrangements to have a final assault on 
Tipu. He did this even without getting the required timely support 


from the Madras government.” 


Even when Lord Wellesley framed charges against Tipu Sultan 
for his alliances with the French, Tipu simply informed him that among 
the 40 French and African men in his army, 12 were only artificers and 
the rest were the servants in the ships.”° Tipu, thus, was in a position to 
answer the queries raised by the British Lord Wellesley, who was 
ambitious, and was capable of adding up of his strength against Tipu 
even by gaining the support of the natives by threat. Tipu's position 
was precarious because he could not win the support of the native 
rulers against the British.2”7 Anyhow Tipu was magnanimous to 
congratulate the victory of the British at the battle of Nile. He was 
always bold to offer his views in the form of reply. For instance on 8 
November, 1798, when Lord Wellesley accused Tipu that he had 
violated the Treaty of Srirangapatnam and informed that Major 
Doveton would be sent to remove the suspicions among them, Tipu 
informed him that he need not require any envoy because, the treaties 
available then would be sufficient. There after he kept silent without 
offering any reply to Lord Wellesley.” For getting ample time to 


reinforce his forces, Tipu was clever in whiling away the time. Since 
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Tipu was aware of the friendly relations between the British, the Nizam 
of Hyderabad and the Marathas, he never wished to accept the English. 
At the same time he was awaiting an opportunity to strengthen his 
forces.2? But he expressed that he was always willing to maintain 
cordiality with the British, the Marathas and the Nizam of Hyderabad. 


All such exchanges of ideas were executed through correspondences. 


Lord Wellesley's letter dated January 9, 1799, was received by 
Tipu Sultan and he sent a reply by which he informed him that he 
could not comply with the requests of Lord Wellesley to welcome 
Major Doveton. He also informed that it was because of the fact that he 
had arranged for a hunting. While Tipu was delaying to enhance his 
forces in a diplomatic way, Lord Wellesley sent an army under General 
Harris towards Tipu. It was a combined army of the British and the 
Nizam of Hyderabad.*° Only at this juncture Tipu was able to realise 
his fault of leaving the British activities unnoticed. On February 22, 
1799, Lord Wellesley declared war with the acceptance and approval of 


the Court of Directors.*! 


Coming of Arthur Lord Wellesley 
Lord Wellesley was clever in the preparations of War. He 
directed the Madras army to camp near the Mysore frontier. The 


Bombay troops were also kept ready to face untoward occurrences. 
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Captain Maloney was moving through the Coorg to gain its support 
against Tipu Sultan. Such a cornered attack compelled Tipu to face the 
enemies individually and directly with all boldness. He had to depend 
upon his own army.** The war, declared on February 22, 1799, was the 
last war of Tipu and that was the Fourth Anglo - Mysore War. General 
Harris, who moved from Vellore joined there. Col. Arthur Wellesley's 
Army camped near Ambur, General Stuart led the Bombay army and 
reached cannanore Col. Read and Col. Brown, proceeded from 
Trichirapalli, reached there and camped there. General Marquris the 
younger brother of Lord Wellesley reached there. He later won the 
battle of Water Loo against Nepoleon Bonopart. There he was known 
as the Duke of Wellington.** Thus the English made well knitted 
arrangements for the war and Tipu, the talented warrior arranged to 
attack with a hundred canons near Akakery, 16 Kms from 
Srirangapatnam in the east.*4 Tipu made regular arrangements to know 
about the movement of the British army. He posted a messenger in 
every two miles for passing on the news. Tipu being a military genius 
divided his army into three wings. One was under his direct control. 
Prince Fateh Hyder and Syed Sahib managed the second one. The third 


one was controlled by Mir Qumar -ud - din-khan, who was assisted by 
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Mir Sadiq, the Diwan of Mysore.* But such divisions did not yield any 


favourable result to Tipu. 


When the cavalry of the British under Major General Floyd was 
given charge of the passes of Baramahal, General Harris crossed 
through Kariamangalam. So on February 28, 1799, Tipu Sultan 
appointed Puraniah and Mir Miran with a large number of troops. He 
also directed all his Amirs and other officials to be ready with the 
army. During March 1799, General Stuart reached Coorg. On March 1, 
1799, the areas and the hill Forts such as Nildurg, Anchetty, 
Udayadurg and Ratnagiri were brought under the control of the 
British.5° Tipu began to feel the danger from all sides. He was also 
aware of the fact that his army was also insufficient to tackle the British 


attack. Anyhow he prepared himself to face the war bravely. 


He kept all the strategic points of Mysore and Canara on the 
alert. They were all garrisoned. Then he moved towards Coorg to 
counter the attack of the Bombay army. He was able to notice about the 
movement of the British army to Siddeswara from Periyapatnam. On 
March 2, 1799, Col. Mqntresor was at Siddeswara located at 11 Kms 
away from Srirangapatnam. The British army was also stationed at 


Seddapore and Ahmootinar. Under such circumstances Tipu Sultan 
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decided to arrest the movement of Col. Stuart through Kannampadi 
and Periapatnam. On March 5, while Tipu was nearing the English 
camp, General Harris had already crossed the borders of Carnatic. 
When Tipu left Srirangapatnam, Purnaiah and Syed Shaheb were 
directed to defend that place even when it was attacked by General 
Harris. But both of them treacherously betrayed by setting aside the 
plan of Tipu, This favoured General Harris to march into that area 
quite easily. He subdued the Mysore and many other frontier fortresses 
without much difficulty. After many successful campaigns, General 
Harris, after capturing Kelamangalam, reached Bangalore on March 14, 
1799. Thus Tipu's attention was largely diverted and he had to face 


many hardships.*” 


Col. Stuart directed General Martley to watch over the 
movements of the Mysore army. At Siddeswara the contingent of 
Montresor was strengthened but was attacked by the army of Tipu 
Sultan and he was surrounded by the Mysore forces. When this news 
reached General Hartley, he rushed to assist Montresor.3° This was 
favourable for the British because the Mysoreans had to withdraw. 
Col.Dunlop and Col.Stuart inflicted severe loss on Tipu. Tipu also lost 
Mohamed Raza alias Benki Nawab in the battle field. Tipu was forced 


to compensate the loss at Siddeshvara. He became shrewd. He 
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obstructed the march of General Harris because he received the news 
that the British army had crossed the frontiers of the Mysore kingdom 
and subsequently he changed his plans. To deal with Col. Stuart, a 
small army was left at Periapatnam and he proceeded to attack General 
Harris. Tipu never bothered about the loss incurred by his army at 


Siddheswara. He was specific in maintaining the status quo.*? 


The defeat of General Harris was his prime object now. As the 
British army of General Harris was marching through Kankanhalli, 
Tipu Sultan reached Malavalli on March 18 and arranged to camp on 
the banks of the river, Maddur. Tipu due to his valour was able to stop 
General Harris from crossing the river and to enhance his position.‘ 
But as he was particular in facing the enemies in the plains rather than 
in the forests, he withdrew to Malavalli. But it yielded a golden 
opportunity to Gen. Harris to cross Maddur river without any 
difficulty and reached Malavalli where Tipu's camp was located. This 


was actually a diplomatic failure for Tipu.*! 


On March 27, 1799, the Mysore army attacked Gen. Harris from 
the right and the left sides respectively by cavalry and infantry and 
both of them supported each other. Tipu Sultan encouraged his army 


to fight with all valiancy.*2 But the Mysoreans could not with-stand the 
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British forces and within a short span of an hour Tipu lost the battle. 
His army met with a crushing defeat. The loss for the Mysoreans was 
also heavy. This was the actual commencement of the fall of Tipu. 
While nearly 2000 men of Tipu were either mounded or killed, the 
British lost only 66 soldiers and 48 horses.#* When Qumar-ud-din Khan 
fell without attacking the English, it created a havoc as well as a way to 
ruin. This was the major cause for the failure of Tipu in the subsequent 


battles. 


General Harris, after crossing Cauvery at Sosale on March 30, 
1799, had an upper hand and an advantageous position against 
Tipu Sultan. He was awaiting an appropriate time to commence his 
attack of Srirangapatnam. On March 3, 1799, Tipu made his last 
attempts to defend the remnants of his lost glories. On March 4, 1799, 
the British army was just 7 Kms away from Srirangapatnam Tipu was 
prepared with his artillery and cavalry. Though he decided to 
attack the enemies, circumstances were not favourable to him. The 
superiority of the British forces discouraged him to be in the 
offensive.*4 In the meanwhile before the evening of April 5, 1799, Tipu 
lost majority of his vulnerable points due to the efforts of Col. Arthur 


Wellesley. 
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Tipu’s offer for peace 

The aliens could not capture Sultanpet mainly due to the efforts 
of the Mysore power. Anyhow on April 6, 1799, as the British renewed 
the attack on Sultanpet, Lt. Col. Bowser and Lt.Col. Haliburton 
rendered valuable assistance to Lord Wellesley. Col. Wallace with the 
help of Col. Shaw also attacked the Mysoreans.* Under such an 
advantageous position, the English were powerful at the outskirts of 
Srirangapatnam. But Tipu calculated that the British would attack 
Srirangapatnam from the north after making a march from Bangalore. 
Contrary to Tipu's expectations, the British moved from the south. The 
efforts of damaging his own resources in the north also became a 
wasted effort. On April 7, 1799, the enemies started their offensive 
attacks and sieges. The arrival of the forces from Bombay of General 
Harris improved the strength of the British and Tipu in a precarious 
position sued for peace. For that he agreed to acknowledge the 
following conditions prepared by him. 
Surrender of half of his territorial possessions. 


Release of all the British captives and prisoners. 


Elimination of the French officials from the Mysore army. 


ee a ee oe 


Making a payment of two million Sterlings in a span of six 
months. 
2. Four high level officers of Mysore along with two of his 


eldest sons would be rendered as hostages to the British. 
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But it was a futile attempt. The British, without paying any heed to the 
words of Tipu Sultan, neglected him. With all scrupulousness, they 
succeeded in making ways to enter into the Fort. Tipu's efforts did not 


meet with any success there after. 


Tipu Sultan offered the command to Qamar-ud-din-khan to 
check the meeting of General Floyd with Col. Stuarts and to arrest their 
advancement. But Qamar-ud-din Khan did not obey the command of 
Tipu by wasting the time. So on April 9, 1799 General Floyd and 
Col.Stuart met each other. The joint army, without any resistance, was 
able to enter into the Fort of Srirangapatnam on April 14, 1799. Col. 
Stuart was able to keep the banks of the river Cauvery on April 16, 
1799. The actual siege commenced from April 17, 1799. The British 
decided to attack from the western side. On April 20, 1799, Macdonald 
attacked Tipu's Powder hill and captured it. Tipu was aware of the 
unnecessary attempt of resistance and wanted to negotiate with the 
British. Through a letter to General Harris, Tipu pointed out his protest 
to the British of their invasion of Mysore. The silence of Gen. Harris 
stressed Tipu to write another letter to him. In that he pointed out his 
desire to have compromise with the British and also informed him that 


the peace treaty could be arranged through a vakil.* 
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Demands of General Harris 

On April 22, 1799, General Harris sent a reply to Tipu Sultan. It 
contained the terms and conditions in the form of a preliminary treaty. 
By that General Harris demanded half of the dominions of Mysore, the 
war compensation and two of his sons as hostages. He also insisted 
that the Fort of Srirangapatnam of Tipu should be left with the British 
till the signing of the peace Treaty. General Harris also pressed Tipu to 
offer his reply within 24 hours. As Tipu was aware of the consequences 
of the war and felt the harshness of the terms and conditions of the 
proposed Treaty, he maintained silence. He decided finally to fight 
either to succeed or to meet his end. He was clear that it would be 
better to die like a soldier than to live a miserable dependent on the 


infidels in the list of their pensioned Rajas and Nawabs.‘” 


On April 21, 1799, when a breach was made in the Fort of 
Srirangapatnam, Tipu Sultan, with all seriousness, exposed his 
valourous personal traits. Even without wasting a minute Tipu made 
arrangements to repair all the damages caused by the alien enemies. 
After making such arrangements, on April 22, 1799, Tipu attacked the 
advanced guards of the Bombay forces. But he met with a failure with 


heavy losses. The services of the French troops also became waste.*8 
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So, Tipu Sultan on April 28, 1799, sent a letter to General Harris. 
He wanted to meet the British through two envoys. But General Harris 
refused to concede and persisted to stick on to the conditions as 
mentioned in the previous letter. He never yielded to make any 
concessions. He was also specific in meeting the envoys of Tipu only 
with the hostages. The military operations were also widened against 
Tipu, who was at the verge of defeat. On May 2, 1799, the British army 
opened fire and made breaches and on May 3, 1799, they were able to 


penetrare into the interiors to the Fort successfully. 


The British, especially General Harris, was clear that by the 
capture of Srirangapatnam the efforts of the British forces will be 
fulfilled. But due to hunger, when the British forces were suffering, 
General Harris approached Mir Sadiq, the Diwan, who came to assist 
the British. In this regard, he was equal to that of Purnaiah, the 
Minister of Mysore and Qamar ud-din- Khan, the Commander. As 
mentioned by Mir Sadiq, the betrayer, it was decided to attack the Fort 
during mid day. So steps were taken for the final attack on May 4, 
1799.50 Tipu Sultan, by staying in a small choultry, was looking after 
the war operations. By observing the British keenly, Tipu was giving 
commands to his armed forces. He was also of the opinion that the 


British would not attack during noon. But here too Tipu miscalculated. 
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The British army having 4376 men were already ordered by Major 


General Baird to hide in the trenches in the morning of May 4. 


End of the Final Conflict 

At that time Mir Sadiq withdrew his troops from that place and 
pretended as if he was distributing the salary. So the enemy's attack 
became easier. Sayyid Ghaffar, who was guarding them as a loyal 
servant of Tipu Sultan, succumbed to the attack of the cannon ball. 
Immediately, the forces within the trench came out and hoisted the 
British flag on an elevated place. A large number of soldiers of Tipu 
lost their lives by fighting. The alien forces under Col. Sherbrooke 
attacked from the right and Col. Dunlop's forces attacked from the left. 
The forces under Col. Dunlop were resisted firmly and many British 
officials lost their lives or severely wounded. Tipu, who came there, 
was capable of increasing the opposition. Col. Farquhar met with his 
end. The army of Tipu was able to repulse the attack of Major 
Lampton. He then associated himself with Major Gen. Baird. Under 
such advantageous position the entire rampart fell under the British 
and the Palace alone was to be captured. Tipu after finishing his 
morning daily routines on May 4, 1799, visited the rampart and then 
ordered for food. When he started taking food the news of the death of 


Sayyid Ghaffer reached him. Without wasting a single minute, Tipu 
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rushed to Holividdit only see the English flag flying there. Since the 
army of Tipu had already scattered, Tipu's efforts to unite them failed. 
Tipu fought like an ordinary foot soldier got wounded. So he moved to 


the eastern side of the palace by riding on a wounded horse. 


When Tipu Sultan reached the Watergate and ordered to open it, 
Mir Nedim, the Commander of the Fort refused to obey his commands. 
The Watergate was closed on the instructions of Mir Sadiq who had 
secret alliances with the British.°° Now the British forces had already 
come near Tipu. He could do nothing but there was continuation of 
fight. Already wounded Tipu had to receive further wounds. At this 
critical juncture Raza khan, the bodyguard of Tipu requested him to 
expose him to the British. But the valiant Tipu never liked to be a 
captivated prisoner. So Tipu fought and fell along with Raza khan. 
Tipu's death was not known to the British immediately. They were 


under the impression that Tipu was in the palace. 


Major Allan was directed to surrender all the members of the 
royal family. The princess available in the palace was also arrested. As 
they were unable to find Tipu, they started searching outside the 
palace. Finally his body was found in a severely wounded condition. 


Tipu's body was taken to the palace and in the next day on 
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May 5, 1799, his body was removed to Lal Bagh and buried near his 
father's tomb. Thus Tipu Sultan, who offered a challenging threat to the 
British power in the peninsular India met with a fatal but a heroic end. 
The victory of the British over Tipu made them as a paramount power 
in India. Till his end, without surrendering himself, Tipu fought 
valiantly and fell heroically. After the fall of Tipu, Srirangapatnam was 
plundered for two days. Tipu, after a splendid reign of 17 years and 
four months died at the age of 50. Though there are differences of 
opinions about his character and qualities, it cannot be denied that he 
was the front line opponent of the British and offered his life for his 
country without anybody's support. Despite knitted armed forces, the 
effective commands of the Generals, who were many in number, was 


responsible for the end of Tipu. 
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CONCLUSION 


Tipu Sultan's invasions and his failures in Tamilnadu during 
1782-1799 resulted in a great change in the installation of the British 
rule on a strong foundation in the peninsular India. The victory of the 
British over Tipu allowed the British to capture all the territories under 
the Mysore rule in Tamilnadu and Kerala. This success paved the way 
for the British to execute their objective of establishing an English 
empire in India. The Marathas the Nawab of Arcot and the Nizam of 
Hyderabad, of Tipu turned against him and on account of that he had 
to meet with unbearable consequences in the subsequent periods. The 
failures of Tipu to check the growth of the British compelled the French 
to play a weak role in the politics of South India. The South Indian 
rebellion, started by the Palayagars of Tamilnadu, was suppressed 
because even the Nawab of Arcot became an ally of the mighty British 
in the Tamil Country. Because of that, the British had been using the 


region of Arcot as a centre of activity for a long time. 


Though Tipu Sultan initiated his opposition in South India for 
the first time on a major level against the formation of the alien rule, no 
serious efforts were undertaken after that to avoid the footing of a 


foreign rule. As a valourous warrior and patriot, he had been opposing 
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the British till his end even amidst the betrayal and enemity of the 
Marathas and the Nizam of Hyderabad. His pioneering activities never 
brought out any tangible consequences. The native rulers were unable 
to learn any lesson from the activities and the loss of life of Tipu. His 
fall caused a huge terror among the native rulers and they were never 
brave enough and courageous to rise against the British power. It was 
also an opportune moment for Lord Wellesley who succeeded in 
executing his principle of subsidiary alliance successfully and 
effectively. Further the introduction of the ryotwari and the zamindari 
systems in the Madras Presidency and in the annexed territories in 
1801 resulted in the economic exploitation of the people. It is evident 
that the' fall of Tipu, after his anti British wars, encouraged the British 
to take all steps to become the political master of the South in due 


course. 


Tipu Sultan, born on November 20, 1750, as the fifth son of 
Hyder Ali, a formidable Faujdar, inherited the war like traits of his 
father. Tipu acquired his military training from his father. As he had 
great veneration for his motherland, he disliked to allow the British 
East India Trading Company to establish an alien rule in India. This 
firm conviction made him to be the ark enemy of the British. Under his 


rule, he maintained a well trained army to tackle any situation. His 
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uniform and standardised system of armed forces of different 
categories enhanced his military capability. Due to his war like 
qualities and ferocity, he had followed his own military despotism, a 
predominant one seen under his rule. While adhering to the policy of 
expansion and consolidation, he never caused any problem to civilians, 
women and Children. Even amidst the enemity of the neighbours like 
the Marathas, the Nizam of Hyderabad and the rulers of Kerala, he was 
ferocious in his deeds against the swift actions of the British. His slow 
actions against the swift actions of the British and his improper 
estimation of the neighbouring native powers retarded his military 
career. But he was firm and clear that only the entire elimination of the 


activities of the British would bring him peace and tranquility. 


Being a real diplomat, he utilised the enemities between the 
British and the French in his favour by winning the support of the 
latter against the former. While the British acknowledged the rule of 
law in all their activities in India, Tipu Sultan was keen on inculcating 
his efforts on the basis of liberty, equality and fraternity. Though he 
maintained the decorum of administration, he was deserted at the end 
by his own men like Purnaiah. As he could not obtain any help from 
his neighbours in his drive against the British, he was forced to sue for 


peace. But the mighty British officials took advantage of that situation 
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and exploited him in every possible manner. Even amidst fluctuating 
fortunes, Tipu was firm and courageous and took important decisions 
by himself. As Tipu failed to recover the lost territories from the British, 
he had to face many setbacks. His aims and efforts were scuttled and 
his strategies met with disastrous end due to the multilevel attacks of 


the British Generals. 


The Elimination of the Palayagar System 

The anti Palayagar Campaign resulted in the establishment of a 
modern State under British rule. The movement was intensified by 
Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan. Both of them eliminated or suppressed 
about 200 Palayagars. It brought forth the extinction of the patriotic 
war lords over an extensive territory in South India. In 1781 Hyder Ali 
brought with him about 50 Palayagars as prisoners to Srirangapatnam. 
He vanquished 42 Palayagars of the Malabar region. Sir Thomas 
Munro, the Sub Collector of Hosur who became the Governor of 
Madras later wrote about the regulations of Tipu which hastened the 
extinction of a class of ancient people. Landlords Francis Buchanan and 
Marks Walks had also described about the elimination, imprisonment 


and the plight of the Palayagars. 


Sir Thomas Munro, in 1802 wrote that Hyder Ali was the only 


Indian sovereign ruler who subdued all the party feudal chiefs and he 
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was really the master of the Country. During 1800-1801, after the 
investigation of Francis Buchanan, he concluded that “the feudal 
system was broken” as a result of the anti Palayagar Campaign of the 
Mysore rulers. Tipu Sultan suppressed the Palayagars. They were 
generally expelled and their lands were either rented out to individuals 
by the officers of the Mysore Government or retained under their own 
arrangement. A main system of management was _ introduced 
throughout his dominion. The old Land Lords were robbed by Tipu 
Sultan of all their power and influence. Their territories were annexed 
to the Mysore Kingdom and he had made direct relations with the 
peasants which was the main mark of the new system. The elimination 
of the War Lords and the Palayagars brought about progressive 
transformations in South India. It eased the people like the peasants, 
the artisans and the merchants out of the severe burden involved in the 
production and distribution of material goods. Hyder Ali and Tipu 
Sultan reinforced and developed all the modifying trends during their 


rule between 1761-1799. 


A New System of Administration 
The British by introducing a new system of administrative 
management through Government functionaries, brought about a 


progressive transformation of the society by getting rid of the various 
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hardships of the people. They, by breaking the feudal system, brought 
about the unification in the State of Tamilnadu. The British introduced 
District Administration system after the fall of the Nawab of Arcot and 
the death Tipu Sultan. Due to the critical situations of war Tipu Sultan 
committed certain flaws for the sake of enriching his economic 
strength. The opposition of the zamindars in his territorial possessions, 
and the implementation of excessive land taxes caused the migration of 
the farmers to other areas without clearing their dues to the 
Government. The disloyal servants, misappropriated the revenue and 
expenditure during war crippled his economy. The British also 
supported the emigrants. Without realising his' own deterioration, he 
blindly opposed the British, who were scrupulous in estimating the 
real situation of Tipu. Without bothering about himself, he was always 
striving for the state and finally he gave up his life for the state by 
falling a victim in the battle at Srirangapatnam in the Fourth Mysore 


war in July, 1799. 


He gained active military traits and guidance from Ghazikhan in 
the maiden war at Balam in 1766. Since then, he had been fighting 
many wars ferociously along with his father until 1782 and got 
emboldened to face any critical and calamitous situation. The tiger 


emblem adopted by him exposed himself as a ferocious warrior of 
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merit. His involvement in the First Anglo - Mysore War 1767-1769, 
along with his father helped him to get the first hand knowledge and 
experience of a real war. He was never idle in any circumstance. He 
was able to curtail the penetration of the Marathas because he 
understood them as traitors in the Second Anglo - Mysore War which 
lasted for 4 years 1780 to 1784. Even after the death of his father on 
December 7, 1782, Tipu Sultan fought single handedly. Though the 
Treaty of Mangalore was signed, it was unfavourable to him and so he 
deviated from it. From 1790-1792, he had been fighting in the Third 
Anglo - Mysore war which was also detrimental to Tipu financially and 
territorially. Because of the Treaty of Srirangapatnam, Tipu was further 
affected and his enemies became more formidable. In 1799, Tipu Sultan 
fought the last and the Fourth Anglo - Mysore War in which he lost his 
life in the battle field itself. Though he died, he made the European 
powers to think that they had never seen such a powerful enemy like 
Tipu in India. It is apt to be remembered that fortune had not favoured 
this eminent warrior in his pursuits of driving out the British and he 
became an illustrated hero till he lost the Mysore kingdom on May 4, 


4799: 


Tipu Sultan had controlled Dindigul and the regions of Madras, 


Baramahal, Coimbatore, Karur, Aravakkurichi and Dharmapuram by 
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using his military abilities. But because of the efforts of the Governor 
Generals like Warren Hastings 1772-1783, Lord Cornwallis 1786-1793, 
and Lord Wellesley 1798-1805, Tipu Sultan was reduced to nothing and 
the Mysore kingdom became the British possession. The ability and 
acumen of the British generals was greatly beneficial for the success of 
the British. But Tipu, without receiving any help from the 
neighbouring native powers such as the Marathas, the Nizam of 
Hyderabad and the ruler of Travancore, fought single handedly in 
almost all the wars only to witness defeat and fall. His acquisitions and 
annexations were also short lived ones. The diplomatic alien British 
were capable of maintaining cordial relations with the neighbouring 
powers and that favoured them to press Tipu from all the directions. 
As Tipu had not introduced any reformatory changes in the annexed 
areas to enhance the financial resources and military capability, he 
became weak war after war. In the annexed Baramahal territories, Tipu 
Sultan followed the lease system with regard to land revenue. The 
officials such as Amildars and Patels exploited the system in their 
favour. Any how the capture of Baramahal encouraged him to promote 
the agrarian activities of the region mainly to gain land revenue. He 
imposed hard systems and stringent measures on the peasants and as a 


result, they started migrating to other regions. Such negative results 
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had their echo in his political as well as economic spheres. In the same 
way with regard to Coimbatore also he never adopted a prudent policy 
and that in turn opened the way for the attack of Mysore. The British 
diverted his attention nergies by creating alliances with his 
neighbouring native powers. They followed the policy of treating the 
enemy's enemy as their friend. The British had mighty army and 
resources to undertake many battles simultaneously and Tipu was 
lacking such facilities. The British were specific in their aims and 
objectives of establishing their rule in India. But Tipu had to follow the 
policy of defence against the attack of the English and his victories over 
them also could not make any permanent effect. In general, Tipu’s 
diplomacy was not up to the standard when compared with the British. 
Tipu had to spend all his valiant efforts to face the multilevel attacks of 


the English, who always cornered him effectively. 


As the British were able to mobilize their forces quickly and 
swiftly, they were able to maintain their alliances with the native 
powers intact that weakened Tipu Sultan largely. The failure of Tipu to 
gain the support of the foreign Muslim countries and France in time 
too reduced his strength. The British also utilised the betrayal of 
Purrniah and Mir Sadique Hamad in their favour in the highly volatile 


political situations prevailed in the peninsular India. Tipu alone was 
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maintaining his national identity by opposing the British who were 
awaiting for an opportunity to get Indian territories to compensate for 
the loss of her American colonies. Further Tipu realized the 
consequences of the absence of naval power only after 1794. This was a 
boon to the British. The Dindigul League under Gopal Nayak 
Virupakshi, Maradu Brothers, Velu Naacchiyar of Sivaganga gained 
the support of Tipu Sultan but they were not a match for the English. 
The alien government of Madras played a predominant role to crush 
Tipu as directed by Lord Cornwallis. The British were cunning and 
clever in adopting a policy of ring fence to encircle the Mysore 
Kingdom. The taken over of the revenue administration from 
Mohammad Ali, the Nawab of Arcot by the proclamations of August 7, 
1790, and September 13, 1790, were favourable for the British to 
overcome their economic distresses. The Marathas, the Nizam of 
Hyderabad and Mohammad Ali, the Nawab of Arcot were not at all 


interested in supporting Tipu. 


Tipu Sultan’s direct rule of Mysore lasted only for 17 years from 
1782 to 1799. He met his end in the Fourth Anglo-Mysore war. Though 
he was a religious tolerant, a diplomat and an economist, he had been 
facing troubles caused by constant wars. Even Ripand, the French 


representative in the court of Tipu, was not able to render the sufficient 
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help to Tipu. The meager French support to the armed forces of Tipu, 
in the form of training, was also vehemently opposed by the British. 
Tipu Sultan’s reliance on the French also created an aversion and 
enmity on the English as well as the native powers. Eventually Tipu, 
the only challenging power who had been standing against the 
formation of a British rule in India, was vanquished on May 4, 1799, at 


the battle of Srirangapatnam. 


Tipu Sultan ruled the Mysore region nearly seventeen years. He 
was the main opponent to the British in the Anglo-Mysore war. His 
administrations in Mysore prevent the British to expand _ their 
supremacy in Tamilnadu. His patriotic war with the British stimulated 
the Palayagars of Tamilnadu which led to the Palayagars rebellion in 
1799 and the South Indian Rebellion in 1800-1801. The invasion of Tipu 
Sultan in Tamilnadu also responsible to the cultural transmission and 


strengthen the Nationalism in Tamilnadu. 


In short, Tipu Sultan was a ferocious fighter and efficient ruler 
yet he lacked the wisdom of diplomacy. The British could mobilise 
their forces quickly and swiftly, which gave them advantage over Tipu. 
The British also utilised the betrayal of Purrniah and Mir Sadique in 


their favour at the right time in the highly volatile political situation. 
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Tipu failed to get the support of the Mustim countries. The British used 
their naval power tactfully. But Tipu realised the consequences of the 
absence of naval power only after 1794 which was too late for him. The 
elimination of the Palayagars and war Lords by Hyder Ali and Tipu 
Sultan did not help them in anyway but it was detrimental in their 
fight against the British. Tipu became financially weak year after year. 
He had to pay a huge amount for the release of his two sons. So he 
introduced the lease system to enhance the revenue. He imposed hard 
systems and stringent measures on the peasants. Hence they migrated 
to other regions. These events added fuel to the fire. In Europe the 
French and the British lost their enemities and as a result, Tipu failed to 
receive even the meager help from the French. In these circumstances, 
Tipu could not stand against the mutlilevel attacks of the British 
Generals from all directions. Finally he met his end in the Fourth 


Mysore War in July 1799. 
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Ahamadi corps 


Amil 
Amildar 


Asoph 


Bahadur 
Bakshi 
Beriz 
Bibi 
Carbines 


Chakram 


Circar 


Cutchery 


Defadar 


(i) 


GLOSSARY 


An infantry regiment founded by Muslim Corps 
in Tipu 


Agent Collector of Revenues 
Collector of Revenue 


A title given by Tipu Sultan to certain civil 


officers. 

A Military tittle 

A surname and a honorific given name or tittle 
The total of a territorial assessment 

Title of the Queen of Cannanore 

A small gun of firearm used by the cavalry. 


An ancient coin in South India equal to !/16 the 


of a Pagoda. 


State or Government a grand division of 


province. 


Public Office where business with regard to 
payment of rent and revenue matters were 


transacted; a court of Justice. 


A non commissioned officer in the British Indian 


Army. 


Daroga 


Devadhanam 


Diwan 
Dowager 
Duffeddar 


Feujdar 


Gazi 
Gumasthas 
Harkara 
Inam 
Jamador 
Jurisdiction 


Lascar 


Mustasaddis 


Nawab 


(ii) 
The shrine of a Muslim saint. 


Grands of Land for religious purpose; lands or 
allowances in kind or cash for the maintenance 


of a temple. 

A Minister, a Chief officer of State. 
Name of the Queen at Cranjanore. 
The Commander of a party of peons. 


An officer in rank who was invested with the 
charge of the police criminal Justice and a body 
of troops of the concerned area which came 


under s control. 

Muslim Law Officer. 

A clerk 

A sepy or a Messenger 

Present gift favour, grants of Land free of rent. 
A Junior army officer. 

Extent of Legal authority. 


A Menial soldier who employed to do Menial 


work in the artillery. 
Accountants or Clerks. 


A Victory or Governor of a province under 


Mugul Government. 


Nazar 


Nizam 


Pagoda 


Padshah 
Palayam 


Palayagar 


Ponnani 
Ryot 
Sepoy 


Sheristadar 


Sultan 


Vassal 


Wakil 


Wazir 


(iii) 


Present of gift generally from an inferior to 


supervisor. 
Tittle of the subadar of Deccan. 


A coin Lang Current in South India and 


equivalent to 3 ¥2 Rupees. 
A used formerly a title for the Monarch of Iran. 
A district held by a Palayagar 


Military Chief term Holder of a Palayam or 
Feudel Estate. 


A town and part in Malabar Coast. 
Peasant tenant of Land Cultivator. 
Native Soldiers. 


Keeper of records, revenue accounts of a district 
who checked the accounts of the regular village 
account an officer under district collector also a 


Ministerial Officer of a Court. 
A Muhammadian Ruler. 


A tenant holding lease for a term a bonds man 


servant. 
Agent of Indian Ruler. 


Prime Minister in Tipu’s Government. 


